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A ,s the ſermons remark'd upon in the following 
, A ſheets, were publiſhed in Boſton in the year 
1761, it may be a queſtion, Why no reply has 
been made to them long before this time; ſeeing 
the doctor has therein attempted to eſtabliſh a doc- 
© trine, ſo directly contrary to the ſentiments and 
preaching of many divines in New-England? 
* To this, the author of what follows has only to 
ſay, That the ſermons had been long publiſhed be- 
fore he got ſight of them: After this, he waited, 
hoping and expecting, that ſome able hand would 
, © undertake an anſwer. But when he deſpaired of 
this, he turned his thoughts this way, and has em- 
ployed his fir ſt leiſure hours, in attending to the 
ſubject. The reſult of which, imperfed as it is, 
is now offered to the public. And none, it is hop- 
cd, will think it is ever too late to defend the truth. 
Bor what need, may it be ſaid, of entering in- 
to this controverſy at all? If the author had a de- 
ſire to publiſh his thoughts upon this ſubject, he 
had an undoubted right to do it: but what call 

was there to engage in a formal controverſy with 

Dr. Mayhew ? If the truth is vindicated by ſolid 
arguments, what has been ſaid againſt it will fall 
3 of courſe. There was no occaſion therefore of 
making a formal attack upon the doctor's per for- 
mance: this muſt proceed from too great a for- 
+ wardneſs to run into controverſy, of which little 

1 good comes, and often much hurt, 
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Axs. As this objection is àgainſt the common 
practice of chriſtian writers, from the early days 
of chriſtianity to this time, and the men moſt not- 
ed for wiſdom and piety, yea, Dr. Mayhew him- 
ſelf among the reſt, the author thinks himſelf ſuf- 

ficiently kept in countenance by their example. 
- Beſides, does not this appear to be the moſt pro- 
per and effectual way, in many caſes at leaſt, to 
detect error, and vindicate the truth? It errors are 
broached, and contended for by plauſible argu- 
ments, how can they be detected, and the truth 
fet in an advantageous light, but by particularly 
ſhowing the fallacy of the pretended argument ? 
If error is openly plead for, it tends to hurt the 
public, and lead many aſtray, And what likelier 
method can there be taken to prevent the miſchief, 
than by particularly ſhewing, how ill grounded and , 
abſurd the arguments are, with which it is ſupport- 
ed, and pointing out the book in which they are 
found? If poiſon is publicly ſold, and ſpread a- 
mong the people, under pretence of its being a 
wholeſome food, a true friend to mankind, would 
not content himſelf with pointing out the real qua- 
lities of good food; but would diſcover the poiſon 
of that which pretended to be ſuch, and tell them 
where it was, that they might be under advantage 
to ſee for themſelves, and avoid the danger. 
Controverſy, it muſt be acknowledged, is too 
often managed, in an unfair manner, and with un- 
chriſtian heat and bitterneſs; and many times is 
diverted from fair reaſoning on the point to be 
diſputed, into perſonal quarrel and invectives. 
This can by no means be juſtified; but it may, 
and often has been managed, greatly to the advan- 
tage 
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tage of truth, It were eaſy to ſhew, that this has 
been one ſpecial and principal means, of the main- 
tenance and increaſe of light and truth in the chr 
ſtian church. One great end of God, in ſuffering men 
of an uncommon genius to run into error, and ſpend 
their lives in hard ſtudy and labor, in order to 
maintain and propagate their tenets, and oppoſe the 
truth, it ſeems has been, to awaken the attention 
of men hereby, eſpecially of the friends of truth; 
that, by a cloſe and thorough examination of the 
matter, the error may appear in all its weakneſs 
and inconſiſtency, and the oppoſite truth be ſet in a 
more clear and convincing light, than it could be, 
had it never been oppoſed, To be ſure, that this 
has in fact been the event of controverſy and diſ- 
pute, in many inſtances, none can doubt, who 
have been in any meaſure atzentive to the ſtate of 
the chriſtian church; And the diſpute that a- 
riſes on ſuch occaſions, is the means of awakening 
the attention of multitudes; by which they are the 
more prepared to receive conviction of the truth, 
when it ſhines forth bright and victorious. When 
opponents are engaged in a doctrinal controverſy, 
not only the love of truth, their zeal for God and 
>His cauſe, but their own perſonal intereſt and bh 
nor, will be a powerful motive to ſtudy and ſearch 
out the matter, and vindicate their cauſe in the 
beſt manner they can. And by-ſtanders, who are 
properly attentive, and diſpoſed to embrace the 
*trath wherever it appears, will hereby be under 
ſpecial advantage to get inſtruction : for it would 
be a wonder, if ſome new light is not ſtruck up by 
this means, even though the controverſy ſhould 
not be managed every way in the beſt manner. 
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What Dr. Mayhew ſays to this point, is wor- | 
thy to be attended to here. Speaking of thoſe who 


greatly diſlike controverſy and difputes on matters 
of religion, he ſays, A third ſort, are thoſe good 
*© men, who ſincerely love and practice religion 


*© themſelves, but yet are ſuch great lovers of 


4% peace, of ſuch a timid make, and ſo apprehen- 
re five of the bad effects of contention, that they 
de think it beſt never to enter into debates on reli- 
gion, or any thing relative to it on any occaſi- 
6 on; and condemn thoſe who do ſo, as at beſt 
«© 1mprudent and ill adviſed perſons, But ſurel 
«« there may be juſt and ſufficient cauſe for diſput- 
* ing, if religion itſelf is of any great importance. 
« We are enjoined to contend earneſtly for the 
<« faith.“ * It may be added, the more earneſtly 
we. contend, the better, if it be with chriſtian 
meekneſs and humility. If thoſe good, peaceable 
gentlemen, who are ſo greatly averſe to, and diſ- 
_—_ with all controverſy, were univerſaily hear- 
ened to, moſt, of the important doctrines of chri- 
ſtianity, would ſoon be given up, or loſt in dark- 
neſs and ignorance. | 


Ir any ſhould be inclined to think, that the point 
here controverted, is not of importance enough, 
to require any great ado about it; and is a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon againſt entering into a public debate 
upon it : they are deſired to conſider, that the 
queſtion in diſpute really is, What is the condition, 


on which men may obtain ſalvation? or, What 


muſt men do, in order to be intereſted in God's 
favor, and have a title to eternal life? This is 


® Oaſervations, Ke. "WY 
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gere fore the moſt intereſting queſtion that can be 


ought of: and 'tis of the greateſt importance to 


a right underſtanding. of the matter. For ſurely 


1 that they make no miſtake here, but have 


Þothing in religion is of greater importance, than 
that which teaches us how we may be ſaved, If 


ſalvation itſelf is of infinite importance, then 'tis 
of equal importance that we don't miitake the 
terms on which it is to be obtained, What we 
chiefly want a revelation from God for, is, to teach 
us the terms of his favor, or the way of ſalvation, 
And fince a revelation is given chiefly for this end, 


hall we think it a matter of fo little importance, 
as that 'tis not worth while to enquire into it, or 


contend for what we think to be the truth of the 


matter ? 


Dr. Mayhew thinks what he contends for, to 


be the ſum of the glad tidings of the goſpel.“ Con- 
ſequently, in his view, they do not preach nor 
. underſtand the goſpel, who oppoſe him in this 


point, He therefore thinks it of great importance 


that it ſhould be received... Tis granted to be 
ſo, if it is the truth. If it is not, it is of the laſt 
importance to him, and all others, that they ſhould 
be ſenſible of it, and embrace directly the contra- 
ty, as truth: which, doubtleſs appears as greatly im- 


portant, to thoſe who are now eſtabliſhed in it. 


They therefore may be allowed to contend earneſt- 


ly for it. 


Bu r however juſt and important this controver- 


I ſy may be, it is ſurely not well timed, ſome will 


q ſay. Dr. Mayhew is now engaged in a good and 


1 important cauſe, in his controverſy with the epiſ- 


F. 76, + F. 89, 
" i | copal 


vi. e Wi 
copal party in New- England. An appearance a- 4 


gainſt him at this time, may give ſome advantage to M 
his other opponents, and tend to weaken his hands. 
At leaſt, this attack, at this time, looks unfriendly 4 
to the important and noble cauſe he has eſpouſed. 
Ans. That the cauſe the doctor is engaged in, is 
important and noble, the author readily acknow- 
ledges; and is not a little pleaſed, that a gentleman * | 
of his abilities and advantages has undertaken it. 4 
4 
f 
a 


He certainly deſerves the thanks of his country, for 
what he has done in this matter. And doubtleſs 
has the thanks of all the true friends to the intereſt 
of religion ; not excepting even thoſe of the church 
of England, who have impartiality and candor e- 
nough, to attend to the true ſtate of the cate. The 
author is willing the world ſhould know, that he 
wiſhes and prays, that an end may be put to the 
erecting of epiſcopal miſſions in New-England, in 
the manner it has been done for ſo long a time; by 
which, he has not the leaſt doubt, not the cauſe 
of chriſtianity, but directly the oppoſite, has been 
greatly promoted, He ſincerely wiſhes, the doc- 
tor may have the honor and happineſs, of being 
an inſtrument of this; and would therefore be ſor- 
ry to do any thing, that ſhould tend to prevent it. 
But if the doctor ſhould appear to be wrong in 

one inſtance, this is no argument that he is ſo in 

all others. And an attempt to ſet him right, 
wherein he is thought to have made a miſtake, is 
an act of friendſhip to him. It is alſo, perhaps, 
worthy of remark, that the tenet in which the doc- 
tor is oppoſed in the following enquiry, is exact- 
ly agreeable to moſt, if not all of the epiſcopal par- 
ty in New-England ; fo that he herein falls 5 
A Wit 


Mo 
N OS > 
„ * 


"= 6444 RR” 
A 


PF 


2 


NF 40 vii. 


with thoſe he oppoſes in the conrroverſy mention- 


ed. The author, therefore, in oppoſing the doc- 
tor here, equally oppoſes thoſe whom he appears 
Fagainſt. How then does he ſtrengthen them, and 
7 weaken tlie doctor's hands? May it not be truly ſaid, 
that if the doctor ſhould be convinced of his mi- 
ſtake in this inſtance, if it is one, and eſpouſe the 
contrary doctrine, he would be under better ad- 
vantages in this ptr than now he is? It 1s 
well known, what a noiſe moſt of the doctor's 
antagoniſts have made about his heterodoxy. Tf 
he had been quite orthodox, according to the faith 
lof our pious forefathers in New-England, they 
would not have had this handle, however ſincerely 
they now uſe it. | 
The author thinks the doctor worthy of e- 
ſteem and honor, for his many excellent ta- 
lents; his cloſe application and diligence in his 
- ſtudy, his eaſy, happy, maſterly way of expreſſ- 
ing his ſeatiments, &c. but all this is, in his 
view, rather a reaſon why the doQtor ſhould be 
' corrected, if he errs in any important point. For 
ſuch an error in him, will of ceurſe be more hurt- 
ful and fatal to mankind, than in another. If his 
own conviction of his miſtake would have been a 
- ſufficient remedy of this evil, application would 
have been made to him only ; but as the caſe ſtands, 
a public confutation ſeems neceſſary. 
Tux doctor, without doubt, thought his argu- 
ments concluſive, and that he was doing ſervice 
\to God and his church, in vindicating, in the beſt 


manner he could, what appeared to him important 


truth. And he may perhaps think, what is here 


+ . © . . * * 
offered to him and the public, is weak and incon- 


3 cluſive, 
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cluſive. If ſo, the author does not expect to be 6 
contemned or neglected ; but that the doctor will 1 
be ſo juſt to himſelf, and good to the public, as 
fairly, and with chriſtian meekneſs to vindicate 
his ſcheme, from the exceptions here taken, and 

| ſhew that they are indeed without foundation. If 
he ſhould be convinced that he has made a mi- 
ſtake, it is concluded, from his known diſpoſition 
to be frank and open, that he will freely confeſs 
it, However that may be, the author, at preſent, 
reſts in the goodneſs of his cauſe, and chearfully 
commits it to Him, who is able to plead it moſt 

effectually, in His own way and time. | 
THz 7enth ſection is more than was at firſt deſign- 
ed: but finding that what was ſaid on the ſubjed, 
would naturally lead to the queſtion there conſider- 
ed; and it being an important one, and one about 
which there is perhaps more enquiry and diſpute © * 
now, than ever there has been before, tho' little 
or nothing has been publiſhed upon it; it was 
thought beſt not wholly to paſs it in filence. The 
author is far from thinking the ſubject is exhauſt- +. 
ed, or that it may not be ſet in a far more clear and 
convincing light. If any ſerious readers, who have 
been in any degree of darkneſs and uncertainty with 
reſpect to this queſtion, ſhall by what is there ſaid 
get any light: and if theſe hints ſhall be a help and 
excitement to any, who are making this the ſub- 
je of their enquiry, to purſue the matter, ſo as 
to throw greater light upon it, the utmoſt that is | 
expected will be anſwered, If the author has made 
any dangerous miſtake on this head, and it ſhall _ 
be pointed out by ſame wiſe, judicious pen, he will 
moſt gladly ſtand corrected before the world. 
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SECTION TI. 


THE text on which the doctor grounds his diſcourſe 


1 
= 


conſidered. His inconfiſtence with himſelf, in 
his way of explaining it, ſhewn,. 


FT H E words the doctor has choſen as the 


ground of his diſcourſe now under conſidera- 


tion, are thoſe of our Saviour, ** Strive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate, (4) This text has been 
differently underſtood, Some ſuppoſe that by the 


' rait gate is meant the entrance upon an holy life, 


or getting into the narrow way which leads to e- 


ternal life; which is the ſame that is commonly 
called converſion, or the new birth. And by 
| ſtriving to enter in at this gate, they underſtand 
the exerciſes and endeavours of the unregenerate, 
which are antecedent to their converſion, But, 


few or none who underſtand the text thus, ſuppoſe 


there is any certain connection between the ſtriv- 
ing here exhorted to, and ſaving converſion, or 
that there is any promiſe made to this ſtrivin 


4 


Others ſuppoſe that by the ſtrait gate our WY 


| our means, in general, the entrance into heaven or 
eternal life.(5þ) And then by ſtriving to enter in 
| at this gate, is meant, a keeping the command- 


. 


(a ) Luke xiii, 24, (6) See Dr. Dodd. & Poli Syn. on the rt. 
ments 


2 Dr. Mavurw's deſcription of 


* 
ments of God, or the holy exerciſes of true ſaints, ; 
by which they walk in the way to heaven; fight 


the fight of faith, and ſo lay hold on eternal life. 


And in ſupport of this laſt interpretation, and as 


an evidence that /r:ving in the text, does not mean 
the unholy exerciſes and endeavours of thoſe whoſe 
hearts are wholly under the dominion of fin; but 
the holy exerciſes and ſtrivings of the godly, it may 
be obſerved, that the word in the original, tranſ- 


lated frive when uſed in other places in the new 


teſtament, as it 1s often, always denotes the exer- 
ciſes and labor of true chriſtians in their way to 
heaven. And no good reaſon perhaps can be gi- 
ven, why it ſhould not be underſtood in the ſame 


ſenſe here. When St. Paul ſays to Timothy, 


* Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter- 
nal life,” he ſpeaks to an eminently good man ; 
and therefore it muſt be underſtood as an exhorta- 
tion reſolutely to perſevere in a chriſtian courſe, 


But the word in the original here tranſlated fight, 


is the ſame uſed by the evangeliſt in the text un- 


der F The ſame words St. Paul 


uſes concerning himſelf, to denote the chriſti- 
an courſe he had gone through. *©* I have fought 
the good fight.” And he makes uſe of the ſame 


word, in his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, with 


which they go in the way to heaven. And e- 
very one that firiveth for the maſtery, is tempe- 
rate in all things: Now they do it to obtain a cor- 


ruptible crown, but we an incorruptible.“ And 


he denotes his own exerciſes as a ſervant of Chriſt 


(e) Agonizou ton halen gens: Agenize thr good agony, 1. Tin. vi. 12. 
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oy 


reference to the exerciſes of true chriſtians, by © 


= 


| 


: 


* 


Striving to enter in at the ftrait gate, 3 


„ by the ſame word, © Whereuntò I alſo labor, 
it Avia according to his working, which he work- 
eth in me mightily.” | 

s It may be noted here, that the word in the o- 
n Tiginal in all theſe places, was moſt commonly uſed 
+ _ by the Greeks to denote the exerciſes and labor 
't of thoſe, who were candidates for the prize ſet up 
y in the Olympic games : for inſtance, the vigorous 
[- 4 exertion of thoſe who ran a race, in order to obtain 
„the prize ſet up: for him who ſhould out-run. And 
— as theſe games in which they ran for the prize, 
o Kc. were a fit emblem of the exerciſes of the chri- 
; tian life, it is frequently repreſented by them: and 
'- hence the word uſed for thoſe exerciſes, is applied 
„ to the chriſtian, to ſignify the exerciſes and labor 
2 by which he ſtrives for eternal life. And the chti- 
30 ſtian courſe is called a race or ageny, in allufion to 
the fame thing. (4) According to this, to ſtrive 
> to enter in at the ſtrait gate of eternal life, or to a- 
. gonize in order hereunto, is to agonize the good a- 
.  gony, ſo as to lay hold on eternal life; to run the 
ul chriſtian race, the way of true holineſs, which is ſet 
before us: And is the ſame which Chriſt exhorts to, 
+ when he ſays, © Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate. (e) 
But let it be obſerved that the queſtion now in diſ- 
th Pute does not turn upon the interpretation of this 
text; for let it be underſtood in either of the ſenſes 


* 
= 
#/ 


Y Joh | 
cd above-mentioned, it makes nothing for the doctor's 
e , Promiſes to the doings of the unregenerate. On- 


| ly let it be remembered, that if by the ſtrait gate 
1q is meant the gate of eternal life, as the doctor un- 


(4) Heb xii. 1.— Let us tun the race. In the original tht xgony. The 
race itſelf ii called ihe agony, the running is agenizing. (e) Maith. 


6. 1 14, 
by | B 2 derſtands 


1 Dr. Maynzw's diſcription of . 
derſtands it, ſtriving to enter in, muſt intend, a | 
walking in the narrow way of holineſs; and then ' 
it ſtands directly againſt him. This leads me to 
conſider the doctor's interpretation. | 
By the ftrait gate, the doctor underſtands the 
| a of heaven, or ** the gate of eternal life and 
appineſs. (7) But contrary to moſt, if not all 
others, who ſuppoſe this to be the meaning of the 
ſtrait gate, and in direct contradiction to himſelf, | 
as will be ſeen preſently, he underſtands ri ving 
to enter in at this gate, to mean the endeayours | 
and doings of the unregenerate, who are wholly | 
without all true holineſs. To theſe anboly exer- 
Ciſes and doings of the unregenerate, he inſiſts, 
the promiſes of regenerating grace and ſalvation are | 
made ; and by theſe, he ſuppoſes, however abſurd- 
1y, they go in the way to heaven, and enter in, 
thro' the gates into that holy city. | 
The doctor indeed ſuppoſes, that the words may 
be conſidered as a precept given * both to thoſe 
who are, and who are not already in a regenerate 
Nate.” g) If fo, then they are a command which 
enjoins both the unholy endeavours of the wicked, 
and the godly exerciſes of the true chriſtian, The 
_ doctor's argument for this is in the following words. 
For be they in that happy eſtate or not, till | 
e they ought to uſe their utmoſt diligence to ob- 
< tain the ſalvation revealed in the goſpel; or, 
© which is the ſame thing, to enter in at the ſtrait | 
gate.“ It is true that all gt to enter in at the 
trait gate (taking the gate in the doctor's ſenſe of 
it) and in order to this, they oghf to be real chri- 


(f) P.6, 7. () P. 6. 
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a ſtians and to live an holy life. And in this view, 
n the command to enter in at this gate is en- 
to joined upon all, whether regenerate or not; as 
all are under indiſpenſible obligations to ſtrive in 
1e this manner, in the exerciſe of true holineſs, If 
1d the precept to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
ill enjoins on chriſtians earneſtly to ſeek eternal life in 
ne the way of true holineſs, or in keeping the com- 
f, mandments of God; then it enjoins the ſame on 
29 wicked men, and points out the very ſame way for 
rs them to obtain eternal life in, as for true ſaints, 
ly and not another and quite different one; as it muſt 
r- do, if it only requires of them thoſe doings which 
ts, have nothing of the nature of true holineſs, and 
re are therefore different in nature and kind from what 
d- the true chriſtian is directed to; they having no 
in , more likeneſs, relation and connection, than god- 
lineſs and ungodlineſs. If, on the other hand, 
ay when wicked men are commanded to enter in at 
ſe the ſtrait gate of eternal life, no more is intended 
te than what they may do, and yet be unholy in heart 
ch and life; then no more is intended by the ſame 
d, command to the regenerate; for doubtleſs the 
he command requires the ſame thing of one as of ano- 
1s, ther: and if fo, they may enter into eternal life 
il! without any true holineſs ; for the command to 
b- enter in, ſurely requires all that is neceſſary in or- 
or, der to enter in. But none, I truſt, will aſſert that 
ait the unholy and unclean can, while ſuch, enter in 
he + through the gates into the heavenly city. 
57 The doctor repeatedly ſays, there is but one way 
ri= of life and falvation ; and challenges any one, who 
| ſhall fay there are two, or more, to point them 
| out, and ſhew the difference there is betwixt them; 
ins * ; 88 and 
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and yet that both are true and right, the ways of . 
God's revealing. ( It ſeems the doctor himſelf . 
is the man, who has found out fwo ways to life | I 
and falvation, viz. the way of the unholy and un- le 
Clean, and the way of true virtue and holineſs, in 
which they go who turn their feet unto God's te- 
ſtimonies. But what's moſt remarkable is, that he 
inſiſts upon it, that theſe two different ways are point- 
ed out and enjoined by one and the ſame com- 
mand. And now we muſt wait on him to ſnew 
the difference, and tell what the command enjoins 
on enc, which it does not on the other. 


Bur if we attend to the doctor's deſcription of 
ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate; we ſhall find 
that it is not only inconſiſtent with its intending * 
only the endeavours of the unregenerate (which it wy 
muſt, if the words were to his purpoſe) but is al- 
ſo not conſiſtent with their being at all intended or 
included in this ſtriving ; it /being, according to 
him, only applicable to the exerciſes and doings of 
real chriſtians. When the doctor was giving this 
deſcription, he ſeems to have in a meaſure forgot 
the point he chiefly contends for, and gives ſuch | 
an account of /riving, &c. as is by no means com- 
patible to the unregenerate ; and ſo really inconfiſ- 3 
tent with what he was about to prove. The read- | 
er muſt judge of the juſtice of this remark, when 
he has attended to what follows. 

To /trive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, is, accord- 
ing to the doctor, to go in the narrow way which 
leadeth to life; and is oppoſed to the broad way 
leading to deſtruction, For he ſays, If we are 
rt not in the narrow way, we are of conſequence 


(6) P. 13, 14. | | travelling 
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„ travelling towards the wide gate of 'deſtrucs 
te tion.“ (2) But this arrow way is undoubted- 
ly the way of holineſs, if any ſuch way is ſpoken 
of in holy ſcripturez the way of God's commands, 

in diſtinction from all the crooked ways of ſinners; 
the way of the upright, who keep the command- 
ments of God, and ſo enter in en the gates 
into life. | 
IA s all men are in ſcripture comprehended in two 
J oppoſite characters, between which there is no 
medium, viz, the good and the evil, the righte- 
|} ous and the ungodly; the children of God, and 
the children of the devil, &c. ſo there are but two 
different and oppoſite ways ſpoken of in which 
they are going, viz. © the way of the righteous, 
and the way of the ungodly :”( 4 )The broad way 
which leadeth to deſtruction, and the narrow way 
3 which leadeth to life; or to the gate through which 
the righteous enter into life. This latter is often 
3 ſpoken of in ſcripture. It is called the way e- 
A verlaſting.” (1) *The way of life.“ (n) © The 
way of wiſdom.” () The way of righteouſneſs,” 
or holineſs. ( The way of good men.“ () 
The path of the juſt.“ (4) The way of God's 
ſaints.“ (r) The way of the undefiled, who walk 
in the law of the Lord. (/) The way of God's 
commandments. (?) The way of holineſs, in 
which, not the unclean, but the redeemed only 
are found. (½) Now, can any one who attends to 
the ſcriptural account of this matter, think that 
the narrow way which Chriſt ſpeaks of as leading 
(1) P. 35. (4) P/al. i. 6. (1)P/of exxxix. 24 (N) Prov. ze. 
24. () Prov. iv. 11. (e) Prev. viii. 2. -(p) Prov. ii. 20. 


(g) Prov. iv. 18. 1) Prov. ii. 8. P/al. cas. 1 15. 
' 32. (2) {/aiab, — 8, 9. ade +. 
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to liſe, is not the way of true holineſs; but the 


way in which the unregenerate, the unholy and 
ungodly walk! | ** | 
Again, he ſpeaks of ſtriving, &c. as the way 
of truth, righteouſneſs and life.“ ( x ) This ſurely is 
not the way of the ungodly, but of the righteous, 
or thoſe who love and practice the truth. 
Moreover, he ſays, Unleſs we ſtrive, in ge- 
«© neral, in the manner we ought to do, allowing 
& for involuntary miſtakes, we are not in the way 
e that leadeth unto life.” ( y ) The doctor himſelf 
will not deny, I truſt, that all under the goſpel 
ought to be true chriſtians, and live a holy life, 
and in this manner to ſeek the ſalvation of their 
ſouls; conſequently if perſons ſtrive as they ought 
to do, they ſtrive in this manner. Therefore any 


ſtriving ſhort of this, falls ſhort of what is com- 


manded ; ſo is not connected with, or the way to, 
eternal life. In this one ſentence the doctor has 
ſhut all wicked or unregenerate men out of the way 
which leadeth to life; and repreſented ſtriving to 
_ enter in at the ſtrait gate to be what they never 
attain to. K . 
He alſo ſpeaks of friving, as that by which per- 
ſons overcome the world, the fleſh and the devil, 


rs para and powers and ſpiritual wickedneſſes 


in high places.(z) But he who does this, is ſure- 
ly a true chriſtian, a regenerate, holy perſon, if 


ſuch an one is any where ſpoken of in the bible. 
The true followers of Chriſt, or real chriſtians are 
very often characterized, and diſtinguiſhed from 
all others, by this, that they overcome, And St. 


(*) P.7,8, (y) P. 35. (=) F. 9. 


John 
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511 expreſſly ſays, that none overcome the world, 
ut they who are born of God. (a) St. Paul ſpeaks 
of it as the great work of the chriſtian to ſtand his 
ground againſt principalities and powers, &c. and 
directs to put on the whole armour of God as neceſ- 
ſary in order to this: which, none who read the 
deſcription he gives of it, can think is ever com- 
plied with by the unregenerate. (5) _ 
Further; the doctor ſays, A dependance up- 
te on Chriſt, as mediator between God and man, is 
implied in the very notion of ſtriving to obtain 
e ſalvation thro' him.” And that it comprehends 
a *© relying, not on any ſuppoſed merit in what 
% we do, but on the mercy of God in Chrift, for ac- 
« ceptance with him.” (c) Now, this is the ve- 
ty thing by which God's people; or true ſaints are 
in ſcripture diſtinguiſhed from all others; as that 
in which true godlineſs confiſts: and by it is evident- 
ly meant that FAI TH, faving, precious; holy faith 
of God's ele, which is peculiar to good men, and 
by which the juſt do live. They who hope in the 
merry of God, and truſt in him are repeatedly ſpo- 
ken of as the bleſſed people of God to whom all 
divine promiſes are made. ( St. Paul ſpeaks of 
truſting in Chriſt as that which was peculiar to 


„ 


true ſaints; and the ſame with ſaving faith:( e) 

* The doctor alſo ſpeaks of his tri vers as thoſe 
f who take Jeſus Chriſt for their guide, and bear ti- 
.I defire to know the truth as it is in him. He 
: ¶ ſpeaks of this as neceſſary in order to be ſecure from 


fatal error. This theretofe impliesa receiving the 


20, 39, 40. (4) See Pſal. xiii. 5, xxxiii. 18, cxlvii. 11, xxxi. 19, 
Xx5iv, 22, CXXV, 1, Oc. e * 1, 1. J] F. 17. 
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(a) 1 John, v. 4, 5, compared with v. 1. (5) Bpb. vi. 10, Cc. (c) P. | 
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love of the truth: for they who do not ſo, are li 

able to be given up to ſtrong deluſion, according te 
St. Paul's account of the matter.(g} But to recez 
| the love of the truth, is to love the truth: And 
what is this but to love God and holineſs? Which 


., /<* uſed in ſcripture, relative to this matter, which 
cc 


cc larly thoſe of wreſtling, running, and fighting 
«© which expreſs efforts of ſtrength and activity, 


is the ſame with exerciſing holineſs. To take Je. 
fus Chriſt for our guide, is to ſubmit to him an 
truſt in him in his character of a teacher or prophet; 
which ſuppoſes a heart friendly to Chriſt, and is 
really an E embracing the goſpel. For he wha 
Heartily ſubmits to, and truſts in, Chriſt, or cor- 
dially acknowledges him in any part of his trus 
character, is really reconciled to the whole of it. 
And this is the ſame thing with being reconciled 
to God thro' Jeſus Chriſt, or embracing the goſ4 
pel. But this ſurely is not the character of the un- 
regenerate, . 
Another paſſage of the doctor's is in the follow- 
ing words. Our Saviour, who certainly knewj 
< every thing relating to this affair, enjoins us to. 
« ſtrive; or, if the word may be allowed, 70 a: 
4 g0ni2e, that we may enter into life: plainly im-. 
te porting that the buſineſs of religion is at once ol. 
« ſuch vaft importance, and attended with ſuch. 
be difficulties, as to call fer the moſt anxious con-. 
e cern, the moſt fixed refolutions, and unwearied 
© endeavours. And there are divers metaphors 


naturally ſuggeſt the ſame thing to us: Particu4 


< joined with warineſs and circumſpection. The/ 


(g) 2 75% / li. 10, 11. l 
| art 
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Ii 
© ments of THE CHRISTIAN LITE.“ () What 


Kindertaken to prove that ſtriving to enter in at the 
; trait gate intends not the doings of the unregene- 
"Fate, but the exerciſes and work of the real chri- 
ſtian ? He has, at leaſt, ſtrongly aſſerted this here, 
10 Hoctor had been as ſenſible of this, as perhaps he 


a ought, he could have proceeded no further; as he 


"Y/7riving, &c. to the doings of the unregenerate, 


oe hich, according to his own account of the mat- 
1 only who are born of God. 

He appears indeed not wholly unthoughtful of 
Wthis matter: for upon a review of his deſcription 
Jof ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate, he has theſe 
words, If it ſhould be aſked, whether any unre- 
generate ſinner can be ſuppoſed to ſtrive in the 
„manner repreſented above? J anſwer, vgs; at leaſt 


in general, There is very little, if any thing in 
ol * this account of ſtriving, &c. which would neceſ- 
<< farily ſuppoſe a perſon to be already born of the 
F< Spirit of God.” (i) And again he ſays, Poſli- 


F< bly one or two expreſſions uſed in that deſcription, 
are in ſtrictneſs applicable to the regenerate only; 


lt ſeems to be a pity, as well as ſomewhat ſtrange, 


Wexpreſiions, but a conſiderable number, are applica- 
ble only to the endeavours of the regencrate ; and 


(%) P. 32, 33. (i) P, 21, a P. 47, margin, 


are all applied to the exerciſes, duties and employ- | | 


ould he have ſaid more to the purpoſe, if he had 


however inconſiſtent with his main defign, If the 
Snuſt have ſeen the impropriety of applying that 


ter, denotes the character and exerciſes of thoſe 


; ce tho? Jam not at preſent ſenſible of ANY SUCH"'(&) | 


that he was not ſenſible, that not only one or tuo 
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that his hole deſcription, taken together, is pro- | 
perly applicable to none but ſuch : For this would | 
moſt probably have undeceived him with reſpect 
to this whole affair. For, I truſt, it will appear 
in the ſequel, that the doctor has thro' his whole 
performance exalted the unregenerate and their Ii 
doings too high; and in order to ſupport what he 
contends for, has repreſented them as having thoſe i 
exerciſes which indeed they never have, but are 
peculiar to the regenerate; and that moſt of his 
arguments take all their ſeeming ſtrength and plau- 
ſibleneſs from this. 5 3. = 
But what if ** very little, and but ** one or 
two expreiſions ule in that deſcription, are in 1 
5 ſtrianeſs applicable to che regenerate only?“ 
This is certainly a little too much ; and renders him 
ſo far inconſiſtent with himſelf; which no man 
chooſes to be? if he can help it. For he has de- 
clared that not to ſtrive in the manner he has de- %t 
ſcribed, is fatal, and connected with a being for 
ever excluded the kingdom of heaven. By which 
He has at one ſtroke cut off all connection ef the do- 
ings of the unregenerate with ſalvation, and landed W 
them in deſpair. Which connection he nevertheleſs Þ 
thinks he has proved to a demonſtration! His words 
are theſe. I was in the next place to ſhew you the i 
C fatal conſequences of not ſtriving to enter in at 
ct the ſtrait gate: Or, in other words, of not uſ- 2? 
te ing your endeavours to obtain eternal life, in the 
«© manner repreſented above.” (1) If the fatal con- 
{ſequences which he goes on to mention, will cer- 
tainly follow on their not ſtriving IN THE MAN- 
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omes into the deſcription of that ſtriving, which 
no unregenerate perſons attain to, but is peculiar 
Ito the regenerate; then the unregenerate do not 
Iſtrive, or uſe their endeayours to obtain eternal 
life, in that manner: and conſequently do nothing 
which will prevent theſe fatal conſequences com- 
Ming on them; and therefore nothing which has a- 
hy certain connection with eternal life, but rather 
with everlaſting deſtruction. So that if the doctor 
has, after all this, proved that any of the endeavours 

of the unregenerate are connected with eternal life, 
he has done it contrary to his own expreſs aſſer- 
ion, if but very little that is peculiar to the rege- 
nerate comes into the manner of the endeavours to 
obtain ſalvatio which he has deſcribed. But if 
very much which comes into his account of ſtriv- 
ing to enter in at the ſtrait gate, neceſſarily ſuppoſ- 
es a perſon to be born of the ſpirit of God, which, 
I truſt, appears beyond contradiction, this makes 
his inconfiſtence with himſelf ſtill more glaring. 


? 


Poith his whole ſcheme : and is, the whole taken 
together, in direct contradiction to the point he 
endeavours by Fourteen arguments to prove: yet, 
pf he has, after all this, rightly ſtated, and unde- 
piably proved it, we muſt yield it to him, howe- 
Fer inconſiſtent he is with himſelf. 

II therefore now proceed to enquire into this 
atter, 4 


SECTION 


RuzR REPRESENTED ABOYE ; and if any thing 


* 


However, tho' the doctor's text, as he under- 
ſtands it, ſeems to be rather againſt him; and his 
pwn deſcription of ſtriving, &c. is inconſiſtent 
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SECTION 11. 


THE Doctors lating the queſtion examined, 


& > HE doctor ſtates the queſtion in diſpute three 

different times, in different words: But it 
may be queried, Whether he has ſtated it properly, 
or in any degree right, in either of his attempts ? 
He firſt puts it in the following words, Whether 


© there are in the word of God, any gracious pro- 


© miſes, invitations, or declarations, reſpecting un- 


0 regenerate ſinners, to whom the goſpel is preach- | 
* ed, from whence it may be clearly inferred, that 


< if they ſtrive IN THE MANNER THEY MAY 
* AND OUGHT TO Do, toattain to holineſs and 
< eternal life, God will certainly afford them all 


te the influences of his ſpirit and grace, which are 


« neceſſary to that end: ſo that their endeavours ſhall 
* not be in vain, but ſucceeded by him, and ren- 
ce der'd effectual to their ſalvation? This,“ the 
doctor ſays, it is humbly conceived, is a fair, juſt 
** and plain ſtate of the important queſtion pro- 
* poſed.” (m) Doubtleſs he thought ſo. But, what 
does he mean by unregenerate ſinners ſtriving in 
the manner they may and ought to do? They ought 
to ſtrive as true ſaints do; in a holy manner. This 
the doctor himſelf acknowledges ; for he ſays, 


(m) P. 4 5 
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ce That all who hear the goſpel, are required, not 
© only to believe it, but to repent of their fins, and 
te to become the true diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt” (u) 
If they are required to repent, &c. then they 

and ought to repent, and become true diſciples of 
# Chriſt ; and therefore may ang ought to ſtrive in the 
2 exerciſe of true repentance, and as real chriſtians. 
And if ſo, then the queſtion, as the doctor has put 
it, comes to this: Whether, if unregenerate ſinners 
¶ become true penitents and real chriſtians, and as 
¶ ſuch, in the exerciſe of true faith and bolineſs, 
Atrive to obtain the ſalvation of their ſouls, they are 

bereby intitled to a divine promiſe of ſucceſs ? 

I be queſtion therefore, as the doctor has ſtated 
it, is not diſputed by thoſe whom he means to op- 
poſe. For they all allow, that if unregenerate ſin- 
ners, ſtrive as they may and ought to do, they ſhall 
_ certainly obtain ſalvation. But at the ſame time 
they may and ought to ftrive in a right manner, 
i. e. as real penitents and true chriſtians: and the 
doctor is ſo happy as to agree with them in this too. 
Where is the diſpute then? We can have none 
with him on this queſtion; for we hold the affir- 
mative as fully as he can. And now, Whether 
this is a“ fair, juſt and plain ſtate of the important 
Ny 2 propoſed, let the impartial judge. The 
doctor knew, or ought to have known, that they 
uvhom he meant to oppoſe, hold that no unregene- 
rate ſinner ſtrives for ſalvation as he may and ought 
to do: and if he had believed the contrary, he 
ought not to take it for granted, in ſtating the queſ- 
tion to be diſputed : this, . inſtead of putting 
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16 The docfor's hating the queſtion examined. N 
the queſtion in a fair, juſt and plain ligbt, is real- Il 
ly begging the queſtion. But as he does not himſelf} 

believe thar unregenerate ſinners ever ſtrive thus, ? 

but has affirmed they do not, this his ſtate of the 
queſtion; is not only, not fair, or juſt, but ſome? 
what ſurprizing. | g i 

The queſtion really is, whether unregenerate 
finners while they do nothing but what is conſiſt- 

ent with a ſtate of unregeneracy, i. e. reigning wick- Þ 
edneſs of heart, do ever ſo ſtrive for ſalvation, as 

that by their thus ſtriving; they are intitled to 

thoſe gracious promiſes, whereby God is engaged 
to beſtow eternal life upon them ? "0 


Bo let us ſee if the doftor has fiicceeded bet- | 
ter in his ſecond attempt. This is in the following 
words. Whether the gracious declarations and? 


'«* promiſes of God in his word, are ſuch as will 
*© in any meaſure admit of the ſuppoſition; that 
e unregenerate ſinners, to whom the goſpel ie 
*© preached; may dire, ſtrive, and earneſtly en- 
* deavour, in the uſe of proper means; to obtain 

te the ſalvation revealed therein, ſeeking to God 
tt for his Grace and aſſiſtance; and yet poſſibly 3 
< fall ſhort of eternal life, and periſh in their fins, 8 
* by reaſon that God withholds his ſpirit and grace * 


= < 


from them?” He thinks, © the queſtion thus 


ſtated, comes preciſely to the ſame thing as in the © 
former way.“ Perhaps it does. But if ſo, then 
the matter is not mended ; and the queſtion is ſtill 'F 
far from being rightly ſigted, as has been ſhewn. A 
All the difficulty in this ſtate of the queſtion lies 
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in the word DESIRE. If he uſes this word in 4% 
the ſenſe in which it is commonly uſed, we ſhall 8 
171 ard. wa 


= The Dottor's flating the queſtion examined. 1 


” 
u agree with him and allow, that the gracious de- 
flarations and promiſes of God in his word, are 
„Joch as will not admit of the ſuppoſition, chat they 
e ho defre the jalvation revealed in the goſpel, can 
e Poſſibly fall hort of eternal life. This therefore 

Js not the queſtion in diſpute. The promiſes of 
e the goſpel are beyond queſtion made to all who 
Peartily defire the things promiſed. But then we 
- Þffect that no unregenerate perſon does really und 
s Heartily deſire theſe things. But of this more here- 
5 Itter. f 
4 The doctor goes on to ſay, It may be reduc- 
ed to another form, and ſtill narrower compaſs 
thus, viz. Whether unregenerate ſinners, under 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, have. any day of 
g grace and ſalvation afforded them; in ſuch a 
] © 60 ſenſe, that they ſhall certainly obtain eternal life, 
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„ provided they heartily defire it, and ſtrive to 
F< that end.” Still we are all agreed, none, I traſt, 
will deny this. 

He ſays, He has expreſſed the true point in 
F< queſtion, in theſe ſeveral ways, not meerly for 


. 
4 the fake of having it underſtood ; but partly, 
y. becauſe he ſuppoſed, that the bare ſtating it hut, 


would go a conſiderable ways towards a proper 


s guainted with the general tenor of the holy ſcrip- 
e ture; unleſs their minds are unhappily prepoſ- 
1 ſeſſed in favor of ſome unſcriptural ſcheme of 
1 MF ſyſtematical divinity.” If he has indeed expreſſ- 


7 


i d the true point in queſtion, it appears to be eaſi- 


g 1 y reſolved, from what has been obſerved: For no 
; pody ſcems to have any diſpute with him. But 
| What he ſhould imagine this to be the true point in 


D — queſtion 
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reſolution of it, with thoſe who are tolerably ac- 
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18 | The Doffor's Rating the queſtion examined, | 
| * ; 


_ queſtion ; and that what he here fixes upon as the 
condition of the promiſes of the goſpel, is ever 
come up to by unregenerate ſinners, muſt, I think, 
be owing to his not being tolerably acquainted 
with the general tenor of holy ſcripture : unleſs 3 
perhaps his mind is unhappily prepoſſeſſed in favor 


of 


of ſome unſcriptural ſcheme of UN/y/ſtematical di- 
vinity. But this will be more particularly conſider- 
ed by and by. "oy ] 
Thus it appears that the whole matter in diſpute | 
is in the doctor's way of ſtating the queſtion over- 
looked, or rather taken for granted; for it unregene- 
rate ſinners ever actually do what he ſuppoſes they 
muſt do in order to have an intet̃eſt in the promiſes, 
without queſtion promiſes of ſalvation as made to 
their doings. But that unregenerate men ever do 
thus, lies on the doctor to prove, which he has not 
ſo much as attempted any where; but as he has 
taken it for granted in ſtating the queſtion, he has 
done ſo thro” his whole performance, and from 
beginning to end, intirely miſ-ſtated the matter, and 
really begged the whole queſtion in diſpute, 
I will now take leave to give what appears to 
me to be a fair, juſt and plain ſtate of this impor- 
tant queſtion before us. 4 
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: ainſt God and the Saviour, and do with their whole 
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goſpel; and continually reje& the ſalvation it ſelf, 
and obſtinately refuſe to have any part therein, 
notwithſtanding it 1s freely offered to their choice 
and acceptance ? The bare ftating the queſtion 
thus, I ſuppoſe, will go a conſiderable ways to- 
wards a proper reſolution of it, even with all. 
The doctor himſelf, I preſume, will fully and 
chearfully eſpouſe the negative of this queſtion, thus 
ſtated. But then he may perhaps complain, that 
the true point in queſtion is not expreſſed, or at 
leaſt is not fairly ſtated; becauſe the exerciſes and 
doings of unregenerate ſinners are not juſtly repre- 
/ & ſented ; and that is taken for granted in this ſtate of 
the caſe, which he ſhall diſpute, and really is the 
only thing in queſtion, But would not ſuch a 
* complaint be really againſt himſelf, while the ſame 
i # objection lies againſt his own ſtate of the queſtion ? 
I ſay, the doctor has raiſed the unregenerate mari too 
high, and repreſented him as doing more than e- 
ver he does. On the other hand he fays, I ſink 
him too low, and repreſent all his exerciſes and 
doings in much too bad a light. Who does not 
ſee that I have as good a right to take for granted 
what I affert of the doings of the unregenerate man, 
as he has, what he has aſſerted? All muſt fee, I 
think, by this time, that in order to underſtand and 
ſettle the queſtion before us, it muſt be firſt deter- 
X* mined, what can be juſtly predicated of the doings 
of unregenerate ſinners: and that a juſt reſolution 
of this will put an end to the diſpute, If it can 
be proved that the doctor's unregenerate finner is 
a creature only of his own fancy; a kind of mon- 
ſter; an enemy to God, dreſſed up in the attire of 
XF = faint, a contradiction almoſt in terms: then all he 
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20 Of unregenerate perſons defiring ſalvation. 


has ſaid, and attempted to prove of ſuch an one, is 
really nothing to the purpoſe. Here then we muſt 
join iſſue, and leave it to the world to judge, who 
is on the right fide of the queſtion, 


SECTION. III. 


IN which it is confidered, What is meant by DE- 


 SIRING Salvation; and how far, and in what 4 


ſenſe, unregenerate perſons may be ſaid to do ſo, 


| H E doctor often ſpeaks of ſinners defiring 1 
ſalvation. With relation to this, he uſes the 
word DESIRE above thirty times in this argu- | 


ment. He calls it a fincere deſire, a real and a 


hearty deſire. This is a word of great importance 
with him. According to him, they who do not 
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heartily and earneſtly gefire ſalvation, do not ſtrive 


for it ſo as to obtain, and ſo are not in the way to 


it. (o) And on the other hand, he often ſpeaks of J 


this defire of falvation, as that which will not, can- 
not fail of ſucceſs : as if it was the only neceſſary i 


condition on the finner's part, to which all the 


promiſes in the goſpel are made. And moſt of his 
arguments derive all their force and ſtrength from 
this word. Tis proper therefore in the firſt place 


4e) F. 12. 


particularly 
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 Warticularly to attend to this, and enter into the 
rue meaning of it; otherwiſe we may diſpute al- 
ogether in the dark, 
Since the doctor makes ſo much of this word, 
Ind ſpeaks ſo often of an hearty defire of ſalvation, 
and builds ſo much upon it; it might have been 
xpected that he would have given ſuch a plain de- 
Motion of this phraſe, and ſo explained the matter, 
Phat none could be left at a loſs about his meaning. 
Hat this he has not done; we muſt therefore find 
Put his meaning as well as we can, by conſidering 
| 4 he various paſſages in which he uſes theſe words, 
Fogether with what they are connected. It is plain 
at firſt view, that he means to ſpeak of the defires 
Hof unregenerate perſons ; but the queſtion is, whe- 
her he means only thoſe deſires of ſalvation, which 
are indeed compatible to an unregenerate man; or 
ſomething which is never found with ſuch, how- 
ver he may ſuppoſe it; but is peculiar to the re- 
WLenerate ? | 
= By deſiring ſalvation, or eternal life, he evident- 
Wy means the ſame with chooſing it, in the ſame 
| ö enſe in which the people of Iſrael were exhort- 
ed to chooſe life. (p) The doctor ſpeaking of that 
Paſſage obſerves, that life was ſet before them“ for 
heir choice,” and then has the following words, 
And if ſo, the obtaining it depended on their 
choice, or was connected therewith. And doubt- 
© leſs, it is not leſs truly and properly ſet before 
ſinners now, under the goſpel diſpenſation, than 
© it was before the Iſraelits in the time of Moſes. 
From whence we may conclude, that if we re- 
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22 Of unregenerate perſons defiring ſalvation. 
« ally defire, and ſtrive to enter into life, we ſhall 
s not fall ſhort of it. (9) And in another pal 
ſage he repreſents this real defire of ſalvation as be. 
ing the ſame with accepting of it, and coming i 
Chriſt for it, or at leaſt as implying this. (r) Hav 
ing obſerved that * the ſcriptures ſpeak plainly" 
and directly of ſinners neglecting the opportunity 
allowed them for obtaining life, as the real caulf ; 
of their death or deſtruction, he proceeds to il 
luſtrate this by various paſſages of ſcripture, ſuchi 
as, how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo greaf 
ſalvation? Ye will not come unto me, that yl 
might have life. O Jeruſalem how often woulf 
I have gathered thy children—and ye would not 
&c.” And then ſays, © Theſe, with innumerable 
e other paſſages of ſcripture, moſt clearly ani 
te ſtrongly expreſs this ſentiment ; That the tru. 
«© and only reaſon why ſinners periſh, is, —thaF 
te“ they neglect the great ſalvation offered to them M© 
te and will not come to Jeſus Chriſt for life. Bu 
e neither of theſe things can be truly and proper 
te ly faid of thoſe perſons, who are awakened t 
« ſuch a ſenſe of their ſins, as really to deſire thi 
« falvation revealed, and to ſtrive in order therey 
** to.” From theſe, and other paſſages of thy 
fame import, I think it plainly appears, that by 
real defire of ſalvation, he means a hearty choicy 
of life, a true acceptance of ſalvation, and coming 
to Chriſt for life, or a taking and accepting of thi 
good things freely offered in the goſpel, He h4 
therefore ſet himſelf an eaſy taſk, while he unde! 
takes to prove, that they who thus deſire ſalvation 


(9) E. 54, (e) P. 55, 56. 


an 
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nd ſtrive in the exerciſe of theſe deſires, ſhall 
ertainly obtain; for all the promiſes of the goſpel 
re conſtantly made to ſuch, without all queſtion 
and inſtead of fourteen arguments, which the doc- 
or has produced to prove this, one might eafily a- 


1|\Wign as many ſcore, perhaps as ſtrong, and as much 


o the purpoſe, But that the unregenerate ever 

did, or ever will, thus deſire, chooſe, and acce 

f this ſalvation, and come to Chriſt for it, is de- 
Hied by thoſe whom the doctor means to oppoſe : 


„nd what is more, is in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ex- 


Preſs terms denied by our Saviour himfelf. He 
ys, No man can come unto me, except the fa- 
eber which hath ſent me, draw him.—Every man 
JW berefore that hatb heard, and learned of the Fa- 
ber, cometh unto me. (ſ) | 

The doctor ſays, that neither of theſe things” 
. e. a neglect of the great ſalvation, a refuſal to 
come to Chriſt for life, &c. © can be truly and 
properly ſaid of thoſe perſons, who are awakened 
o ſuch a ſenſe of their ſins, as really to defire the 
ſalvation revealed, and to ſtrive in order thereto : 
even tho' they are not (wniCH 1s VERY 8UPP0OS- 


oY ABLE) already in à regenerate ſtate. (t) This is 


very [uppoſable we ſee ; for the doctor has abun- 
„antly ſuppoſed it, thro' the whole courſe of his ar- 
Mgument, and built all upon this /uppoition, as has 
been obſerved. But it is preſumed he will not be 
able to prove, what has been with him ſo very ſup- 
Poſable, as Jeſus Chriſt, who doubtleſs well under- 
ſtood this matter, has not only ſuppoſed, but ex- 

preſſly aſſerted, directly the contrary, in the words 
auſt quoted, mt 


Jia vi. 44, 45. (1) P. 56. 
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24 Of unregenerate perſons diſlring ſalvation. 


Tu doctor allows that unregenerate perſons are 
not true believers or real chrſtians; and are with- 
- out all real holineſs. (a) Conſequently they do not] 
love, chooſe or deſire holineſs: but this is the object ÞF®: 
of their greateſt and peculiar averſion. Therefore 
the ſalvation offered in the goſpel, which is in a 
peculiar ſenſe an Holy ſalvation and conſiſts ſumma- 
rily in true holineſs, they are ſo far from defiring, Þ 
that nothing elle is hated and rejected by them, 
with ſuch conſtancy, and ſo much with their whole Hie 
heart, as this. And this is the only thing that keeps |" 
them from an intereſt in this ſalvation; as who ever Þ el 
is willing to take it as 'tis offered, has it: and it is I 
certainly beſtowed on every one who defires and tu 
chooſes it, ſo aſks for it; which is the ſame with 4 
coming to Chriſt for life. | N * 

UNREGENERATSE ſinners may, while they conti- N 
nue ſuch, in ſome ſenſe deſire ſalvation. They may er 
deſire deliverance from natural evil, between which |&* 
and ſalvation there is no medium: and they may N 
deſire ſafety and happineſs, under a conviction of 
conſcience, that it is to be had in no other way but 
by ſharing in the ſalvation which is by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Such a deſire as this every perſon under the goſpel N 
has, in ſome degree, who has any belief of the truth f 
of divine revelation : And theſe deſires are ſtrong, |F* 
and influence the conduct of men, in proportion to 
their attention to theſe things, and theirapprehention 
and ſenſe of the importance of them to themſelves. 
But this is conſiſtent with their hating the true cha- 
racter of the only Saviour, and the ſalvation which . 


(uv) P. 42, 43. 
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e offers freely for their acceptance; and their 
ontinuing to reject it with their whole hearts. It 
s but to delude ſinners, to repreſent to them, that 
heir concern and defires of this kind, are the leaſt 
evidence that their hearts are a whit the nearer a 
true ſubmiſſion to Chriſt, or a real acceptance of ſal- 
ation as offered by him; or that there is the leſs 
pppoſition to the goſpel in their hearts. If the doc- 
For, by his DESIRES of ſalvation, means ſuch de- 
ires as theſe, which moſt men under the goſpel have 
n a greater or leſs degree, and had explained him- 
elf, moſt of his arguments would appear in their 
rue weakneſs, to every one at firſt view. Pot 
heſe are not truely and properly defires of the 1a. 
vation offered in the goſpel, according to the moſt 
rommon and natural meaning of the word: becauſe 
hat ſalvation is not properly the object of theſe de- 
Fires, but ſomething elſe ; yea, ſalvation as it is of- 
fered is not deſired, but rejected. If any parti- 
Fular gift or priviledge i is offered to a perſon, and 
othing required as the condition of his having it, 
put his hearty acceptance of it; he cannot be ſaid to 
} lefire it according to the ſenſe in which the word 
s generally uſed, if the gift offered is in itſelf un- 
eſirable to him, or if, all things conſidered, he is 
hot willing to have it, and refuſes to take i it; bow- 
ver exerciſed he may be about the matter, and 
Frhatever pains he may take with relation to it. 
The ſalvation revealed in the goſpel, is offered 
: * to the acceptance of all; the proclamation 
$5, © Whoſoever will, let him come and take it. 
40d they who diſlike and reject this ſalvation, and 
he Saviour himſelt by whom it is offered, and are, 
N on the whole, all things conſidered, unwiiling to 
ö E be 
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26 Of unregenerate perſons dehring ſalvation, 


we ſhould dere him. He is deſpiſed and rejed 


Fring ſalvation, who was not heartily willing ta 


would give notice of it, and ſo explain himſelf, 


| which miſtakes are ſo eaſily and ſo often made, e 


be ſaved by him, cannot be properly ſaid to derne 
this ſalvation; but it may truly be ſaid that they 
not defire to be ſaved by Chriſt. The words of I 
faiah'are very applicable to ſuch ; and of ſuch hi 
doubtleſs ſpeaks, when he ſays, When we ſhall 
ſee him (i. e. the Meſſiah) there is no beauty thi 


ed of men. (x) Deſpiſing and rejecting any objed 
is furely inconſiſtent with, and in direct oppoſition 
to defring it. Therefore there is not one inſtanqſ 
in ſcripture of any perſon's being ſpoken of as d 


accept of it as it is offered; but ſuch are repreſeniſw 
ed as not defiring it. If therefore the doctor uſd 
this word in a ſenſe directly contrary to that i 
which it is uſed in holy ſcripture, and in comme! 
ſpeech ; and ſo in a very ſtrange and improper ſenſq 
it might reaſonably have been expected that h 


to prevent miſtake and deluſion in this matter, is 


ſpecially by the inattentive and unwary. But f 
It is evident from what has been taken notice of aH c 
ready, that he, at leaſt ſome times, means ſomcM } 
thing elſe by his deſires of ſalvation, I proceed f 
obferve, He Het, - 76K (4 = | 
Men may moſt properly be ſaid really and he 


tily to deſire ſalvation, when the ſalvation itſelf i 


it conſiſts being what they are pleaſed with, and 
chooſe for their own fake; and this implies a 
hearty approbation of the character of the Saviouſ 


* 


the object of their deſires, the good things in whic | 
| 


(x) Iſaiah lil, 2, 3. 
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nd the way of ſalvation by him. They who have 
uch a deſire of ſalvation as this do truely chooſe 
ife, and may properly be ſaid to accept of ſalvati- 
n; to receive Jeſus Chriſt and come to him for 


ö ife, or believe on his name. The doctor ſeems 
hig mean ſuch kind of deſires as theſe, by the de- 
res of ſalvation he ſpeaks ſo much of, as has been 


A. 
(7 


10! 
1s 
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ewn. It is quoted, as has been before oblery- 
2d, that to ſuch deſires as theſe the promiſes of the 
goſpel are made; therefore they who thus deſire 


Walvation ſhall not fail of it. But ſuch deſires as 
theſe are holy deſires ; and therefore are found no 
where but in a regenerate heart. The love of ho- 
Wlineſs is it ſelf an exerciſe of holineſs : but an hear- 


ty deſire of holineſs for its own ſake, implies and 
is indeed itſelf, an exerciſe of love to holineſs. 


Nov to deſire ſalvation for its own ſake, becauſe 


tis what it is; is to deſire holineſs for its own fake x 


for holineſs comes into the very eſſence of this ſal- 
vation. And that approbation of the character of 
the Saviour, which is implied in true deſires of 
J lalvation by him, alſo implies love to him, and 
Y conſequently is-an exerciſe of love to holineſs : fog 


holineſs. is an eſſential; and the moſt important 
part of the character of the Saviour, without which 


he could not be the Saviour of ſinners. 


Ihe falyation which the goſpel reveals, the way 
in which it is beſtowed; and the Saviour himſelf; 
are if I may ſo ſpeak, ſo cloathed with holineſs, 
and ſuch a bright expreſſion of it, which is the pe- 
culiar excellency and glory of the goſpel, that the 
unholy are ſet at the greateſt diſtance from theſe 


things; and men never will deſire and chooſe them 


untill they haye a heart friendly to holineſs, which is 
ine wo. the 
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the new heart given in regeneration. If the unre- 


tell what regeneration conſiſts in. For if men have 
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generate have an heart to deſire and chooſe the ſal- 
vation offered in the goſpel, in the ſenſe now ex- 


plained, it will be difficult to ſhew what need they 
ſtand in of regeneration in order to be ſaved, or to 


an heart to.defire and chooſe holineſs for holineſs} 
fake, and ſo to delight in it, as they muſt, in or- 
der to deſire and chooſe the ſalvation offered in the 


goſpel, and come to Chriſt, they have no need off : 
a new heart in order to be holy, and happy in God FF v 
and the Saviour: this fame principle from whence , 
ſuch deſires flow being perfected, they will be per- I 
fectly united to the Saviour, and compleatly deliver-& 
ed from fin and miſery,and in full poſſaſſion of ſal- « 
vation. The need men ſtand in therefore of being t 
regenerated, or of having a new heart given them, , 
is a demonſtration that the unregenerate have no | 
ſuch deſires. I 


And this is agreeable to the whole current of 
ſcripture repreſentation, as might be eaſily ſhewn, | 
was there need of it. The ſcripture ranks all man- 
kind in two claſſes. Thoſe that love God and his 
ways, who know and chooſe the things that are 
excellent; and thoſe the language of whoſe hearts 
to God is, ©* depart from us, for we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy ways; who are enemies to the 
juſt God and Saviour, and fleglect and refuſe the 
falvation offered. Of theſe, ſome may be more 
concerned about themſelves than others, and ſo 
have more exerciſes, and take more pains to eſcape 3 
eternal miſery ; but {till their hearts are as oppoſite 
to reconciliation with God, and to the falvation 
offered as ever; they have ſtill an heart of ſtone, | 


* 
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a ſtubborn rebellious heart, and are dead in teſpaſ- 
ſes and fins, untill they have a new heart given them; 
and they are quickened by regeneration. 

If the doctor will ſhew from ſcripture; that 
there are ſome perſons who are neither dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, nor alive to God; who are neither 
enemies to God and the Saviour, nor his friends 
and reconciled to him: or if he will tell what need 
they ſtand in of regeneration, who have theſe 


hearty deſires of falvation, which are inconſiſtent 


with a hard heart, a neglecting the great ſalvation 
offered them, and a refuſing to come to Chriſt for 
life, and will plainly ſhew what ſuch a regenera- 
tion conſiſts in, he will doubtleſs greatly oblige the 


JF chriſtian world. But till this is done, we muſt 


take leave to conclude, that the deſires of the un- 
regenerate he ſpeaks of, and the regeneration of 
thoſe who firſt have theſe deſires, are a figment of 
his own. | 


SECTI@N IV. 


AN examination of nine of the Doctor's fourteen 
arguments. 9 


WW HAT the doctor, undertakes to ſupport is, 

that the endeavours and ſtriving of the an- 
regenerate have a promiſe of ſucceſs; and fo are 
g LIES certainly 


— — — 
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certainly connected with ſalvation. This he attempts 
to prove by fourteen arguments. It appears at firſt | 


view they.are not wanting in number”; the weight 
and ſtrength of them is now to be inquired into. At 
leaſt nine of theſe fourteen have all their ſtrength 
in the words DESIRE of ſalvation, or words to 


the like purpoſe ; in which the unregenerate ſinner 


15 ſuppoſed to have ſuch a defire of ſalvation which 


implies a real choice of it as it is offered; and a har- | 


ty acceptance of it, and coming to Chriſt for it, 
Now as this ſuppoſition is intirely groundleſs and 
contrary to the truth, as has been ſhewn in the laſt 
ſection, all thoſe arguments, which are built wholly 
upon it, are demoliſhed and fall of courſe. But that 


this may clearly appear, we will briefly conſider 


each of them. 


„ . wit. , , ᷣ s_::. ec oa 


N bs o . ol * n * ty 
vs 1 N l 8 e 


As E. 3ſt ** Mankind being conſidered in ſcrip- 
* ture as in a ſtate of fin and death, it is declared 
*© that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to fave | 


*© them: to ſave Sinners ; to ſee and to ſave that 
*© which was loſt,” (y) The doctor, proceeds, to 


illuſtrate this by ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture, and 


then adds, Now, from ſuch declarations of holy 
* ſcripture, we may fairly infer that all thoſe to 
* whom the goſpel is preached, have therein an 
offer of ſalvation made to them. And if it re- 
* ally makes an offer, or points out a method of 


A 


« falvation to all; can it be ſuppoſed, that any 


* 


* 


ſinner WHO IS WILLING AND DESIR- 
© OUS, and ſtrives, to obtain the ſalvation thus 


revealed, ſhould yet be rejected of God and 
finally periſh ? Certainly it cannot,” (3) The 


(y) P. 47. (2) P, 48, 49. 
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whole of this is granted. But what does it prove? 
that ſalvation is offered to the acceptance of all: 
and therefore whoever is {o*<* deſirous” to obtain the 
ſal vation thus revealed as to“ be willing” to have it, 
and heartily accept of it, ſhall not he rejected. No- 
thing can be more certain than this. But what is 
this to an unregenerate ſinner who vill not come to 
Chriſt for life, and continues to make light of, and 
reject, the ſalvation offered to him? 


ARs. ad.“ God hath declared in the moſt ſolemn 
* manner that he hath no pleaſure in the death of 
e finners, (4) Yea, it is declared, that God 4/7 
« have all men to be ſaved. Now it what theſe 
0 declarations moſt obviouſly and ſtronaly import, 
be true: ſurely all who REALLY DESIRE and 
0 ſtrive to obtain eternal life, will certainly obtain 
it. For if God himſelf hath no pleaſure in their 
e death, but the contrary ; and if they themſelves 
** defire life and endeavour to obtain it, what ſhould 
hinder their falvation ? Can the devil be ſuppol- 
* ed to hinder it on theſe ſuppoſitions? He can- 
e not, unleſs, he is ſtronger, not only than man, 
e but than God himſelf.” (6) Very ſtrongly 
exprefled : And very true ; But what is all this to 
the caſe in hand? to the unregenerate who are ſo 
far from defiring life, that they chooſe and love 
death rather than life ; (c) and are the children of 
diſobedience, in whom the devil powerfully work- 
eth: (4) yea, the children of the devil, whoſe luſts 
they will do, (e) being vgluntarily in his kingdom 
and under his power ? > TPO. 


(a) zel xxxiii 11 (5) P 49. (e) Prov, viii. 36. 'Fph. its 
2 (e) Joabn vill. 44. 1 J ti, 10, : . 


ARO. 


— —̃̃— 
—— — —-—— — 


: E — - - — 
— 32 —— 
a DAS" —— — 2 — — 
333 C -..- cc 

— Ati. th... 4 

— — - — * — 

— — — — 

- 


32 The Doctors arguments examined. 


Ax. 3d. © According, to the repreſentation of 
te ſcripture,God affords to innert a ſpacę for repen- «: 
te tance, a day of grace and ſalvation: or a ſeaſon for | 
on making their peace with him; during which | 
* time, he is ſaid to be near ſo that he may be found : 
* by them that ſeck him. Yea, God is oe | ; 
« ſented as longſuffering towards them, being un- 
de willing that they ſhould periſh.” Having i® — | 
tioned a unmber of texts to this purpoſe, he ſays. | 
% Now, is it conſiſtent with theſe repeated deofa- | 
« rations, to ſuppoſe that ſinners during the time 3 
of their viſitation, may REALLY DESIRE and | 
* ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; and'yet fall 
&« ſhort of falvation ? % All true yet, if really 
defiring and ſtriving imply a hearty acceptance of 
offered mercy ; But nothing to the purpoſe. The | 
unregenerate ſinner, whoſe heart is as hard as a ſtone, 
who refuſes to repent,and embrace the goſpel,is left a 
out of the queſtion, and may periſh notwithſtanding F 
all theſe declarations. The follow ing words, upon 
this argument are perhaps worthy a tranſcription. 4 
« If God is longſuffering, not willing that any of 
te thoſe ſinners, to whom the goſpel is preached, 
6 ſhould periſh, but that 40 ſhould come to re- 
*© pentance ; certainly he puts them all into a ca- | 
<& pacity for attaining ſalvation.“ If he means, they 
may be ſaved if they will; or that nothing can pre- 
vent their ſalvation but the want of their good will 
in the caſe, as tis preſumed he does, his argument 
is acknowledged to be juſt : But he goes on to ſay, 
«© To ſuppoſe that = re left in ſuch a ſtate, that $ 
* they « cannot avoid ber fung, tho' ha dehre 3 
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te or in ſuch a ſtate as renders repentance impeſſible 
« for them; manifeſtly ſuppoſes, that God wills 
« them to periſh, that he woud not have them come 
« to repentance ; nor really allows them a ſpace 
« for it in any proper ſenſe: and fo is directly 


te contrary to the doctrine of ſcripture.” All may 


be ſaved who truly deſire it, and repentance is im- 
poſſible to none who are willing to repent. But 
if the unregenerate, doalways refuſe to repent, there 
being no difficulty in the way of their repentance 


and falvation, but the obſtinacy of their own will, 


what is all this to the doors purpoſe? In this 
paſſage the doctor fully ſhews that by deſiring ſal- 
vation, he intends the ſinners good will in the caſe; 


and ſuppoſes that the unregenerate may be ſo well 


diſpoſed towards repentance and ſalvation as that 
if they periſh, it muſt be owing, not to any deficien- 
cy in their hearts but to ſome fatal difficulty which 
God has laid in their way which it is impoſſible 
their good will ſhould remove. He adds, But 
let the unbiaſſed judge.” And ſo ſay I.—let 


them judge, whether the doctor had any reaſon to 


make ſuch a repreſentation as this: or whether it 
is any thing to the purpoſe. 581 


ARG. Ach. It is further to be remarked, that 
* during this ſpace given for repentance, or that 
day ot ſalvation, which the ſcriptures ſo plainly 
« aſſert : ſinners are earneſtly admoniſhed, ex- 
e horted and commanded, to ſeek God, to be re- 
** conciled to him, and to work out their ſalvati- 
on.“ (g) And having produced a number of paſ- 
ſages to this purpoſe, he draws the conſequence in 


8) P. 51, : 
| F ” in 


* 
! WW... 
— £6 

= 1 


— , 


— — 
alt — — T— 


34 


The Doctor's arguments examined. 


the following words. Theſe exhortations and 
* commands, are directed more efpecially to ſin- 


« ners; to the wicked; to fimple ones, ſcorn- 


EN 
* 


* ers and fools; to ſuch as were not yet reconciled 


* fo God. And can any unprejudiced man think 


© it conſiſtent with them, to ſuppoſe, that finners 
ee may be awakened to ſuch a fenfe of their miſery 
<< jn being in a ſtate of alienation from God, as to 
te qefire to be reconciled to him, and really ſtrive 
t to obtain a part in the ſalvation thus revealed; 
« and yet fail of it! Judge for yourſelves” We 


» 
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will And therefore conclude, that theſe exhorta- 


tions and commands being given to the wicked, 


feorners, and fools, &c. who are the fame with 


the unregenerate, is no argument that they require | 
nothing but what ſuch may comply with, and yet | 
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remain wicked, fcorners, and fools ; but they are 
required to /eave off ſcorning ; to forſake the fool- 
1b, &c. That they who do this, aud fo truely | 


defire to be reconciled to God i.e. are in any degree 
reconciled to God at heart, ſhall not fail of ſalvati- 


on. But ſimple ones, ſcorners, and fools, or the 
unregenerate, never do this, while they remain 
fuch. And now what is become of the doGtors | 


arguments?--Let the reader judge for himſelf. 


Axe. 5th.“ Conformably herete, life and 
4 death, bleſſing and curſing, are ſaid to be ſet | 
« before ſinners, in the word of God, and they | 


« are admoniſhed to chooſe life. ()--But with what 
ce truth or propriety could life and death be ſaid to 
ec be fet before ſinners, if tho' they defired life, and 
« heartily endeavoured to obtain it, they might 
(b) Dent, xXx. 19. . ö 
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« yet fail thereof? (1) Life is undoubtedly ſet 
before ſinners for their choice. If therefore they 
comply with the offer and exhortation, and chooſe 
life. they will certainly have it. But what is this 
to the ſinner, who does, not chooſe, but obſtinate- 
ly refuſes the life offered to him? this is true of 
every unregenerate perſon, as has been ſhewn. 


, ” 4. . 2s. 26 b , 
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ARG. 6th, © The ſcripture ſpeaks of ſome ſin- 
ners as wholly left, and forſaken of God, in this 
* world ; given up to their own hearts luſts, to 
« incurable blindneſs, to ſtrong deluſion, &c. 
ce that they might be damned. Now it there is 
* any {ſuch thing as ſuch like paſſages of ſcripture 
* ſeem to aſſert; and as they are uſually under- 
« ſtood; it will even from hence follow, that the 
« perſons thus given up of God, were, antecedent- 
“ ly hereto, in a falvable ſtate ; that they had in 
© ſome meaſure the reſtraints and ſtrivings of God's 
* ſpirit z that they were really put into a capacity 
for obtaining ſalvation, HAD THEY DESIR- 
EDIT; and that their not doing ſo, was the 
JF © reaſon of their being thus forſaken.” (K) 3g 
It is ſufficient to obſerve upon all this, that there 

is no advance made by this argument, it being 
the ſame with the foregoing, only in a little differ- 
ent words, All that the doctor attempts to prove 
here is, that if the ſinner under the goſpel is not 
ſaved, but is given up to ruin, it is becauſe he 
does not deſire and chooſe ſalvation when offered 
to him, but neglects and refuſes it. But how 
does this help the untegenerate, who always do this? 


* ** is - SINE 3 
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(i) P. 53. (1) F. 54. 
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directly of finners negleAing the opportunity} 


inferrs in alluſion to the ſcriptures he here quotes, 
That the true and only reaſon why finners pe- N 


5 God, ſtretched out to ſave them ; that they} 


4 


ill not come to Jeſus Chriſt for life,” But} 


*. 


order to be intereſted in the promiſes. But he . 


Ano. 7th. © The ſcriptures ſpeak plainly and 


allowed them for obtaining life, as the real 
cauſe of their death or deſtruction.“ Hence he 


*« riſh, is, that they do not regard the hand of 


* 


grieve him by their obduracy in ſin; that they 
neglect the great ſalvation offered to them; — f 


by 


* 


* 


neither of theſe things can be truely and proper- 
ly ſaid of thoſe perſons, who are awakened to 
ſuch a ſenſe of their fins, as really to defire the fal-oF 
* vation revealed; and to ſtrive in order thereto; j 
even tho' they are not (which is very ſuppoſe- ; 
b able) already in a regenerate ſtate, And therefore 


Nee 


* all ſuch perſons, unleſs they ceaſe to defire and 
be ſtrive thus, ſhall be ſaved.” Tis well he has “ 
thought of his perſeverance to the end of life once, | 
which he had hitherto in every argument entirely . 


forgot or rather implicitly denyed as neceſſary in 


goes on] “ Not to be ſure, without being born 
of God: but they ſhall be renewed in the ſpirit 
&« of their minds; and conſequently enter into 
life.” (/) What has been faid upon this paſſage 
in the laſt ſection, is ſufficient to convince any at- 
tentive impartial perſon, I truſt, that what the F 
doctor here takes to be © very ſuppoſeable, 5 
plainly contary to ſcripture and all reaſon: and 2 


therefore the argument being built upon a moſt 4 


(1) F. 55, 56, 57 Y 
evident! 
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vidently falſe hypotheſis, as are all the other, is 
uch too weak to bear its own weight. 

I SHALL at preſent paſs over the next five argu- 
Wnents, leaving them to be more particularly conſi- 
Hered by and by; and now attend to the t⁹.ͤ /aff, 
s they ſeem to be exactly of the ſame ſtamp wi!!: 
hoſe already mentioned ; and theretore molt Pro- 


perly put with them, 


ARG. 13th. © It is very generally allowed, 
that all thoſe i in general, who hear the goſpel ; 
are invited and required, not only to believe it, 
“but to repent of their fins, and to become the 
true diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. It is moreover 
univerſally acknowledged, that the goſpel pro- 
miſes eternal life to all who do thus, or to all 
real chriſtians: Andit is repreſented as a won- 
derful manifeſtation of the goodneſs of God to 
men, that he ſhould, in this way, promiſe 
RF ſalvation to them. Now, it theſe conceptions 
and repreſentations. are juſt, as they unqueſtion- 
ably are; it may from hence be clearly inferred, 
that there is grace accompanying the dipenfation 
of the goſpel, ſufficient to render it effectual to 
the ſalvation of thoſe, who hear it, PROVID- 
ED THEY ARE REALLY DESIROUS 
F, and endeavour after it.” All very true. 
But What if they are not really deſirous of it; 
but oppoſe and reject it? And if this is true 


f all the unregenerate, the amen comes to no- 
1 thin g. 


c 


bs, 
i 
cc 
* 
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ARG, 74th, © It is very generally allowed, that 
$4 «© thoſe 


ſenſe it is made poſſible to all; and their conſtant- 


38 The Doctor's arguments examined. | 
< thoſe who, having had the goſpel E unt 0 
it 


* them, do not actually comply with the methoif 
of ſalvation revealed therein, and fo finally ob £ 
ce tain eternal life, will have an aggravated cory b 
« demnation at the laſt day. This is agreeable Mh 
** the repreſentations of ſcripture in many placeiMWpot 
« But what reaſon ? What juſtice, would then {$4 
ebe in this, if theſe ſinful and unhappy men weren 
never really put into a capacity for obtainingþo! 
< this ſalvation? or never had it made poſſible to 
& them, tho" they defired and endeavoured to bei 
* come be. of it? * i 

I anſwer, No reafon, or juſtice at all. But 


what is this to his purpoſe ? All finners under tho 


goſpel are really put into a capacity for obtain. 
ing ſalvation :” and that whether they deſire andy 
accept of this ſalvation or not; it being freely of 
tered to their choice and acceptance. In thi 


| 
ly neglecting and refuſing to defire and endeavouſ 
to become partakers of it, does not alter the caſ: 
with reſpect to this, If therefore they miſs 0 
this ſalvation, becauſe they do not deſire it, but ne- 1 
glect and refuſe it, which is true of all unregene- 
rate men; then this is very conſiſtent with the/ 
falling under “ an aggravated condemnation,” |" 
becauſe they © do not actually comply with chef A 
method of lalration revealed.“ N 


Nine of the doQors fourteen arguments hav: i 
now been conſidered. And as they are all built 
upon one hypotheſis, which has no truth in it, th 


perfectly weak and igconcluũive, an | ; 
nde 
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Indeed, theſe nine arguments are really but one. 
ng ks they are all built on one hypotheſis, ſo the pre- 
icate in each is much one and the ſame, as the at- 

| ntive reader may eaſily ſee by looking over them. 
e ö he number therefore adds nothing to the weight. 
hey may be eaſily reduced to one; and that, to 
o⸗thing. Or it he had pleaſed he might have add- 
id an hundred, yea as many as there are promiſes 
n the bible, as weighty and as much to the pur- 
Poſe as any of theſe. 

HgHat let the the unbyaſſed judge.“ 


SECTION V. 


N which three of the remaining five of the Doc- 
tor's arguments are examined. | 


3 


HE doctor's eighth, tenth, and eleventh argu- 
11 ments are ſo nearly one; or at leaſt run ſo much 

Into one and the ſame thing, that they may be con- 
Widered together. Theſe are ſtated in the follow- 
ng words, Sinners have a promiſe of the ſpi- 
Ferit of wiſdom, or of ſpiritual. wiſdom, with 


= 


b © an arbitrary aſſertion ; one for which there i 
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« fo you.(m) Hear inſtruction and be wiſe, an 
* refuſe it not. Bleſſed is the man that heareth m 
&« watchins daily at my gates, and waiting at thi 
% poſts of my doors. (n) And © Our Saviour prof 
* nounces a bleſſing on thoſe that hunger an 
ce thirſt after righteouſneſs ; adding, that they ſal 
« be filled,” (o) And © To this promiſe of ou 
Lord, another may be ſubjoined, which is alif 
« found in his ſermon on the mount. A, andi 
© ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find, &c. ( 

The doctor attempts to prove that the condity 
on to which theſe promiſes of ſpiritual, ſaving 
bleſſings are made, intends the exerciſes and doing 
of the unregenerate, His arguments for this ar 
now carefully to be enquired into. 

He having obſerved, that © it will perhaps b 
« ſaid, that none but a regenerate man, can b 
© ſuppoſed to turn at God's, or wiſdom's repro 
* or to wait at tbe poſts of ber doors, in the ſen 
e here intended,“ goes on to ſay, But this wer 


* 
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* not the leaſt colour or foundation. For the perf 
* ſons here addreſſed, are ſpoken to under th 
character of Hmple ones, ſcorners, and fools ; wi 
* certainly need wiſdom the moſt of any. An 
the promiſe is apparently made for the encou 
© ragement of ſuch, to turn at her reproof, an 
ce to watch daily at her gates; that they mig 
find her, and thereby ind life. This was there 
ce fore to be done by them, antecedently to thel 
obtaining ſpiritual wiſdom ; not in the adi 


« exerciſe of it,” (q) 


| (n) Prov. i. 23. (#) Chap. viii. 33, 34: Cee P. 57: @) P. 9 
(2) P. 61, (7) E. 57. 3 Ti 
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The perfons here addreſſed are indeed © ſimple 
ones, ſcorners and fools, who certainly need wiſ- 


3Y 


dom the moſt of any.” But does it hence follow, 
that they are not called upon and required to o- 
bey and be wiſe; but to do ſomething while: they 
remain ſcorners and fools, or antecedent to their 
J obtaining wiſdom ? I think not: But directly 
che contrary : vig. that they are required to em- 
brace wiſdom, or be wiſe z to ceaſe from ſcorning, 
and become obedient : to forſake the fooliſh, and 
live. I truſt the doctor will not deny that furning 
Nat wiſdom's reproof implies thus much. And if 
IJ ſo, it cannot mean any thing to be done by them 
while they continue fools and ſcorners, or conſiſt- 
ent with their continuing ſuch. It appears to me 
an odd way of arguing, to ſay, that ſeeing they 
are addteſſed in the character of ſimple ones, ſcorn- 
ers, and fools, therefore they are called upon to 
act according to this character; that is, like ſimple 
ones, ſcorners, and fools. But thus argues the 
doctor. | 8 6 
And this is not the only inſtance of the doctor's 
„ arguing at this rate. In order to prove that the 
oſeing, ſeeking, and knocking our Saviour ſpeaks of, 
intends the defires, prayers and endeavours of the 
unregenerate, he ſays, The words were ſpoken 
by him to the promiſcuous multitude of his profeſſ- 
ed followers; and there i no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that all theſe were in a regenerate ſtate,” (fr? This 
is as if a doctor of divinity ſhould gravely under- 
take to prove that the moral layy, contained in the 
ten commands requires nothing but what unholy, 
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| wicked men do, while fach ) becauſe zt vas pub- 


liſhed to a promiſcuous multitude, many, if not} 
moſt, of whom'were ſuch. The doctor allows, chat 
e all thoſe- in general who hear the goſpel, are 
* invited and required to repent of their fins, andſ 
eto become the true diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt.” (/) 
He repreſents thoſe who will not allow this, 
to be men of a diſordered mind, hardly fit to 


be reaſoned with.” If the doctor will not rank 


| himſelf among theſe, he muſt allow that our Savi- 


our, when he preached the goſpel on the mount, 
did invite and require all his hearers to repent ary 
become his true diſciples, and as ſuch, with a peni- 
tent, humble, chriſtian temper of mind, to afk, ſeek} 
and knock; however far he knew moſt of them! 
then to be from ſuch a temper. But this is to give 
up the argument under conſideration, as fit to be 
uſed only by © men of a difordered mind, hardly ; 
fit to be reaſoned with.” But to return, 

The doctor goes on to argue, that if the pro- 
miſe of wiſdom in the texts quoted, is not made 
to the turning, waiting and watching of an unre- 
generate man, then it amounts to no more than 
this; that upon their £r/# becoming wiſe; they ſhall} 
then have wiſdom given them. But ſuch a pro- 
miſe, he thinks, not agreeable to the wiſdom| 
of God.“ (t) 5 | 
This, with his words juſt now quoted relating 
to theſe ſcriptures, leads to the following remarks. || 
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1. It does not appear that there is any prone 4 
y 


of wiſdom in theſe texts, of which the 


P. 66. (i) P. 62. | N 
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ave no | | 


degree, who hearken and turn at wiſdom'sreproof. | 
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| 
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The ching required here is wiſdom. They are 
exhorted to act directly contrary to what ſcorners 


— 
1 


i | and fools do, which ſurely is to act wiſely. ** Hear 
inſtruction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſſed 
dis the man that beareth me, watching daily at my 
7 gates, &c.“ Hearing inſtruction is here ſpoken of 
„as the fame with being wiſe, or as that in which 


wiſdom conſiſts; and not as ſomething which a 
fool muſt do, as ſuch, or while ke continues a fool, 
and antecedent to his exerciſing any wildom. 
Therefore ſuch are pronounced bleſſed who hear- 
ken to wiſdom, watching daily at her gates, &c. 
which is itſelf an exerciſe of wiſdom, We have 
the ſame exhortation in a little different words, in 
the context. (u) O ye ſimple, underſtand wiſdom : 
and, ye fools, be ye of an undenſtanding heart.” 
None can ſuppoſe that what is required here, is 
ſomething to be done by the ſimple and foals, “an- 
tecede o their obtaining witdom ;'* but they 
are calle& upon to be wiſe, _ | 5 
The ſame is evident with reſpect to the other 
paſſage referred to by the doctor, How long, ye 
ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity? And the ſcor- 
ners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate know- 
ledge ? Turn you at my reproof.“ Here 'tis ſup- 
poſed that they muſt ceaſe from loving ſimplicity, 
and no longer delight in ſcorning, and hate know- 
ledge, in order to turn at wiſdom's reproof ; or 
rather, that this is implied in the turning required, 
Therefore turning is an exerciſe of wiſdom and o- 
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bedience, in oppoſition to folly and ſtubborneſs. 
How the doctor could imagine that, here, and in 
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4) Prov. viii. 5. 
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the words before conſidered, wiſdom is promiſed, 
upon doing ſomething in which no wiſdom is im- 
plied, I am at a loſs. | 

It is indeed here promiſed, that upon their /urn- 
ing, wiſdom will make known her words unto them, 


But this only intends that they ſhall be taken into 
the ſchool of wiſdom, in conſequence of their be- | 
ing ſo wiſe as to embrace her; and ſhall be train- | 


ed up by her, as the children of wiſdom, to great- 


er degrees of knowledge and underſtanding, For 
« the Lord layeth up ſound wiſdom for the righ- 
tepus. bx) To him that hath ſhall be given, 
and he-ſhall have more abundance,” Give inſtruc- | 
tion to a w/e man, and he will be yet wiſer : teach | 


a juſt man, and he will increaſe in learning,” (y) 
This leads to another remark. | 


2. It is contrary to reaſon and common ſenſe : 


Yea, a plain contradiction, to bee any 
perſon does hearken to the reproofs an&Mſtruction 
of wiſdom, and obey her dictates, while a fool, and 
antecedent to his having and exerciſing any wiſdom, 
To hearken to wiſdom, and turn at her reproof, is 
ſurely itſelf w/e, or an inſtance and exerciſe of wiſ- 
dom. If the dictates of wiſdom itſelf are wiſe; 
then it is not folly, but wiſdom, to hearken to them, 
If this is not wiſdom, it will be difficult to ſhew 
what is wiſdom, or that there is any ſuch thing in 
the univerſe. „55 

The doctor concludes this argument by ſaying, 
*© I may venture to appeal to any wiſe man, whe- 
* ther ſuch a promiſe would be agreeable to the 
be wiſdom of God.“ (2) I will venture my charac- 


bee) Prov. ii. 7, (y) Chop. ix. 9. (x) P. 58, 
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„Fer for wiſdom, with the public, and with the 
Hoctor himſelf, ſo far as to tay, that whatever 


} 
promiſe is made to hearkening to wiſdom, and 
; 


o 


Furning at her repoof, is a promiſe made to a uiſe 
d or the exerciſe of wifdom ; and that ſuch a 
promiſe may be agreeable to the wiſdom of God. 
And I hope the doctor will, for time to come, be 
ſo wiſe, and ſo much of a divine and philoſopher, 
as not to aſſert, or even think the contrary. 


. 
0 
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I conax nowgto conſider the doctors arguments 
to prove that bungering and thir/ting after righte- 
J ouſneſs, intends the exerciſes of the unregenerate. 
He ſays, there is not the leaſt ground to doubt but 
that convinced, awakened ſinners, may and do 
often, thus hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
** nels.” (4) | uh 

I anſwer, Hungering and thirſting ſuppoſes and 
implies, yea conſiſts in a reliſh of, and appetite 
to, the things hungered and thirſted after. So far 
therefore as ſinners are without any real, true ap- 
petite to holineſs or righteouſneſs, and have no re- 
liſh and love for it, But an averſion to it; juſt ſo 
far there is ground {o doubt, whether they hunger 
and thirſt after it ; Yea, there is ground of afſu- 
rance that they do not, But the unregenerate have 
no ſuch appetite; for their unregeneracy conſiſts in 
| the want of it, and the perfect prevalence and do- 
Z 
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minion of and inclination and appetite directly con- 
trary hereto. Therefore, whatever elſe they may 
hunger and thirſt after, they do not hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, 5 
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Beſides, if theſe words of our Saviour are conſiM.; 
dered in their connection, it will appear unreaſon o 
able to apply them to the unregenerate. Hunger x 
ing and thirſting after righteouſneſs, is ſpoken q « 
as an abiding, conſtant exerciſe, and points out Mo 
character, as much as any of the reſt of theſe bea Hh. 
titudes ; ſuch as the poor in ſpirit, the merciful, th 
pure in heart, &c. The doctor I conclude, willhe 
not ſuppoſe that the other exerciſes or character 
mentioned here, intend the tranſient acts of thier 
unregenerate ; but the abiding exerciſes and cha " 
racter of true chriſtians, which a&peculiar and ei 
ſential to them as ſach. And there is no reaſoil; 
why this one expreſſion ſhould be fingled out, aft 
belonging to the unregenerate only; and not tf 
thoſe, whoſe temper and exetciſes Chriſt is cha- 
racterizing thro' this whole paſſage. | 

But againſt this the doctor argues in the follow. 
ing words, If any ſhould ſay, that the regene-Þþ 
rate only, or ſuch as have already attained unt 
* righteouſneſs, can be ſuppoſed to hunger and 
ve thirſt after righteouſneſs; this were altogetherÞ 
* as contrary to reaſon and good ſenſe, as to ſay, 
* that a man muſt eat a good meal, in order to 
be hungry in a literal ſenſe ; and that he mult 
« drink an hearty draught, in order to be a-thirſt. 

The miſ-repreſentation and abſurdity contained 
in theſe words muſt appear, I think, to all who 
will calmly attend to the matter. Regeneration 
does not conſiſt in any exerciſe of the mind, ot 
any enjoyment : but by being regenerated a foun- 
dation is laid in the mind for holy exerciſes, fo 
Hungering and thirſting after righteouneſs, and 
eating and drinking in a ſpiritual ſenſe, In rege. 
| ; , N neration 
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¶eration is given what may be called an appetite to 
Holineſs or a right taſte and diſpoſition, And the 
Ferciſes of this new taſte or appetite, in which the 
ind hungers and thirſts, cats and drinks, and en- 
Joys ſpiritual objects, follow regeneration, and are 
Ahe effect of it. The regenerate therefore have not 
IS attained unto righteouſnes, or active holineſs, 
either have they eat and drank, ſo as to be ſatiſ- 
"Wed, until the appetite given in regeneration is ex- 
1 rciſed in hungering and thirſting after holineſs: 
which appetite, thus exerciſed, is always gratifi- 
ed in the enjoyment of the object towards which 
it is exerciſed. And thus the promiſe of Chriſt 
s always fulfilled : For men never are filled or ſa- 
e tisfied, but in the exerciſe of holineſs; that is, in 
loving and delighting in divine things, or in hun- 
gering and thirſting after righteoufneſs. But in 
"this way, they never fail of being ſatisfied or filled. 
"| The doctor therefore wholly miſ-repreſents the 
matter. If he had put the caſe properly, and ac- 
0 | cording to truth, it would ſtand thus. If any 
J ſhould ſay, that the regenerate only can be ſun- 
poſed to hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ; this 
$ were altogether as contrary to reaſon and good ſenſe, 
as to ſay, that a man muſt” have a ſtomach prepar- 
ed, or an appetite to reliſh food and drink, in order 
70 bis hungering after, or deſiring, them. But that 
I this is perfectiy agreeable to reaſon and good ſenſe, 
I truſt, will not be diſputed by any one, who has 
the leaſt degree of either. And it may be there- 
I fore added, that to ſuppoſe that the unregenerate 
do ever hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, as 
the hungry man deſires food, or the thirſty, drink, 
I altogether as contrary to all reaſon and good ſenſe, 
as 
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48 
as to ſay, that a man wholly deſtitute of an ap 
petite to food and drink, or with a perfect antipa 
thy againſt them, is hungery e and thirſty in a literal | 
ſenſe, and earneftly longs for them. 
The doctor goes on to ſay, This benediicu 
* and promiſe, more eſpecially reſpect unregeneÞ 
* rate, heavy laden ſinners : as do alſo ſuch gra. 
* cious invitations and promiſes as theſe Ho, 
ce very one that irfeth, come ye to the waters —ff 
* Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that hic 
* is good. — NL. Whoſoever drinketh of the water 1 
te that I ſpall give him, ſhall never thirſt.(c) I 
* am the bread of life, he that cometheth unto m f 
& ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth on m, 
« ſhall never thir/t.(d) F any man thirſt, let hin 
* come unto me and drink—This he ſpake of th 
* ſpirit, which they that believe on him ſhould re- 
te cerve.(e)—Whoſoever will, let him Fate el | 
* water of life freely.(f) | 
Concerning theſe paſſages of ſcripture it may be 
obſerved, 1. That if the invitations and promiſes 
contained in them are made to unregenerate ſinners, 
and wholly reſpect their exerciſes and doings while 1 
ſuch ; then the unregenerate, while ſuch, come] 
to the waters of life, and do actually drink of thi | 
water: yea, they come to Chriſt and believe on 
him. For the invitation is to this, and to this on- 
ly the promiſe is made. Of this any one may be 
certain, by carefully reading the quo 9070 paſſages on © | 
ver. It ſeems the doctor ſuppoſes the unregeneratt 
do all this, by his thus quoting theſe words, as o. 
therwiſe they are not to his Purpoſe. When be. 
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(3) Yaiablv. 1, 2. (c) Joh, ie: 14. (4) Choy. vi. 35. (e cν 
vil. 37.— 39. 0) Rev. xxii. 17. „ Qul ; 
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8 Wall prove this, we will acknowledge he has gain- 
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Ed his point: but till then, we muſt be confident 
&hat none come to Chriſt, unleſs they are drawn 
dy the regenerating influences of God's ſpirit ; and 
hat they who believe on him are born of God: 


Ind that men's unwillingneſs, or oppoſition of heart 


7 
[ — 
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Jo coming to Chriſt, to coming and taking the wa- 
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Fer of life, is the only ground of the neceſſity of 
heir being born again, in order to ſee the king- 
Nom of God, If therefore theſe paſſages are pa- 
Fallel to that under conſideration, which I am rea- 


Ny to allow, then hungering and thirſting after 
Fighteouſneſs is the ſame with coming to Chriſt, 


and believing on him; therefore is peculiar to the 
regenerate. This leads me to obſerve, 118 
2dly, That the hungering and thirſting menti- 
Pned in theſe paſſages, does not intend, at leaſt in 
ll of them, a hungering and thirſting after righ- 
&-ouſneſs ; but ſomething elſe, When Chriſt ſays, 
He that cometh unto me ſhall never hunger, 
and he that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt;“ 
e does not mean a hungering and thirfting after 
F:gbteouſne/ſs, He makes no promiſe here to this 
Hungering and thirſting, which he does to hunger- 
Ing and thirſting after righteouſneſs ; but the pro- 


iſe is made to coming ta him, and believing on 


{ him; and he expreſſly diſtinguiſhes the hungering 


nd thirſting he here ſpeaks of from believeing, &c. 
End repreſents it as inconſiſtent with it. He that 


Pelieveth on him /ball not hunger and thirſt : the 


Pne is not, cannot be, where the other is. More- 


Pver, our Saviour here aſſerts that they who come 
% him, &c. ſhall never have any more of that 
Punger and thirſt he here ſpeaks of. But will any - 
H chriſtian 
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chriſtian believe; that no real faint ever hunget@t 
and thirſts after righteouſneſs ? Have they not [Kt 
reliſh and thirſt for the waters of life? Surely a 
they have , ſtrong deſires after; and their ſoul 
thirſt for, God, even the living God : And aff 
new born Babes they defire the ſincere milk of thi 
word, that they may grow thereby, By hunger 
ing and thirſting then, Chriſt here means, a being 
in a miſerable, deſtitute ſtate ; or unſatisfied deſires, Ari 
uneaſineſs and want; without any thing to affordMti 
relief; which is ſometimes; if not often, meant bi ti. 
hungering and thirſting in ſeripture. He hen fit 
promiſes that they who come to him and drink | Jl 
the water of life, ſhall never hunger and thirſt Un. 
gain in this ſenſe : ſhall no more be in that deſt. u 
tute, miſerable ſtate; in which they were before n 
which may well be repreſented by a perſon famiſſ-· I e 
ing with hunger and thirſt, without any thing to al 
relieve and ſatisfy him. CT Any 
Let us now hear the doctor's argument from 
theſe words. How unreaſonable ? how unſcrip-Þ 
« tural; ſays he, were it to ſuppoſe; that by those 
*© who hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs; our 
Lord intends only the regenerate ; or ſuch ai 
* have already eaten and drank of that ſpiritu 
* bread and, water, which he giveth ? Efpccialh, 
ce when he declareth above, that ſuch perſons ſhul 
F i eee, 8 
As afl the ſtrengthi of the argument in tack. 
words lies in the ſuppoſition, that when our Loc 
fays, he that cometh to him, '&c. ſhall neither 
hunger nor thirſt again, he means hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs, what has been juſt ob- 
ſerved, ſerves to ſhew how groundleſs and abſurd 
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[St is. If the doQor's argument is good, it proves 

hat by thoſe who hunger and thirſt after righte- 
Puſneſs, our Lord intends only the unregenerate z 
End that the regenerate never do thus hunger and 
I hirſt ; ſo have no true deſires after God and holi- 
Ineſs. Yea, it proves, according to the doctor's 


9 # 


Jenſe of the words, that ths re enerate do not de- 
fire ſalvation. By hungering and thirſting after 


4 


Arighteouſneſs, js meant, . Strong and a.cent de- 
Jaces to attain the righteouſneſs, and ſo the ſalva- 
y ; tion revealed in the goſpel, as the doctor explains 
eit. Therefore, according to him, the regenerate 
k never hunger nor thirſt after righteouſneſs, nor ear- 
Ineſtly defire ſalvation ; this being peculiar to the 
unregenerate. According to this, neither David, 
1 nor Paul, nor any of the worthies we have on ſa- 
9 cred record, were regenerate ; for they hungered 
off and thirſted after righteouſneſs; they had ſtrong 
and ardent defires after righteouſneſs and ſalvation. 
If theſe things are duely conſidered, it will, I be- 
lieve, appear, that this argument of the doctor's, 
takes all its ſeeming ſtrength only from a gingle of 
words, by jumbling ſeveral texts together, which 
have not the ſame meaning; and which, if they 
were taken in the doctor's ſenſe of them, would 
de inconſiſtent with each other; with the reſt of 
we bible; with common ſenſe, and even with the 
„„ et ba 
And now the reader js to judge, whether in this 
view of the caſe, the door had any real ground 
for the following words. Can any man read 
| this, and yet ſuppoſe, that hungering and thirſting 
after righteouſneſs, in the ſenſe of our Sayiour, 1s 
always ſubſequent, prior, to coming to him, 
: a1 3 * 
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or to regeneration ? If he can, however good hi £ th; 
heart may be, no one has much reaſon to envy 
him his head. Libs: 4 
Why does the doctor expreſs himſelf ſo guard. 
edly? © ALwaArYs ſubſequent, RVE R prior tog 
regeneration. If his argument above is good, and 
the ſcriptures referred to any thing to the purpoſe; | 
it follows, as has been ſhewn, that hungering andÞ 
thirſting after righteouſneſs, or a deſire of ſalvation 
is never ſubſequent, but always prior to regenerati-ſ 
on: And if this is not true, the argument comes 
to nothing. If any man may think hungering and] 
thirſting is ever conſequent, and not always pri- 
or to regeneration ; he may, as conſiſtently with! 
all the doctor has ſaid, think this is always ſubſe- 
quent, never prior to regeneration; But if theÞ 
doctor had truely and fully expreſſed the genuine] 
conſequence of his premiſes, he would have quite 
ſpoiled his argument; and it would have appear- 
ed, at firſt view, that he had proved too much for 
himſelf, or any body elſe. | 
It appears by the laſt fentence quoted, that 1 
have ſufficiently endangered my head to the doctor 
However good the doctor's may be in the main, 
moſt readers, I imagine, will take leave to think it 
was not perfectly right in this inſtance, at leaſt, 
And I e to ſay in my turn: Can any 
man read this, and yet think the doctor's argu- 
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ment ſtrong and conſiſtent? If he can, no one, 
I am ſure, has any reaſon to envy him his head. 
Tux doctors argument, to prove that when ou! 
Saviour promiſes good things, to them that 2K fol 
them, he means the aſking of the unregenerate, 
ſhall be next conſidered, He having * 
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that, © the good things promiſed, are ſuch as are 
comprehended in the gift of the Spirit, goes on to 
ay, The promiſe of which, in conſequence of 
J aiking, ſeeking and knocking, is fo far from 
4 ſuppoſing that the perſons who do ſo, are already 
© regenerate, or that the Spirit is given them 
prior to their aſking ; that it rather, implies the 
e direct contrary: viz. that they had not the ſpi- 
e rit in the ſenſe here intended. For if they are 
J ſuppoſed, at the time of their aſking, to have the 
“ Spirit of God dwelling in them, to abide with 
d | « them for ever, as all the ſons of God by rege- 
5 


„ neration have, what becomes of the promiſe ? 
„What are they to have in conſequence of aſk- 
Jing? Is it only the continuance of the Spirit, or 
e © larger meaſures of it? But thefe are, I think, 
never called, giving the ſpirit, in the language of 
* ſcripture: which means the original beſtowment 
of it [or him] on ſuch as were deſtitute of it.; 
in conſequence of which, they are ſaid to be 
born of the Spirit, or of God,” As a man is 
but once born of God, or of the ſpirit, ſo the Spi- 
rit is, properly ſpeaking, ©* never given more than 
once: For being once given, he is to be in, and 
abide with believers for ever. (0) | 
If the following things are attended to, it will 
be eaſily ſeen how little weight there is in this ar- 
7 gument, A | 
| 1. The regeneration is produced by the Spirit 
of God ; yet in affecting this change, he is not gi- 
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ven, properly ſpeaking, to abide in them for ever, 
a promiſed, abiding principle of holineſs ; but 
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$4 


the holy ſpirit. is thus given, after regeneration, 
in conſequence of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, to which! 
the gift of the Spirit i is often and always promiſed, 


| 


The ſpirit of God in regenerating men, operates 


not as a promiſed gift or agent; but regeneration 


is effected as an unpromiſed fayor. There are na 
promiſes to any particular perſons, of the gift off 


the Spirit, in this ſenſe, to produce this change in] 


them, in which they are wholly paſſive ; nor are 
there any promiſes in the bible to pls, nog It- 
ſelf, or to the regenerate, antece degt to any exer- 
ciſe of holineſs, but only to thoſe exerciſes, which 
are the fruit and conſequence of regeneration. - This 
remark is ſufficient to ſhew the doctor's miſtake, in 
ſuppoſing that the ſpirit of God is given in regene- 
ration, as the ſpirit of promiſe, to abide with them 
for ever; on which miſtake the whole force of his 
argument reſts, But this will be more fully con- 
firmed by what follows. 

2. Tho' the ſpirit of God is in a ſenſe given in 
regeneration, as it is an effect produced by the ſpi- 
rit; yet he js not herein given as he is to the be- 
liever, as a promiſed, abiding principle of holineſs. 
In this latter ſenſe, in which ſenſe alone he is pro- 


Ton 


miſed, he is giyen to thoſe who believe, or thoſe b 


Who aſk him, which are really one and the ſame 
thing, as will be more fully conſidered by and by. 
Chriſt promiſes the ſpirit to thoſe who come to 
him, or believe on him, ** Jeſus ſtood and cri- 
ed, ſaying, If any man thirſt, let him come unto 
me and drink, He that believeth on me as the 
ſcripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow ri- 
vers of living water. This ſpoke he of the Spirit, 

4 Nick 


- 
"> 
T 
S 
I; 
3 
S 
: 
z 
4 
2 
4 
| 
5 
* 
Lo 
F 


PPP 


The Dofter's arguments tixuinined 55 


which they that believe on him ſhould receive.” (g) 
Now I truft the doctor will not deny that men 

muſt be regenerated, or born of God, antecedent to 
u their believing on Chriſt, or in order to this: If 
Ihe ſhould, the apoſtle Jobn will confute him; for 
he ſays, Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 


Chriſt, is born of God.” () If they who believe 


' ; on Chriſt are already born of God; then when 


Chriſt promiſes the Spirit to them who believe on 


him, he means ſomething by the gift of the Spirit 
-I which is not given in regeneration, and ſemething 
more, even that he ſhould be in them for ever as 
an abiding principle of ſpiritual life or holineſs, 
14 Exadly parallel to this, are the words ſpoken by 
the ſame perſon; long before, Turn you at my 
9 reproof : behold, I will pour aut my ſpirit unto 
you.“ (i) To turn at wifdom's reproof, is the ſame 


with coming to Chriſt, or believing on him; and 


in conſequence of this, the ſpirit is promiſed to be 
3 poured out upon them, as our Saviour promiſes the 
Spirit to thoſe who come to him, by the ſame me- 
taphor, water, We may not hence infer that 
2 perſons are to turn to Chriſt without the Spirit, 
or antecedent to regeneration 3 but that being re- 


generated by the unpromiſed influence of the di- 
vine Spirit, they turn at wiſdom's reproot, come 
to Chriſt, and believe on him, and fo aſk him for 
all good things; to which the Spirit is promiſed, 
to be in them for ever, We herice fee how great- 
ly miſtaken the dockor was in ſuppoſing in the paſ- 
ſage above quoted, that when the ſcripture ſpeaks 
of giving the Spirit, it always means, ** the origi- 


nal 
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mal beſtowment of him, in conſequence of which w 


men are ſaid to be born of the Spirit of God.“ x 
a 


* 


For our Saviour ſpeaks of giving the Spirit to them 
who believe on him; but believing on him is in 
conſequence of the original beſtowment of the B 


Spirit in regeneration : for ſuch, St. rp ſays, are 
ter men have 


already born of God. Therefore, a 
received the Spirit, ſo far as is neceſſary in order 


to their being burn of God, they muſt believe on 


Chriſt, or come to him, and aſk him, in order to 


receive the Spirit in the ſenſe in which he is pro- 


miſed by Chriſt. 


Exactly agreeable to this are the words of St. 


Paul. That we might receive the promiſe of the 
Spirit through faith( E)“ ** In whom alſo aer that 


ye believed, ye wege ſealed with the holy Spirit of Þ 


33 Here he ſpeaks of the gift of the 


pirit as promiſed to men, in which he doubtlei 
has reference to the promiſe of Chriſt now vn- 
der conſideration, among others, And this, he 
ſays, they received through faith, and after they 
had believed: therefore after they were regenerate. 
Faith then is the condition of this promiſe,” and 


not any doings of the unregenerate, Again he Þ 
ſays, And becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent 


forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.“ ( 
He here ſpeaks of the gift or beſtowment of the 
Spirit in canſequence of their being the ſons of God: 
and he had juſt told how they became the fons or 
children of God: viz. that they were © all the 
children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” () 
And it is worthy of remark here, that the promiſe 


S iii, 14. (!) Eph. i. 13. (n) Gal. iv. 6. (n) Chap. iii. 26. 
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which Chriſt makes of the ſpirit to his diſciples; 
to abide with them forever, to which the doctor 
alludes, is made to thoſe who were already regene- 
rate; and he expreſſly ſays, the world, that is, the 
unregenerate, cannot receiye the Spirit in the ſenſe 
in which he is here promiſed.(o) He therefore 
does not mean what the doctor calls © the original 
beſtowment”” of the Spirit. If the doctor had well 
attended to all this, the paragraph of his, now un- 


der conſideration, would moſt probably never have 
ſeen the light. 


- © \ „ „ 


3. Tho the ſpirit operates in a ſenſe and degree 


in regeneration ; yet as he does not regenerate men 
as being given as an abiding principle of life, but 
I this change is produced as an unpromiſed favor, 
Y which neither unites them to Chriſt; nor gives 
them an intereſt to any promiſe in the bible, there 


appears great propriety in promiſing the Spirit as 


en abiding principle of eternal life; which compre- 
hends all good things, to thoſe exerciſes or acts by 
which the regenerate actively unite . themſelves 
to Chriſt; and come to him, truſt in him, and aft 
in his namie for this great benefit. And our being 
directed to believe on Chriſt in order to this, and 
J aſk for the Spirit in this ſenſe, with a promiſe that 


he ſhall be given; is no argument, that in order to 


thus believing and aſking, we muſt not firſt be 


born of God, therefore the doctor's argument is 
wholly without foundation. The doctor himſelf 
allows that perſons muſt have the influences of the 
Spirit of God in, order to ſtrive, or aſk for the Spi- 
tit fo as to be intitled to the promiſe.(p) There- 


fore 
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fore they have the Spirit in ſome ſenſe when they 
aſk, and in order to their aſking : and therefore, 
according to him, the promiſe of the Spirit tof far 
them who aſk does not imply that perſons muſt not 
have the Spirit in order to aſk, If therefore there 
is any reaſon in what he ſays, which indeed there 
is not, it is as much againſt himſelf, as any body 
elſe. 
4. It is acknowledged that the Spirit is given bu 
once as he is promiſed by our Saviour. He is giv- 
en to believers never to be taken away : but this] 
Lift of the Spirit men never receive in regenerati- 
on, as has been ſhewn ; but in conſequence of that 
faith, that coming to Chriſt, and aſking him, forÞ 
which regeneration lays the only foundation, And 
as this gift is promiſed to believing and aſking ; foÞ 
it can be received in no other way. And never i; 
given but in conſequence of aſking. 3 | 
F. As this gift is firſt received in a way of believ- 
ing and aſking, fo it is continued, and the Spirit 
abides in believers by the exerciſe of faich, or their Þ? 
continuing to aſk for the Spirit in a perſevering 
way. Therefore men are not only to aſk for the] 
Spirit in order to their firſt receiving this gift; but 
are to continue to aſk, in order to the Spirit's a- 
biding in them, and perfecting the work he has 
begun. This direction and promiſe of our Savi-Þ 
our is therefore applicable to true chriſtians at all 
times. ; ; 
The doctor does not exprefily deny this; but 
the whole of what he ſays is inconſiſtent with it. 
If believers having the Spirit dwelling in them, 
with a promiſe that he ſhall abide with them for e- 
ver, renders it abſurd for them any .more to - 3 
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Kor this favor, which compriſes all good things; then 


ertainly they muſt aſk zo more, where once they 
are born of God, and have received the Spi- 
rit. And if, true chriſtians are never to afk for 
che Spirit, becauſe he is in them, and they have 
the promiſe that he ſhall abide with them for ever; 
then they are never more to aſk for any good thing, 
las all theſe are comprized in the gift of the Spirit. 
Does the doctor mean to repreſent prayer as incon- 
ſiſtent and ablurd in the true chriſtian, who is born 
of the Spirit of God? It certainly is fo, if there is 
any reaſon or propriety in what he ſays. 
It, as the Doctor juſtly obſerves, all ſpiritual 
bleſſings and good things are comprehended in the 
gift of the Spirit: and therefore aſking for the ſpi- 
Irit is the ſame with aſking for ſpiritual bleſſings, or 
good things in general. And if when the Spirit is 
once given, as he is to all the regenerate, there is 
Ino reaſon or propriety in aſking for the Spirit; up- 
on which poſition the doctor's argument is whol- 
ly grounded: then they who are regenerate have 
no ſpiritual good thing to aſk for; confequently 
prayer is no part of their duty: This belongs only 
to the unregenerate. How contrary to this is the 
& ſcripture account of the matter! This teaches true 
3 chriſtians to pray without ceaſing: to pray a/ways 
with all prayer. And this, although they already 
have the Spirit, and pray by the Spirit. There we 
find ſuch words as theſe, © Likewiſe the Spirit, 
# alſo helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what 
we ſhould pray for as we ought : but the Spirit it- 
ſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groanings that 
cannot be uttered,” (4) © Praying always with all 
% Rom, viii, 26, | 
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prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit.” (7) © Pray 
ing in the Holy Ghoſt.” (/ : 
6. On the whole, it appears, that turning a 
wiſdom's reproof, coming to Chriſt, or believing 
on him, a willingneſs to take of the water of life, 
and aſking good things of God, are all one and the 
ſame thing, or at leaſt imply each other; and 
therefore the promiſe of the Spirit, which is theÞ 
ſum of all good, is made to this. But in order to 
men's coming up to this condition of the promiſe, 
they muſt, according to ſcripture, firſt be born gf 
the Spirit of God. In order really and heartily þ . 
aſk for good things, there muſt be a real and hear- 
ty willingneſs to have them, or a deſire of them 
conſidered as what they are; and indeed, aſtrng is 
nothing but a proper exercife and expreſſion of ſuch 
willingneſs and deſire. But this is the ſame with 
coming to Chriſt, receiving him, or believing on 
him ; In order to which men muſt be regenerat- 
ed, as has been before ſhewn. They who with | 
their whole hearts reject all the good things the] 
goſpel offers, ſurely do not in any true ſenſe % 
for them. But this is true of all unregenerate men, Þ 
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ZE Dofor's ninth and twelfth arguments eng 
vine. | 


W E now come to the ninth argument which the 

ö doctor has produced in favor of his hypo- 

theſis. This is in the following words. In Eze- 

„ kiel ſchap. 36.] God declares his purpoſe to do 

© many things for the people of Iſrael : and, a- 

* mong the reſt, to give them a new heart, and 

i a neto Spirit. But he adds afterwards. J 207 

be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for 

i © them. Which unqueſtionably relates in part to 

e © the new heart and new ſpirit, ſpoken of before. 

Upon which we may briefly remark, That e- 

4 ternal life, or ſalvation, is connected in ſcripture 

* with the having a new heart: That ſuch an 

* heart is the gift of God : Thar he gives ſuch an 

; © heart, not prior to, but in conſequence of, be- 

* ing enquired of, or ſought to, for it. And con- 

* ſequently, that the enquiring of God, here in- 

e tended, is the act, not of the regenerate, but 

« the unregenerate; who are awakened to deſire, 
and ſeek after it.“ 

If this paſſage of ſcripture is duely attended to, 
it will appear, I doubt not, that it affords no foun- 
dation for what the doctor attempts toargue 1 it. 
ie euro afro oo: There 
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There are two things promiſed by God in thi; Her 
chapter, which he would do in behalf of the peo. bel 
ple of Iſrael, now under his correction for their 
fins; both of which depended, not on them, but Wo | 
on God's ſovereign determination to do it, not for Nane 
their ſakes, but for his own holy name's ſake. This Mper 
is repeatedly declared in this very paſſage. (f) God rar 

is thro' this whole paſſage repreſented, not as wait- | 
ing for them to do ſomething, in order to his be. 
ſtowing good things promiſed to them on this con- {the 
dition ; but declares what ſhall be, in which he Þ 
himſelf is the fir/# mover, and which he will ac- Þ 
compliſh in and for them, independent of them. Im 
1. One thing promiſed is, that he would bring 
them from the ſtate of. captivity and affliction in 
which they now were in Babylon, and re- ſettle Þ 
them in the land of Canaan, in a ſtate of profpe- | 
rity, and there greatly increaſe and multiply them. 

2. The other thing which God here promiſes Þ 
is, that in order to prepare them for. this delive- Ha 
rance, and proſperity, - that it might be for their 
good, and the glory of his name, he would take 
away the hard, obſtinate, impenitent, prayerleſs 
heart which they now appeared to have, and give {Mt 
them a new, penitent, obedient, praying heart. Ne 
| ' 

{ 


They had now no heart to repent and humble them- 
ſelves and ſeek the Lord; but were ſtiff- necked, 
hard- hearted and moſt rebellious. (2) Inſtead of 
humbling themſelves under God's corrections, they 
were diſpoſed to juitify themſelves ; and complain- 
ed that they were injured : and that God's ways 
towards them were not juſt and equal. (v) God 


() Ezek, xxxvi. 22, 23. (A) Ser Chap. ii. iii. (x). Chap mT 33 
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ere promiſes that he will take away this hard re- 
pellious heart, and give them “ an heart of fleſh;“ 
A penitent heart; a heart to humble themſelves, 
eo loath and abhor themſelves for their iniquities 
and abominations :(y) a heart to know their de- 
pendence on him, and ſeek him for that delive- 
{France he had promiſed to grant. When God ſays, 
1 will yet for this be enquired of by the houſe 
of Iſrael, to do it for them.“ the meaning is, that 
they ſhould be brought to ſeek him in a ſenſe of 
their dependence upon him for that deliverance 
and enlargement which he had promiſed, which is 
mentioned in the words immediately preceding and 
following theſe. And this ſeeking God is fo far 
f from being the condition of their obtaining a hum- 
ble, penitent, obedient heart, that ſuch an heart 
is neceſſary in order to this, and is implied in it. 
A heart to ſeek God was a new heart, an heart en- 
Itirely different from, and oppoſite to, the temper 
and diſpoſition they then had; and therefore is the 
very thing promiſed, when God ſays, I will 
give them an heart of fleſh.” : 
This reſtoration of the people of Iſrael and re- 
turn to their own land, after they had been long 
_ captivated and oppreſſed by their enemies, is ma- 
ny times ſpoken of; and the temper and exercites 
of mind which they ſhould be brought to in order 
to this, is of:en mentioned in ſcripture, and repre- 
4 ſented by the following expreſſions. If they 
8 ſhall confeſs their iniquity, and the iniquity of their 
fathers, with their treſpaſs which they have treſ- 
J paſſed againſt me, and that alſo they have walked 


o Exe xvii. 31; 
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contrary unto. me. If then their. uncircumcije 
hearts L humbled, and they then accept the puniſh 
ment of their iniquity ; then will I remember ny 
covenant with Jacob, &c.”(z) „ But if fron, 
thence thou ſhalt /ee+ the Lord thy God, thou ſhall; 
find him, if thou ſeek him with all thy beart, andi, 
with all thy foul. —If thou turn to the Lord th 
God, and ſhalt be obedient unto his voice, &c. (a 
* And it ſhall come to paſs when all theſe, thing. 
are come upon thee;,—and thou ſhalt call them to, 
mind among the nations whether the Lord thy God. 
hath driven thee; and ſhalt return unto. the Lord; 
thy God; and ſhalt obey his. voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, uith all thine heart, 
and with all thy ſoul: that then the Lord thy God I. 
will turn thy captivity; &c.(5) * And the Lordi, 
thy God will circumciſe thine heart, —to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart; &c.: And thou 
ſhalt return and obey the voice of the Lord, &c.”(c)M., 
Vet if they ſhall bethink themſelves; in the land IM, 
whether they ſhall be carried captives; and Fepent, II 
and make ſupplication unto thee, in the land of them 
that carried them captives; ſaying we bave ſinned; 
—and ſo return unto thee with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul, —and pray unto thee; towards 
their lahd :—then hear thou their prayer and their MW; 
ſupplication, &c.”(d) For I will ſet mine eyes Na 
upon them for good; and I will bring them again t. 
to this land, —And I will give them, an heart o e 
know me, that I am the Lord, and they ſhall be 0 
my people; and 1 will be their God: for they bal 
return unto me with their whole heart.” e) © Then f 
f 
0 


(z) Levit. xxvi. 48. 41. (a) Deut iv. 29, 30. (6) Chap. xxx. i, 
5 (e) ver, 6, 8. 4) 1 Kings viii: 47, 48; 19. ( e) Jer. XXIV. 
OD, 7. | | 
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N ball ye call upon me, and ye ſhall go and pr ay un- 
ne, and I will hearken unto you. And ye ſhall 
„ me; and find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me 


ith all your heart, And I will be found of you, 
With the Lord, and I will turn away your captivi- 
y, &c.”(g) Behold, I will bring thein from the 
orth country, &c. They ſhall come with weep- 
Pig, and with ſupplirations ill I lead them.” (b) 
And they that eſcape of you ſhall remember me 


0BWmong the nations; whether they ſhall be carried 
captives and rbey ſhall hath rhemſelves for the e- 
ils which they have committed in all their abo- 
I minations- And they ſhall #now that J am the 
Lord.” (i) And J will give them one heart, 
end I will put a new Spirit within you; and I will 
take the 12 heart out of your fleſh, and will 


give you ah heart of fleſh: that they may walk in 
my ſtatutes, Sc. (k) A new heart alſo will 1 give 


1 and @ new ſpirit will I put within you, and I 
will take away the fony heart out of your fleſh, and 
„i will glve you an heart of fleſh. And I will put 


my ſpirit within you; and cauſe you to walk in my 
tatutes; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do them. 
Then ſhall ye remember your own ways, and your 
doings that were not good, and ſhall loath yourſelves 
ix your 0wn fight, for your iniquities, and for yout 
abominations. Not for your ſakes do I this, faith 
the Lord God, be it known unto you: be aſham- 
ed and confounded for your own ways, O houſe 
of Iſrael. Thus faith the Lord God, I will yet for 
this be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it 
for them, I will increaſe them with men like a 

tiock, Cc.“ (1) | | : 
tr. Xzix. 1 : | 1 « Vi. 9. 102 
Mind POS ne 
| K From 


66 The dottor's arguments extmined, 


From theſe paſſages, thus put together and com 
pared, and duely conſfidered* with the context, lp! 
2 the following things will be evident beyond 

iſpute. | a | N 
& 4 That to have their ncircumciſed heart NF 
humbled, and circumesſed to love the Lord, a hearilf di 
t know the Lord, and a new heart, is the ſame N 1 
thing: and that this implies, or is the only foun- w 
dation of, repentance and turning to the Lord, „re 
 beying his vpice, doing his commandments, and wall. p 

ing in his fatutes with their whole heart : Which 0 
alſo implies, and is really the ſame with confeſing | 0 
their iniquity, loathing themſelves for their inigui. 0 
lies and abomi nations; ſeeking the Lord, and ſearch v 
ing for bim with all the heart and with all the ſoui Þ 
praying and making ſupplications to him, and en- f 
guiring of bim to do theſe things for them, i. e. to 
deliver and fave them. The temper and exerciſ. 
es of heart denoted in theſe ſeveral paſſages and by 
theſe different expreſſions, are, as to ſubſtance, 
one and the ſame :: at leaſt any one of theſe thing 
here mentioned does imply all the reſt ; ſo that 
where that is found, there the other are as con- 
nected with, and implied in it. Theſe fcriptureÞ 
cannot be reconciled, or even underſtood, on any 
other ſuppoſition. The heart with which they 
were to make ſupplication to God, enquire of him 

and ſeek him for what they wanted, was not an 
uncircumciſed, ſtupid, ignorant, hard, impenitent, 
rebellious, proud heart; but an heart of fleſh, 2 
penitent, humble, obedient heart; a heart to con- 
feſs and forſake their fins, and loath themſelves for ÞÞ - 
them, > 


—. > tw . © 
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All theſe predictions. and promiſes were exam- 
lied and fulfilled in Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah, 
and all the pious Jews who were returned from 
Sthe Babyloniſh captivity. They had a new heart; a 
„heart directly oppoſite to the prevailing temper and 
rt if iſpoſition of their fathers, who went into captivity. 
neſy They enquired of God, ſought him with their 
whole heart, for the ſalvation they needed; and 
returned with weeping and ſupplications, with re- 
4 pentance and confeſſion of their fins, and the fins 
ot their fathers. (n) And it may be of uſe here to 
wht obſerve, that Nehemiah repreſents the condition 
of their finding mercy, not to be a ſecking God 
with a hard, impenitent heart, but a penitent, o- 
bedient one, which is the fame with a deſire ta 
fear God's name. © Remember, I beſeech thee, 
off the word that thou commandeſt thy ſervant Mo- 
08 ſes, ſaying, if ye tranſgreſs, I will ſcatter you a- 
broad among the nations: But zf ye turn unto me, 
and keep my commandments,. and do them, &c.” Q 
Lord, I beſeech thee, let thine car be attentive to 
the prayer of—thy ſervants, who defire 40 fear thy 
name.“ (n) . 


b 5 
And as this temporal ſalvation was promiſed to 
ſeeking God with their whole hearts, and enquir- 
ing of him to do it for them; ſo that eternal ſal- 
vation, of which this was an emblem, is promiſ- 
ed to this fame condition. The humble ſhall 
ſee this and be glad: and your heart ſhall live that 
eh God.“ (% Loet all thoſe that ſeek thee, re- 
joice, and be glad in thee ; and let ſuch as /ove thy 
ſalvation ſay continually, let God be magnified.” (p) 


(m) See Dar, ix. 1, 9. Ezra, vii. 10, viii, 21,23, ix 5,—15: 
am is & ix, (y) Chop. 1 8, 9, 11. (e) Fal. ixiz. 32. (%) Eſal. 


S 3 " Bleſſed 


they who are und#filed in the way, who walk in the 
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c Bleſſed are the undefiled in the way, who wall 
in the law of the Lord. Bleſſed are they that keep] 
his teſtimonies, and that ſeek him with their hol 
beart.”(q) '** Seek, and ye ſhall find.” (r) 
* Whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lori 
ſhall be faved.”(/) But who are they who ſeek 
God with their whole hearts ?—Not the proud, 
impenitent, diſobedient and heard hearted ; but Þ 
the humble; they who love the ſalvation of God, 


law of the Lord; who have clean hands and a pure] 
Heart.(f) The Pſalmiſt, ſays the wicked, thro! 
the pride of his countenance, will not ſeek after 
God.” (u) And St. Paul tells us in a quotation from 
the pſalmiſt, that there is no man in his natural, un- 
renewed ſtate, that ſeeketh 155 Gad. (x And who Þ 
call upon the name of the Lord? Not the blind, 
rebellious and unbelieving as all the unregenerate 


7 - 
* 


are: for how ſhall they call on him, in whom 


they have not believed? ) 
à. It is alſo evident, that this condition of their 
deliverance and ſalvation, the whole of it taken to- 
gether, is itſelf promiſed by God, as what he 
would work in them. God himſelf promiſes not 
only to deliver them out of captivity ; but to cir- 
cumciſe their hearts, to give them an heart of fleſh, 
by which they ſhould become a humble penitent 

ople, and turn to him, and ſeek him with al! 
their heart, as a proper preparative for the out- 
ward deliverance he had promiſed. When God 
ſays, in the text under conſideration, © I will yet 


(s) P/al. cxix. 1, 2. (r) Matth. vii. 7. G Rem. z. 13. (0 Set 
' Pſal. xzi /. 3, 4, 5, 6. (uv) Eſal. x. 4. (x) Rem. ii. 11. 


for 


b) Rem. x. 14. 


cor this be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do 
pit for them, ' it is to be conſidered as a promiſe that 
j The will bring them to this, by giving them a hum- 
ple, praying heart, which they were far from then; 
which therefore muſt be a new heart. God pro- 
miſes that he will bring them to ſeek him with 
their whole hearts, which is expreſſed thus in 
7 words before cited, they ſhall come with weep- 
ing, and with ſupplications will I lead them. But 
they could not be brought to this, while their 
hearts were uncircumciſed, and hearts of ſtone 
but in order to this, God muſt circumciſe their 
hearts to love him, and give them an heart of fleſh, 
and it was impoſſible to accompliſh it any other 
way. So far is this ſeeking God from being ante- 
7 cedent to a new heart, and required, as what muſt 
take place in order to it. | 
What do they mean who flatter ſinners that they 
may ſincerely and heartily, or with their whole 
hearts ſeek a neu heart, as the condition of ob- 
| taining it, and that to which a new heart is pro- 
| miſed? Are not all the exerciſes of an impeni- 
| tent, rebellious heart, impenitent, rebellious ex- 
erciſes? and does not the old heart perfectly hate 
and oppoſe a new heart? Does not the fleſh luſt a- 
gainſt the ſpirit? and are not theſe contrary the 
one to the other? What ſincoriry and heartineſs 
then is there in aſking for a new heart with a heart 
| fo perfectly oppoſite to the thing aſked for? The 
doctor ſays, It were highly abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that a man muſt have a new heart, in order to his 
| enquiring of, or ſeeking God, in ſuch a manner, 
} 25 to obtain ſuch an heart of him.“ (2) It may be 
W | 


% 
8 
4 
£ 


replied, 
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replied, Not more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that ; g 
2 perſon under the dominion of an hard, im- th 


penitent, rebellious heart, does, with ſuch an heart, j th 
even with all his heart, defire a humble, broken 
heart, and truely and fincerely ſeek for it. Fot 
this is as abſurd as to ſuppoſe that ſin and obſtina. 
cy itſelt is reconciled to holineſs, and ſubjection to 
God's law. There is no ſuch thing ſuppoſed in] 
the bible; nor will common ſenſe admit of it, 
however commonly it has been ſuppoſed ; and 
tho” the doctor has done it, not only in the argu- Þ 
ment under confideration, but through all his per- 
formance, | 5 
On the whole, does it not appear beyond con- 
tradiction, from this view of the caſe, that enguir- 
ing of God, in the text under conſideration, is the r 
ſame with what is called by Jeremiah, when ſpeak- : 
ing of the ſame thing, ſeeking God, and ſearching Wt 
4 

( 


for him with their who HEARTS; and that this Þ 


is ſeeking God with a new heart, If fo, the doc- ; 
tor has wholly perverted this paſſage.— I have been 


the more particular on this text, becauſe it is ſo 


ſtrangely miſ-underſtood, not only by the doctor, 
e 7. | 
Tux doctor takes his fwelfth argument from the 
following words of the apoſtle Peter. According 
as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godlineſs, through the 
knowledge of him that hath-called us to glory and 
virtue: whereby are given unto us excecding 
great and precious promiſes, that by theſe you 
might be made partakers of the divine nature, hav- 
ing eſcaped the corruption that is in the world 
„ Ee) 7-5 

ly) 2 Flur, i. 3, 4 1 
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By the © things pertaining to life and godlineſs,“ 
me doctor underſtands, the external priviledges of 
„ | the goſpel, among which he reckons the great and 
precious promiſes.” The end of which, he ſays, 

is, our being made © partakers of the divine na- 
ture, which is the ſame with a new heart. And 
e eſcaping the corruptions that are in the world 
7 thro” luſts. he takes to be the fame with ſtriving to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate. And he finally obſerves,” 
that this divine nature or new heart, is given in a 
way of promiſe, or in the fulfilment of the promiſ- 
es. Hence he infers that there are promiſes of a 

new heart to the unregenerate, who five to enter 
r 

If by © all things partaining to life and godli- 
© neſs” are meant the gifts, qualifications and peculiar 
| advantages beſtowed by the divine power, even 
that mighty power, which is exerciſed towards 
them who believe,(5) beſtowed, I ſay, on true 
chriſtians, to whom the apoſtle is ſpeaking, who 
have obtained precious faith, thro' or in the righte- 
| quſneſs of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.(c) 
If by,“ exceeding great and precious promiſes?” 
are meant the promiſes of all good things, made to 
| God's people, but more eſpecially of the heavenly 
| mheritance, And by © partaking of the divine 
nature is meant this perfect purity and Holineſs for 
| which all true chriftians are candidates; for which 
they are longing, and to which they ſhall all be fi- 


3 
4 


on that is in the world through luſt, is meant cru- 
| Cifying the fleſh with the affections and luſts, puri- 


(5) Egb, i. 19. (e) er. n SIT 
Ving 


| nally brought. And by eſcaping the corrupti- 


+4 
| 


- fying ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and Spi 


lowing paraphraſe. 
© iſtle to all true believers. My beloved brethren, | ” 


>. A. . . a. ©. a bb. 2 
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rit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God; (d) and pu- 
rifying ourſelves as Chriſt is pure, (e) being encou - 
raged and animated hereto Dy the great and preciou; 
promiſes made to the people and ſervants of God. 
thus to ©* preſs towards the mark, for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus” (f) ** not 
being flothful; but gry fe them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes,” (g) I ſay, 
if theſe ſeyeral phraſes are thus underſtood, the true 
ſenſe of the whole paſſage will be found in the fol- 


I Peter an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt write this e: 1 


as you have entered upon the chriſtian life; ſo l 
earneſtly wiſh you may make great progreſs, and 
that all divine gifts and graces may be multiplied 
and abound, in and by an increaſe in the know- 
ledge of God and the Saviour. This it is moſt Þ 
proper for me to wiſh for you, and I am eſpeci- 
ally encoutaged to do it, fince by the exceeding 
greatneſs of God's power, which has been exer- 
Ciſed towards every one that believeth, you have 
been raiſed from the dead and quickened by the 
partaking of ſpiritual life and true holineſs, in 
the knowledge of him who has hereby effectual· Þ 
ly called and furniſhed you to preſs on to the per- 
te& holineſs and glory of his eternal kingdom. 
And has alſo given you exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, that by theſe you might be 
* encouraged and animated to perfect holineſs in 


* 5 A — Meet & — .. - 
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the fear of the Lord, cleanſing yourſelves from 


(% 2 Cor. vii 1. (e) 1 Jobs iii. 3. ) Pbil. iii. 14. (g) Hei. 
V. 121 | 
| © al 
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all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, in the denial of 
all ungodlineſs and every, worldly luſt.” 

Very parallel to theſe words are thoſe of St. Paul. ; 
% Having therefore theſe promiſes, dearly belov- 
ed, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the 
geſh and ſpirit, 2 pricing holineſs in the fear of 
Cod. (b) And ſeveral other paſſages, which 
might 12 mentioned. 

he moſt natural and eaſy ſenſe of theſe weeds: 
and the moſt agreeable to parallel paſſages of ſerip⸗ 
tue, being given, there appears to be no foundation 
in them for the argument the doctor attempts to find 
in them: It is therefore needleſs particularly to 
ſhew how groundleis and forced is the meaning 
which he puts upon them. 


| Taz doctor 8 arguments have been now, I truſt, 
fairly and fully conſidered. And it muſt be left 
to thoſe who intereſt themſelves in this queſtion to 
judge, whether he has in any meaſure proved, that 
' there are any promiſes in the bible of regenerating 
grace or falvation, to the doings of the unregene- 
rate. The doctor is very ſanguine in the matter, 
and concludes that he has produced, not only 
« fatisfatory and concluſive evidence of it; but a 
Full blaze of it, ſo as to take away even the poſ- 
te Ability of doubt, from any perſon of a tolerable 
55 — of mind, who ſeriouſly attends 


e to.it;—unleſs he is under the influence of ſome 


| © very unhappy, tho' he does not ſay, criminal 


“ prejudice. 059 On which ſide the evidence lies, 
where the prejudice is, and how far criminal, let 


(b) 2 Cor, vii, 1, 0) F. 70, 71. 
L 


the 
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the unprejudiced judge. That all may be under Fo 
the better advantage to do this, the following ſec. : ; 
tions are added. 1 | 1 


CIS > 
F 


SECTION VII. 


— A ſhort and plain ſtate of the caſe, 


WHILE we have been attending to the doc- 

tor's ſtate of the queſtion, and his- argu- 
ments to ſupport the tenet he eſpouſes, ſome things 
have been ſaid which, it is hoped, will help to ſet 
this matter in a true light, Hawever, it may not 
be improper here to collect the whole of this kind, 
ſo as to give a plain ſhort view of the caſe. 

Man is not only by fin plunged into a ſtate of in- 
finite guilt ; from which he cannot be delivered, 
conſiſtent with the law and moral government he is 
under, unleſs he is intereſted in, or united to, the 
Mediator : but he has alſo by his apoſtacy loſt the 
moral image of God, or all true holineſs ; and con- 
ſequently is wholly corrupt, and under the domi- 
nion of appetites and inclinations directly contrary to 
God and his law. (E) This is the carnal mind 

| | whic 


(A) Dr. Maybreo allows that men are deflitute of all true holineſs untill 
they are born again, or have a ni heart given them in regeneration. 
LP. 42.] Yet, [P. 73] be repreſents the exerciſes and doings of tb. 
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which the ſcripture ſays, is enmity againſt God; 
For it is not ſubje& to the law. of God, neither 
indeed can be.” () This corruption or viciouſneſs 
of heart being ſo great and univerſal, the ſinner will 
not repent, or have any right exerciſes towards 
God and his law, untill his heart is in ſome degree 
renewed and ſet right. In this ſtate the goſpel finds 
man; in which pardon and ſalvation, through a 
mediator are freely offered to his acceptance ; and 
all are invited to come to Chriſt, believe on him 
and truſt in him, for all they want: being aſſured, 
that on this condition, Chriſt, with all his bene- 
fits, ſhall be theirs, Re 
But as the way in which this ſalvation is given, 
is in a peculiar manner adapted to do honor to the 


unregenerate, as having ſemething of the nature of obedience to Gad in 
tlem; and therefare GooD ; and conſequently not wholly unpleaſing to 
Got. I fb:uld be glad to know of the doctor what that ebedience it, 
which falls wholly ſhort of true holineſs. If it is obeaience to God's 
law, it is true Halineſi, if there is any ſuch thing in nature; if it i. 
not obedience to God's law, How, and in what ſenſe is it any obedjence 
at al.? He will be pleaſed alſo ta tell us, hat that is in the exerciſ- 
er and atirgs of the anregenerate, which ir of the nature of GOOD, 
and yet has nothing of the nature sf true bolineſs. The w.rld has yet 
found cut but two forts of grod, viz natural ond moral, balineſs and 
baftpineſs. But as the doctor mean: neither of the/e by th: GD that 
i: found with unregenerate men; he w. ud oblige the warld, if be 
wouid tell what this new diſcevered GOOD is. . 

The 4:&or's repreſenting the diings of wicked men as good, and in ſm 
degree pleaſing to Gd, brings to my mind the word: of Malachy [ebap. 
11.17.] “ Te bave wearied tbe Lerd with your words: yet y: /ay, 
Wherein have we tocaried him? When ye ſay, Every one that auth 
evil, is good in the fight pf the Lord, and he delighteth in them.” 
Our Savionr ſays, A corrupt tree cenrot bring forth god fruit.“ 
Very agreeable to this, a noted author well objerve:, ** It is.the gol 
tree ONLY, that bringeth forth good fruit; and it ir ox 4 good 
man, ext of the good treaſure of his heert, 1544 bringeth forth good 
things. An HoLY PRINCIPLE within, is confidered in ſcripture as pri- 
or to good works, Ihe latter heirg the extriions end oferations of the © 


former,” P Mayhew's ſzrmons on various ſubjects, r. 191. 
(, Rom, viii. 7. | 
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Jaw which the ſinner has broken, and vindicate the 
divine character, to which he is a perfect enemy 
and as the Saviour himſelf, in all he has done in 
the character of a Mediator, has above all other. 
condemned fin, and manifeſted his love of righte. 
ouſneſs and hatred of iniquity : and as the ſalvation 
itſelf which he gives, conſiſts ſummarily in deliver. 
ance from ſin, and the exerciſe and enjoyment of 
true holineſs, the ſinner is in a peculiar manner an 
enemy to the goſpel ; to the Mediator, viewed i 
his true character; to the way in which he fave 


ſinners ; and to the ſalvation itſelf, And he al. 


ways continues ſo while an enemy to holineſs, and 
an impenitent: or until his heart is changed, and 
'he comes to a new temper and diſpoſition, This 
change of the corrupt heart is in ſcriptnre ſpoken 
of as the work of the Spirit of God, in which ſin- 
ners are ſaid to be born of the Spirit, to have the 
ſony heart taken away and an heart of fleſh, or: 
new heart given; to be quickened, or made alive 
from the dead ; created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 


works, &c. It is alſo called the waſhing of rege- 


neration and the renewing of the the Holy Ghoſt. 

As men do in their natural ſtate with their whol: 
hearts reject the good things offered in the goſpel: 
and their doing ſo, is wholly owing to an inexcuſabl: 
wickedneſs of heart, God is not obliged, in reaſon 
or juſtice, to remove this voluntary wicked inexcu- 


fable oppoſition and bring them to a willing com- 


pliance with his propoſals : Neither has he oblig- 
ed himſelf to do this for any, by promiſes to any 
thing which they ſhall do, as the condition of it. 


Therefore whenever, and in whatever inſtance, 


God takes away the heart of ſtone, and gives 
J Ru ne nem ae Me new 


—— — 
— — 
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new heart, he acts as being unobliged, or ſove- 
reignly, and beſtows an unpromiſed favor; and fo 
&«, has mercy on whom he will have mercy; and 
whom he will he hardeneth” f. e. leaves under the 
dominion of a hatd, ſtony heart, But when God 
gives a new heart in regeneration, a foundation is 
laid in the mind for a diſcerning of the truths, of 
the goſpel in their real beauty and excellency, (to 
which the unregenerate heart, or the mind under 
the dominion of luſt is wholly blind) and for thoſe 
right exerciſes, in which faith or chriſtian holineſs 
conſiſts, And all the promiſes of the goſpel are 
made to theſe exerciſes of the mind, in which the 
mind diſcerns divine truth in ſome meaſure as it is, 
and heartily embraces the goſpel, &c. And the 


firſt exerciſe of this kind, intitles the perſon to all 


divine promiſes ; to pardon of fin, and eternal life, 
and to all thoſe divine influences, by which he ſhall 
perſevere in faith and holineſs, untill he ſhall be 
perfectly delivered from all fin, and awake com- 
pleat in God's /tkeneſs. | 
There muſt therefore be a diſtinction kept up be- 
tween regeneration, which is the work of God in 
giving a new heart, and in which men are perfect- 
ly paiſive; and ative converſion in which men, 
being regenerated, turn from ſin to God, in the 
exerciſe of repentance towards God, and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and in conſequence 
of which they are pardoned and received to favor, 
and a title to eternal life ; and have the gift of the 
Spirit to dwell with them for ever, as an abiding 
principle of life and holineſs. All this, with eve- 
ry benefit which men receive by Chriſt, is pro- 
miſed to thoſe who believe, or heartily embrace 
| ä * Js 
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goſpel, and not to regeneration : for to this, con- 
ſidered as antecedent to all action, and only as the 
foundation of right exerciſe, no promiſe is made, 
Neither are thoſe influences by which men are re- 
generated in this ſenſe, meant by giving, or re- 
ceiving the Spirit, as the Spirit of romiſe, by 
which believers, and they only, are ſealed to the 
day of redemption : but men receive the Spirit, in 
this ſenſe, as a ſpirit of adoption, by which all Wl 
God's children are led, by faith, or a hearty re- Wb 
ceiving Chriſt with all his benefits. ( They who Mo 
will not make and underſtand this diſtinction, muſt Mc 
think and talk in ſome meaſure unintelligibly on Hh 
this point, 1 0 
This change therefore, called regeneration, by c 
which a new heart is given; as the foundation of Hit 
all true diſcerning of the things of God's moral C 
kingdom, and of all right exerciſes of heart; this Wt 
change, I fay, © wrought by the Spirit of Gol ge. 
immediately and inſtantaneouſly, and altogether It 
imperceptibly to the perſon who is the ſubject of 14 
it; it being impoſſible that he ſhould know what I" 
God has done for him, but by a conciouſneſs of his N 
own views and exerciſes, which are the fruit and IM" 
conſequence of the divine operation. Theſe views MW 
and exerciſes of the regenerate, in which they turn Ib 
from fin to God, or embrace the goſpel, are often ÞW* 
in ſcripture ſpoken of as incladed in that change e 
which is called a being born again, &c. as all the t 
change which is perceptible, and in which man is Ie 
active conſiſts in this. And this is ſometimes cal- N* 
led by divines active converſion, to diſtinguiſh it . 


ben) Ste Joby i, 12, Gal. iii. 14, 26, Fpb. i. 13. ( 
from 
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from regeneration, or that change in which men 
are paſſive. | * 
Men being waſhed by regeneration, and rene w- 

ed by the Holy Ghoſt; the hard rebellious heart 
being ſubdued in a degree, and a new and oppo- 

ſite biaſs, which is by our Saviour called an Honeſt 
and good heart, being given, the light and truth of 
God's word, enters into the mind, and it diſcerns 
the things of the Spirit of God in their reality, 
beauty, wiſdom, glory: and in this view and ſenſe 
of divine truth, the heart approves of the divine 
character, comes to Chriſt for life, or believes on 
him, and ſincerely and heartily aſks for the Spirit, 
or that living water which Chriſt gives, and which 
comprehends all good things. And to this huger- 
ing and thirſting after righteouſneſs, coming to 
Chriſt, believing on him and truſting in him; 
to this aſking, knocking, ſeeking, divine promiſ- 
es are made, even to the firſt and loweſt degree of 
this kind of exerciſe. To ſuch the Spirit is given 
as a fountain; a well of living water, ſpringing 
up into everlaſting life.” (n) And by this actively 
; cleaving to Jeſus Chriſt, in a view of his true cha- 
| {racer as Mediator and Saviour, and uniting them- 
; {Wives to him, a proper foundation is laid for their 
| 


being looked upon and treated, as being in him, 
and in a ſenſe one with him; ſo that on his ac- 
count, out of reſpect to his merit and worthineſs, 
they are pardoned and received to favor; they be- 
come the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and heirs of eternal life. And as they have thus 
; received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo they walk in 


(n) 7oby iv, 14, 
Y @ 15 e him; 


this does not alter the reigning temper and diſpoli- 
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him; the life they live is by Faith on the Son of 
God ; and conſiſts in cleaving to Chriſt in all pro- 
per ways ; in coming to him, living upon him, 
aſking and receiving all good things from him, az 
a free gift to the infinitely unworthy, 


THe unregenerate Sinner may be in a ſort con- 
vinced in his judgment and conſcience that he has 
by his fin expoſed himſelf to eternal deſtruction 
that he can be delivered from this evil, and obtain 
ſalvation only by Jeſus Chriſt, by coming to him 
and believing on him; and that in order to this he 
maſt have a new heart given him by God, &c. I i 
And he may have ſuch a ſenſe of his danger and 
miſery, and of the awful conſequence of ſin, as to 
All his mind with great uneaſineſs and diſtreſs, 
This may, while it continues, deaden him to all 
carnal gratifications, and make him afraid to in- 
dulge himſelf to any overt acts of known fin ; and 
lead him to make deliverance from future miſery 
his great concern, and earneſtly to ſeek this ia the 
uſe of all means; being all attention to the great 
concerns of his ſoul, and a future world, But all 


tion of the heart. There may be yet no more 
true hatred of ſin than before, and a reigning en-] 
mity againſt the divine character, and law, and a- 
gainſt the goſpel ; and the heart may therefore be is 
far from repentance, and acceptance of offered {al- 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt as ever, and really reject and 
abhor the good things offered in the goſpel : and 
ſo be far from truly deſiring and aſking for them. 
And this is certainly the caſe with every unregene- 
rate perſon, whatever concern and exerciſes he maj 


Ji... aa nl oo po Bi 
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have about the ſalvation of his ſoul; and whatever 
he may pretend and think of himſelf, If he thinks 
better of himſelf, as thouſands do, it is all deluſi- 
on: And they who go about to ſtrengthen and 
confirm men in ſuch deluſion, are ſtrengthening 
the cauſe of the prince of darkneſs, inſtead of pro- 
moting the intereſt of Chriſt, and the ſalvation of 
ſinners. 

I ſhall therefore think myſelf doing God ſer- 
vice, and that which tends to promote the good of 
mankind, while I attempt to prove, that there are 
no promiſes of regenerating grace or ſalvation, made 


to theſe exerciſes and doings of the unregenerate 


in the holy ſcripture, This is the deſign of the 
following ſection. | | 


SECTION VIII. 


ARGUMENTS to prove that there are no promi|- 
es of regenerating grace or ſalvation, in the ſcrip- 
ture, fo the exerciſes and doings of unregenerate 
men, 


T HAT the doctor's arguments to ſupport the 

affirmative of the queſtion before us, are by 
no means ſatisfactory and concluſive, I have en- 
deavoured to ſhew, I ſhall now attempt to prove 


1 the 


A — = 
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the negative, by ſuggeſting as briefly as I can, ſome 
of the moſt obvious arguments which have occurr. 
ed to my mind. E „„ 


I. Axe. THAT there are no promiſes of regene- 
rating grace made to the exerciſes and doings of 
the unregenerate, may be argued from many par- 


ticular paſſages in holy ſcripture. | 


In ſcripture men are required to repent and be- 
lie ve, and turn to God on pain of eternal damna- 
tion, and are declared to be in a ſtate of condem- Þ 
nation untill they do ſo. Except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” (o) 55 He that believel th 
not, 15 condemned already, becauſe he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of ( 
God.” (p) He that believeth not the Son, ſhall 

not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.“ () He that believeth not ſhall be damn- 
ed.“ (7) If he that believeth not ſhall be damned, 

is no under condemnation, and has the wrath of 
God abiding on him, ſurely he has not at the ſam? 
Zime, even while he does not believe, a promiſe of 
God's favor and eternal life: for to be condemn- 

ed, and under God's wrath, and to be intereſted 

in the promiſes of God's favor and eternal life at 

the ſame time, is a contradiction, and abſolutely 
impoſſible. But if the promiſes of the goſpel arc 
made to the doings of unregenerate ſinners, then 
they have a title to God's favor, and eternal ſalva- 
tion, antecedent to faith, or while they are unbe- 
lievers ; and therefore while they are condemned, 


and under the doom of eternal damnation, They 


% Luke xiii. 3. (p) Jeb iii. 18, | (2) v. 36. (r) Mark xvi. 16. 
Os mY TM are 
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are therefore at the ſame time, intereſted in all the 
divine promiſes, under God's favor and ſmiles, 
and accepted of him to a title to life; and yet un- 
der all the curſes written in God's book, in a ſtate 
of condemnation, and under the wrath of God. 
We cannot avoid this glaring abſurdity and contra- 
diction, without concluding that there are no pro- 
miſes of ſaving mercy made to ſinners, upon any 
condition ſhort of faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and there- 
fore may be ſure there are no ſuch promiſes. (/) 


AGAIN the firſt 13 verſes in the viil, chap. of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans ſeem not conſiſtent with 
M 2 | the 


(/) Dr. Mayhew himſelf Herti, that all unregenerate men are under & 


ſentence of condemnation and death | þ. 26.1] © As finful creatures, 


«« ſays he, we are already expoſed to perdition from the avangeing ju- 
% flice of God: yea, we are actually under a ſentinct of condem ation 
% and deaih. till ſuch time as we are delivered therefrom, by having 
« an intereſt in the redemption wrought out by Chriſt. For, it is to them 
« only that are in Chrift Jeſus, and lo in him as to walk, net after 
« the fleſh, but after the Spirit, that there is no cendemnation. How 
be will reconcile this with unregenerate perſons, who are not, even 
according to him, in Cbriſt, and de nat waik after the ſpirit, but 4. 


ter the fliſ, being intereſted in promiſes of God's eternal favor, while 


ſuch, and on the account of what thty baus done, I am not able to 1: 
magine. He may perhaps attempt it now, tho" be once very juſtly 
thoug bt it impoflible. 1 his appears from the following words of his: 
« There are no promiſes of future glory and happineſs made in the 
ſcriptures, to impenitent, per ſevering tranſgrſſers. They are all 
** made to thoſe who conſeſs and forlake their fins. The goſpel is e 
« far from giving any title to future glory, to the impenitent workers 
* of iniquity, that it expreſily condemns them, and cuts them off from 
« it.” [He having cited ſeveral poſſages of ſeripture to prove this, 
goes on in the following words, which are worthy of ſpecial nots.] It 
is not SURELY PO+SSIBLE, that the ſame goſpel, which ipeaks 
thus to, and of, the wicked and diſobedient, condemning them 
** to ſuture woe and puniſhment, ſhould, at THE SAME TIME,”en- 
* title them, by its promiſes, to life ever)aiing,” Serms. on 
(everal ſubjeRs, p. 221, 1 
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the notion that there are promiſes of ſalvation to 
the unregenerate, It is there ſaid that to be 
carnally minded is death.” (t) And that they who 
<< live after the fleſh, hall die. u) And they are 
repreſented as in a ſtate of condemnation.(x) And 
here all are repreſented as carnally minded, and Sp 
being in the fleſh, and walking after the fleſh, who th 
Have not the Spirit of Chriſt, and do not walk af. {Mot 
ter the Spirit.(y) But unregenerate perſons have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, and do not walk in the 
Spirit: therefore they are thoſe who are in the 
fleſh, and walk after the fleſh, \ 
All unregenerate peſons then are, according tom 
this, in a ſtate of condemnation and death, and 
are in the way to eternal deſtruction, But this tk 
camot be true if any, while in an unregenerate tl 
ſtate, have a title to life, or are intereſted in the a 
promiſes of ſalvation. For he who has a title to 
life, or is doing that to which the promiſes of ſalvati- 
on are made, is not in the way to death; but inÞ 
that which leadeth to life; neither is there any con- 
demnation to him. They who aſſert that there 
are promiſes of God's favor and eternal life, to} 
the exerciſes and doings of unregenerate men, 
point out a way for them to walk in, while they Þ 
are in the fleſh, and walk after the fleſh, which, 


a 
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I ſeems the doctor now believes that there are promiſes of futare g'') 
and happineſs made in ſcripture te impenitint, hard hearted {inntr!, 
rho do not Tonſeſ1 and for ſake their ſins ;. and that 'tis very poſſible hit 
the ſame geſpel which condemns unbelievers ſo future wore and f uit: 

mint, dogs at the ſame time entitle them, by its promiſes, to life erer: 
lafling ; and has wrote a book to prove it, But as there is a tei im- 
poſfibility, and direct contradiftion in the caſe, no wonder bis aten 
bas proved very unſucceſsful. 

6) Ren. viii. 6. (i) v, 13. (e) e, 1. (9) 9. 4, 9. 


they 
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hey ſay, is the way to life; and by walking in 
which, they ſhall not die, but live: But St. Paul 
Ways, it is the way to death, and by walking in it, 
they ſhall die: none being free from condemnati- 
Jon, and in the way to life, but they who have the 
spirit of God dwelling in them; do live after the 
the Spirit, do through the Spirit mortify the deeds 
of the body; are in the ſpirit, and led by the Spi- 


men do not agree with, but directly contradict, St. 
Paul, or rather the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by him. 
St. Paul here divides men into two claſſes and no 
more : one are the ſons of God, who have the 
Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them, who walk after 
the Spirit, and afe led by the Spirit, and through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body. Theſe 
are free from condemnation and death, and in the 
ſure way to life. In the oppoſite claſs are compre- 
© hended all others: who being in the fleſh, and 
walking after the fleſh, are in a ſtate of condem- 
nation, and in the way which leadeth to eternal 
deſtruction. This is exactly agreeable to our Sa- 
viour's repreſentation, when he ſpeaks of but f 
ways in which men are going, vis the broad way 
which leadeth to deſtruction, and the narrow way 
which leadeth to life. The former is the way of 
the ungodly, the unholy, the unregenerate, who 
walk after the fleſh, are under the dominion of a 


— 
Er 


carnal mind which is enmity againſt God, and is 


not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. The latter is the way of good men, the way 
of righteouſneſs, the way of holineſs, in which the 
redeemed, and none but ſuch, do walk, &c. (a) 
(#) Set a mire full repeſentation of this, p. 7, 8. 2 
Moreover, 


Irit; and ſo are the ſons of God. Therefore theſe 
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MoRREOveER, it is obſervable, that when the 4. 
poſtles went forth to preach the goſpel, they never 
directed men, who applied to them to know what 
they ſhould do to be ſaved, to any endeavours and 
doings ſhort of true repentance, and faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, as what would fave them: but expreſſy 
told them that they muſt repent and believe on 
Chriſt in order to this. (%) And St, Paul ſpeaks of 


his preaching as conſiſting ſummarily in inculcat- oy 
ing © repentance toward God, and faith toward #4 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” (c) | = 

Now, we cannot account for this, on ſuppoſi- 25 
tion the endeavours and doings of men, which are Py 
ſhort of repentance and faith, are the condition of 10 
falvation, having the promiſe of it made to them, Þ 15 
For were this the caſe, they muſt have directed 0 
them to theſe endeavours and doings, as what they 
muſt do in order to be. ſaved, and by doing which 1 


they ſhould certainly obtain the ſalvation they en- 
quired after. And this muſt have been the drift W - 
and ſum of their preaching, and not repentance 
and faith: ſuch as indeed has been the preaching of 
many ſince that time. We may therefore be ſure Þ 
the apoſtles did not believe there were any promil- 
es made to doings ſhort of repentance and faith in 
Chriſt, but that theſe were the loweſt condition 
of ſalvation, This leads me to the | 


II. ARG. To ſuppoſe that there are promiſes 
of ſalvation made to the doings of unregenerate 
perſons, is to make theſe doings the condition of 
ſalvation ; and not faith or repentance ; or indeed 


(6) Ads ii. 37, 38. Chap. xvi. 30, 31, (e) Chap, xx. 21. 
| any 
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any thing elſe which the ſciipture repreſents as 
ſuch. 

That to which the promiſes of lite and ſalvation 
are made, ſo that he who has it, or attains to it, 
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has a ſure title to ſalvation, is certainly the condi- 
tion of ſalvation; but the exerciſes and doings of the 


unregenerate, are this condition, if promiſes of ſa 
vation are made to them. Yea, according to this, 
the doings of the unregeneratc are the condition, 
and ozly condition of juſtification. For they who 


have a title to God's favor and eternal lite, are no 


longer in a ſtate of condemnation, as has been 
ſhown; to have a title to God's ſpecial, eternal 


love and favor, and be heir of eternal life, certain- 


ly implies every thing that is contained in juſtifica- 
tion. If then men are not forgiven till they re- 
pent of their fins; are juſtified by faith ; and 
therefore not untill they believe, and heartily em- 
brace the goſpel : In ſhort, if one tittle of the new 
Teſtament is true, there are no promiſes of ſalva- 
tion made to the doings of the unregenerate. (4) 


III. ARG. 'THAT there are no promiſes of ſal- 
vation made to the exerciſes and doings of the un- 
regenerate, will be evident if it be conſidered, that 
ſuch do with their whole hearts oppoſe the way of 
lalvation by Chriſt, and reject the falvation offered 


(d) c WhaTScEVER'is necefſury. according to the termi laid d wn in the 
„ goſped, in order to our bavirg a 1hle to eternal life in the Kingdom if 
* heaven, is neceſſary in order to our being juftificd in this worid. But 
in order to cur having ſuch a title it is niceſ/ary, that we repeni of 
** our fins, and obey the go'pel: thi; is therefore neceſſary in ordir 
Dr. Mayhew's ſe: im. on jultification by 


« to juftification, 
lah, p. 219. 
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by him. That this is true of all the unregenerat 
has been ſhewn;(e) ſo that there is no need of dwell. 
ing long upon it here. It has been obſerved that i 
Ibis men's unregeneracy conſiſts ſo that to ſuppok 
them to be in any degree friendly to the goſpel x 
heart, is to ſuppoſe them to be regenerate : or at leaf 
that they ſtand in no need of regeneration; in order 
to ſalvation. To ſuppoſe the unregenerate are not a 
heart enemies to the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, and 
that any of the exerciſes of their hearts about thi 
ſalvation, are not conſiſtent with enmity againſt, and 
oppoſition to it, is to take away all diſtinction be. 
tween the regenerate and the unregenerate : To be 
ſare, it takes away that by which alone they arc 
diſtinguiſhed in ſcripture. If any are at a loſs a- 
bout this, let them read their bibles over, with ar 
ſpecial view to this point: and then let them tell, ttf 
what is meant by the unregenerate; what unrege-Wl ce 
neracy conſiſts in; and what regeneration is, on ti 
ſuppoſition the unregenerate do not with their N a] 
whole hearts reje& Jeſus Chriſt and oppoſe the way ſk et 
of ſalvation by him, as being enemies to God and IM 7 
the Saviaur, If they are not willing to be at this Ml t. 
pains, let them turn to the viii. chap. to the Ro- n 
mans, the paſſage juſt now under conſideration. ! 

t 

[ 


There it is ſaid “ the carnal mind is enmity a- 
gainſt God ; is not ſubject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.“ That by the carnal mind 1s 
meant the unregenerate heart, in diſtinction from IM | 
thoſe who are ſpiritually minded, have the Spirit of I; 
_ Chriſt, and walk after the ſpirit ; who love God, | 
and are his children, has been juſt now proved. 


DO 


0% Sec. III 


And 


ed of, any further than God's law, and his character 
therein expreſſed, are ſeen and loved: and there- 


Ila, is, to the fame degree, and in a peculiar mati- 
ner, enmity againſt Chriſt and the goſpel. 
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And I know not how any one can doubt of this, 
who will carefully read that chapter. But if the 
carnal, unregenerate heart, vos of enmity againſt 
God and his law, it is equally an enemy to Jeſus 

Chriſt and, the goſpe] : For the divine character 
and the holy law of God, are more fully vindicat- 
ed and honored, and are ſet in a clearer view, by 
Jeſus Chriſt in the goſpel, than otherwiſe they could 
be; and are ſo interwoven through the whole goſ- 
pel ſcheme, that it cannot be underſtood and approv- 


fore every degree of enmity againſt God and his 


Now that exerciſes of enmity againſt Chriſt, 
and oppoſition to the goſpel, and the ſalvation 
therein revealed and offered; or thoſe which are 
conſiſtent with this, are made the condition of a 
title to and intereſt in this ſalvation; ſo as that 
all the promiſes of the goſpel are made to ſuch ex- 
erciſes and acts, I preſume none will believe. 
This ſeems to be ſo ſelf-evident, that it is needleſs 
to go about to prove it. Nothing therefore ſeems 
neceſſary to decide the point we are upon, but to 
keep in view the true ſtate of the caſe, and attend 
to the real character of the unregenerate, and the 
nature and quality of all their actions. | 
It is therefore obſervable, that men, in arguing 
that there are promiſes to the doings of the unre- 
generate, do always overlook the true character of 
ſuch, and of their exerciſes ; yea ſuppoſe them to 
be in a degree friendly to Chriſt, and the ſalvation 
by him, In order to prove that there are promiſ- 
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es to the unregenerate, they dreſs them up in th, 
character which belongs, only to the regenerate, 
ſo that by ſtripping them of this diſguiſe, the boaſt. 


ed arguments vaniſh into nothing but weakne ö 
and abſurdity; and the truth ariſes into view, and 


becomes clear beyond diſpute. (F) 


IV. An. If falvation is offered to all whe 
heartily deſire it, really chooſe and accept of i 
and ſo truely aſk for it: it is offered on terms lou 
enough : as low as any can reaſonably defire ; ye 
on the loweſt conceivable or even poſſible terms, 
But no unregenerate perſon comes up to theſe terms 
Therefore ſal vation is not offered or promiſed to 


any doings of the unregenerate. 


If a free gift is offered and promiſed to any one 
that deſires it, and is willing to take it, it cannaſ 


be offered on lower or eaſier terms. If any ſhoul! 
ſay, Yes, it may be offered or promiſed to a per- 
fon, whether he will have it or no: ſo that b. 


ſhall have it, even contrary to his will and choice.] 


IJ anſwer, this is not to offer it on lower and eafic 


terms. It is not to offer it on any terms; neither 
is it properly any offer or promiſe at all: it is on 


a declaration of what ſhall be; which is, all things 


| conſidered, contrary to the will and inclination d 
the perſon. But indeed there can be no ſuch de- 


claration properly and truly made. A perſon whil: 
unwilling to accept of, and have any gift and en- 
joyment; and while he rejects it with his whole 
Fart is not capable of receiving it, or of cordial- 
ly entertaining the offer of it; and therefore is 0! 
a ſubject capable of ſuch an offer, with a promutt 
How far this is true of Dr Maybew's prr formance, which ha! bi 

under cenſfideration, they who have read the foregoing ſectien muſt 1 


Har averſion and hatred, under the notion of its be- 
Hing his by ſomething he is to do as the condition 


The goings of the unregenerate, gr 


That it ſhall be his, even while he undervalues, 
epiſes, and refuſes to receive it. If it is offered 
wich a promiſe that it ſhall be his, as ſoon as he is 
eartily willing to accept of it, and upon this con- 
Kition only; it is offered on the loweſt terms that 
lever any offer was, or can be made. Now, it is 


ranted that the goſpel offers ſalvation to all who 


17 

4 
& 
* 


ill accept of it, or are truely willing to have it. 


Nhat as no unregenerate perſon is thus willing to ac- 
Neept of ſalvation, no ſuch one ever did, or ever 
vill come up to theſe loweſt poſſible terms, on 


hich ſalvation is offered and promiſed. (g) It 


Bwould be highly abſurd and xidiculous to offer 


that to any one, which is the object of his peculi- 


of it, while he continues thus averſe to it: And 
therefore no ſuch offer was ever ſeriouſly and real- 
ly made. We may therefore be certain God has 
never done this: but that the loweſt terms on 
which ſalvation is offered and promiſed, imply a 


real choice of this ſalvation, or a hearty acceptance 


| got it. (H) 


Ir it ſhould here be ſaid, that tho! unregenerate 


ſinners are not willing te accept of ſalvation which 


b 


is freely offered; and that this is both their fin 
and calamity : yet God may ofter them regenerat- 
ing grace; and promiſe to bring them to a willing- 


(s) This Jaſt prop-fition bas been proved in the third ſedtien, and under 
the leſt argument. wa | 

{h) Dr, Maybew ha: ſupprſed and al'owid this, thro' the whole courſe 
of his arguments, and in all he ſay: upen this ju jet, as the attmtive 
reader bas obſerved. The only thing be can diſpute, is, tha! the un- 


regenerate 40 rot core up to theje terms, When he will pri ve they dn, 
be will gain his point, For 1+ s therefore the fublie nul wait on him. 
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92 
neſs to accept of ſalvation, by giving them a ney 
heart, upon terms which they, while unregene. 
rate, may come up to; and fo regeneration, and 
conſequently the whole of ſalvation, may be con- 
nected with this condition, which really is ſome. 
thing ſhort of a hearty acceptance of ſalvation : for 
this is one thing promiſed to be given, and is im- 
plied in regeneration, = l 
Ianſwer. If we ſuppoſe the grace of regeneration 


or a new heart, which implies a heart to accept of 


and truſt in Chriſt for ſalvation, to be offered and 
promiſed to the unregenerate, on ſome condition 


which they are to come up to and perform, while 
unregenerate; yet ſtill this is an offer of that to 
which their hearts are as much averſe, as to ſalva- 


tion itſelf: they are as far from accepting of ſuch 
an offer, as they are from accepting of ſalvation, and 
reject and deſpiſe it as much. The grace of rege- 
neration, or a new heart, is as contrary to the unte- 
generate Rare, as ſalvation or holineſs itſelf : the 
unregenerate do oppoſe and reject this with their 
whole hearts; for tis ſuppoſed their hearts are 1: 
in direct oppoſition to the new heart offered; o- 


therwiſe they would ſtand in no need of a new 


heart. If therefore God offers and promiſes to 
give them a new heart, on any condition, which 
conſiſts in their exerciſes and doings, he makes 


y » 5 : . . 2 * „ . | 
this offer and promiſe to. exerciſes and doings 


which imply, or are conſiſtent with, a real op- 
poſition to, and rejection of, the thing offered and 
promiſed, The unregenerate heart hates and op- 


poſes a new heart, juſt as much as it does the di 


vine character and law, or Jeſus Chriſt and the 
goſpel ; and therefore is no more willing to RE 
a , 5 . og — { \c 
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the former than the latter, but rejects it with per- 
fect abhorence. Therefore there is nothing which 
the unregenerate may be ſuppoſed to do, in order 
to obtain a new heart, which is not itſelf an act of 
oppoſition, or confiſtent with the moſt perfect op- 
poſition to that which he is ſuppoſed to be ſeek- 
ing. For inſtance: If we ſhould ſuppole that 
God offers and promiſes to give the unregenerate 
a new heart, on condition they will afe him for 
ſuch a favour: this muft mean an aſking withour 


any true deſire of the thing aſked for; yea an aſk- 


ing which is conſiſtent with an oppoſing and re- 
jecking the favor offered; and therefore really no. 


| aſking at all for a new heart, but for ſomething elſe. 


For ſo far as the new heart is oppoſite to the heart 
of the unregenerate, juſt ſo far does the untegene- 
rate heart-oppoſe and hate the new heart, and re- 


ject the offer of it; and that conſtantly, and in 


all its exerciſes which have any relation to, and 
reſpect the new heart, which is the thing offered. 
Thus it appears that there is the ſame difficulty 
and abſurdity in ſuppoſing, that a new heart is of- 
fered and promiſed to the doings of the unregene- 
rate, by which they would become willing to ac- 
cept of Chriſt and falvation ; as there is in ſup- 
poſing, that eternal life is offered on ſome condi- 
tion lower than a real willingneſs to accept of it. 

In a word, if we will not go beyond reaſon and 
plain common ſenſe in this matter, we ſhall con- 
clude, that whatever offer of any favor or 
free gift God makes to men, he «offers it to their 
free acceptance, and premiſes that on this condi- 
tion it ſhall be their's: and conſequently that they 
can have no title ta it, on any condition ſhort of4 
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hearty acceptance of it: And that an offer made 
to a lower or eaſier condition, cannot be reaſona- 
bly deſired, or even ſuppoſed. Therefore God in 
the goſpel makes no offers and promiſes of ſalvati- 
on, or of any thing connected with it, to the ex- 
erciſes and doings of the unregenerate, 


V. ArG. For God to offer and promiſe ſalva- 
tion to thoſe who with their whole hearts hate and 
reject Jeſus Chriſt in his character of Mediator, 
would be altogether unbecoming : and really in- 
conſiſtent with the goſpel, and overthrow it. The 
goſpel opens a way of ſalvation for ſinners through 
a Mediator ; in which they are pardoned, and 
received to favor, and a title to everlaſting lite, 
purely out of reſpect to his merits and wortkinels ; 
{o on his account and in his name. And in this way 
alone can God pardon the ſinner, receive him to fa- 
vour, and beſtow eternal life on him, conſiſtent 
with his honor and in a way becoming his charac- 
ter, as ſupreme Jawgiver and judge. But to pardon 
the ſinner and receive him to favor, and promiſe 
eternal life to him, while he remains an enemy 
to this Mediator, and oppoſes and rejects him in 
this charcter. would be to act directly contrary to 
this plan; and really to diſhonor the mediator, and 
r 5 
Therefore in the goſpel ſinners are repreſented 
as being ſaved(i. e. brought into a ſtate of pardon 
and acceptance with God, and to a title to eternal 
life )by. #he blood of Chriſt; or by his merit and 
worthineſs being imputed to them, or reckoned to 
their account. Accordingly it is by virtue of their 
vnion to him, or being in him, that they are 5 8 
| vere 
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vered from condemnation, juſtified, &c. In this 
way God may be juſt, may a& a wiſe and honorable 
part, ſo as in no degree to injure his own character 
as moral governor; even while he ju/iifies, par- 
dons and promiſes ſalvation to, im who, though 
infinitely unworthy and ill-deſerving in himſelf, 
| believeth in Feſus the Mediator: i. e. who, in a 
view of his true character, heartily approves and 
accepts of him, ſo as actively to unite himſelf 
to him, and be in bim. (i) He being thus in 
Chrift, a proper foundation is laid for his being in- 
tereſted in the Mediator's merits and worthineſs ; 
ſo that he is received to favor and a title to eternal 
life purely out of reſpect to Him. Therefore all 
the promiſes of God to ſinners are ſaid to be IN 
Him, unto the glory of God.(k) They would not 
all be in Him, if ſinners were intereſted in them 
while they continued to hate and reje& him, fo 
were out of bim: conſequently would not be ?0 the 
glory of God, as this would be directly contray to 
the plan of pardoning and receiving finners to a title 
to life in and by a Mediator. (i) 


I nave 


(i) See Rom. iii. 26. v. 1, 2. vii 13 (1) 2 Cor. i. 20. 
4% Dr. Maybeto ſpends ſome time to anſwer an ob jectian againſ their he - 
ing any promiſes to the doings of the unregenera e viz that this [up- 
poſes God to make promiſes to thiſe ations, which are not truly hotly. 
[P. 72, Cc] If truly holy aftions might be dene by men, and yet thiy 
continue out of Chriſt and in opp fiticn to him, as the unregenerate dt; 
it uuf be c:nf:fſed, there weuid be no mire reaſon why divine promiſes 
fhould be made to them, than to actions which art not Beh: for aſi 
finners, confidered a! out of Chrift, or not united to him, fo as tobe in- 
terefled in his merits, are on a level in this reſpect, whether holy 
or unholy ; they are infinitely unworthy andill deſerving, and cannot be 
received to favor with God, and a title to life, untill they ore united 
to the Mediator, ſo as to be interefed in his merit and worthineſs, If 
the dector therefore repreſents this objectien in its full firength and im- 


pors 


9 
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I rave now produced ſome of the principal ar. 
-guments which occurred to me, to prove that there 
are no promiſes of ſalvation made to the doings, of 
the unregenerate, I am far from concluding that 
ey theſe 

* it moſt by ewntd 11 4s feeble 01 he ſuppoſes it to be But if 


8 bj. ttors mean, that the unregenerale ao nothing in that 53 may 
ner, wh'ch is neceſſary in order to their bear ts bring united to Cb. 


the Medialer, Jo 4i to be a preper ground of their being accepted ug 
him, the doctor bas nit in the leajt degree aniwired the 0bjtfi 1, pt 
There may be a ſufficient reaſon tuby no promiſes ſhould be. made 10 thy or 
exerciſes f funers, whith have no degree of holineſs in them ; vis tl 
becauſe juch exerciſes do nit unite to Chriſt, or imply any union if ta 
* beart to tim, but jhe contrary, It has bren obſarbed, that the geſpi , 


r Cbriſ and the way of /a/vatimn by him, are fo boly, that the un ho. 
ly hrort cannot be pleaſed with, but muſt bate and oppiſe them. I here. 
ore that exerciſe of heart by whith finners embrace the goſpel, er u. 
. nite-thimſelves to Jeſus Chrift, by an acceptance of him, muſt be an 
| holy exerciſe, In this view, "tis unreaſonab'e and abſurd ts ſuf poſe, 
that thers art any promiſes of Jaivation,made to the unholy dvings of ff. a 
mers; and therefore the objettion lands goed. But thirs may be goed 4 
reaſon toby ſa vation ſhould te premiſed to the haly, exerciſes of the re. 
generate ; becauſe, huwever imperfelt they are, they are really an ac. 
crptance of ( brift, and unite thim to him; ſo that they lay a proper 
Hundation ier their being atcepted in him, and receiving a title te the 
beavenly inheritance for bis jake: Fer, as the doctor well expreſſes it, 
4% J ic ftoiChirift s.ſake, nt theſe promiſes are made to them. P. 74. 
But it has been ſhewn, that ſuch pt omiſes cannot be mast for Chriſt's 
Ike, to thi/ſe tobe hate ond rej # Jeſus Chriſt: But if premiſes art 
made to [uch, beaven and Chriſt himſelf are promiſed to thim, fir 
their «wn ſakes, or rather, for the ſake of their own unboly, icli C 
exerciſes and doings, © ; E 8 
The doctor indeed endeavenrs to palliate this matter 4 little [P. 73] 
What he ſays is to this effi, the temper and actions of bis firivers, 
are really different from thoſe tobo ore proceeding beadlong in their 
© iminal ceurſes ; and to ſay the leafl, are nit ſo dijpleafing to God, 
And their doings may preperly. be called obedience to God ; and thert- 0 
Fare bave ſem thing of the nature of 00D; end ſo cannot be whol- 
ly unpleaſing to G d. It mu therefore render them more {uitable #5- | 
jefts of bis faupr and mercy than theſe are, who do not ftrive ; but to 
commit iniquity with greedineſs.” The doctor ſeemi to be ſciei. te 
that there muſt be ſame GOOD gualification in the finner in ordir 10 
render him a ſuitable object of God 1 favor and mercy ; otherwiſe bt 
toould not take ſo much pains to find ſemething of this kind in thoſe 15 
sohom be ſuppnſes the objefs of (hir favor, But what does be * bs n 
* N Ws EO 1 1446s | 
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theſe are the fronge/t and beff, that might be 
thought of; or that they are ſet in the moſt ſtrik- 
ing and convincing light poſſible. Whether they 
are concluſive or not, let the attentive impartial | 
reader judge. 46 


/ 


thiir being ſuitable, ir more ſuitable objects of God's favor and 
mercy, antecedent to their anion to Chrift, and intereſt in bir worthi* 
neſs; and con fidered as in themſelves? Dots bs ruan, there is a pro- 
per moral ſuitableneſs or fiineſt; ſore moral excillency which recom- 
mends to God's favor, as a reaſon why they ſhould haves mercy rather 
than others? If this is the caſe, then they need nat the merit of Chriſt 
to recommend them to God's = J for th:y bare upon this ſuppuſition, 
merit enough of thrir-own to anſwer this end. The doctor repeotedly 
diſclaims the mation of merit ; but if this is what be mean, hi holds ts 
the defirine of merit ts all intents, 4 eny ſinner bat any moral good 
er earth, which recommends him to the divine favar, en the account of 
its acceptableneſi in Gd fight, and on this account is a reaſon 
God ſhews faver te bim rather than is anther ; be has 41 real merit, 
as "tir poſſible any creature ſhould have, the" it may not bt to ſo great 
a degree. But if by being a ſuitable, or fit object of God's favor be 
means any ether kind of fitneſs, be wanld oblige u by ſbeeving what it iu. 


SECTION ix. 


CONT AINING an anſwer to two objeftions, 


051.1 Ir is faid that the doctrine contended for 

in the preceeding ſection, is greatly to 
to the diſhonor of God's goodneſs and even inconſiſ- 
tent With it. 


Dr. Mayhew inſiſts upon it, that ſuch a notion 
s inconſiſtent with the appearance of any good- 
nels of God to ſinners, in the offers made to them 
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with all their might to deliver themſelves from ; 
but find it impoſſible, They cry to him for help, 
(0 P. 67, 68. () P. 80, 
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in the goſpel: yea, that it is not conſiſtent with 
Juſtice,(m) And agreeable to this, he looks on ar 
what he has done, in proving that there are pro- b. 
miſes to the doings of the unregenerate, as * D 
clear and full vindication, both of the juſtice and lis 
goodneſs of God.“ (n) 1 | in 

Axs. This objection ſeems to have its foundati-· g: 
on in a ſuppoſition for which there is no ground, if o 
and is indeed directly contrary to the truth of the . 
caſe ; viz. that if ſalvation is not offered and pto - b 
miſed to the exercifes and endeavours of unte- t! 


generate men, then it is offered to them on term t! 


impracticable, though they are never ſo well dil / 
poſed, and have a good will in the caſe : and {off a 
are not, at all to blame for not coming up to the 
terms ut rag there being ſome difficulty in the 

is inſurmountable, however good and 
great their inclination and deſire may be to do it 
As the objectors feem to view the cafe; it may be 
repreſented by the following compariſon. A cer- 
tain lord, as he was viſiting one of his plantation, 
ſaw a large building on fire: and when he came to 
it, he found a number of his ſervants confined in it, 
He knowing their ſituation, calls to them, tell 
them the dreadful caſe they are in, and earneſtly 
calls upon them to ariſe and come to the doc 
with a promiſe that upon their ſo doing, he wil 
unlock it, and deliver them. At the ſame time, 
both he and they know, that they are faſtne: 
down with chains which they have been trying 
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and do their utmoſt, but all in vain : he ſtands 
by , and ſees them periſh in the devouring flames 


Pr. Mayhew, repreſents the ſtate much in this 


light in many paſſages in his ſermons, as well as 
in the following words. Is there any real kind- 
nels, mercy or goodneſs, in offering ſalvation to 
guilty creatures, and inviting them to accept it, 
on ſuch terms as are to them impracticable, tho? 
they defire it and ſtrive tu this end ?—ImpraQtica- 
ble, I mean, with all the helps and advantages 
that God affords, or will afford to them, though 
they ſeek them in the beſt manner their circum- 
flances will admit of? I muſt confeſs, I cannot ſee 
any goodneſs herein,” (0) 

I am as ready to confeſs,as the doctor that were 
the caſe as 1s * ſuppoſed, there would be no 
goodneſs, or propriety in the offers of the goſpel. 
But in truth it is, as it were, infinitely otherwiſe. 
There is no difficulty in the ſinner's complying 
with the offers of the goſpel, but what lies in his 
want of an inclination and true deſire to accept the 


alvation offered; and a ſtrong and obſtinate incli- 


nation to the contrary, The cafe really is, as if the 
above mentioned lord ſhould find his ſervants in 


the houſe conſuming by fire, confined by nothing 


but thefr own inclination and luſt, all engaged in 
gaming and drinking. He opens the door and calls 


upon them to eſcape for their lives, and promiſes 


them that if they are willing to come to him, and 
engage in his fervice, they ſhall be ſafe and happy. 
But they have ſuch a diſlike to his perſon and ſer- 
vice, and are ſo attached to their gaming, &c. that 
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pul abſolutely refuſe to comply with the propoſal, 

2 2 had rather run the venture of periſhing in 

the + Soph and continue there under the repeated 
admonitions and calls of their kind lord, untill in- 
evitable deſtruQion comes upon them. 

If it ſhould be ſaid, That tho' this ſimilitude 
may fitly repreſent the caſe of ſinners, who pay no 
regard to the goſpel, but run with greedinoſs in a 
courſe of ſin; yet the caſe of convinced ſinners, 
who are concerned about themſelves, and earneſt- 
ly ſeeking deliverance, is different.” It may be 

„ere that there is no material difference, ſo 
as any way to affect the caſe under conſideration, 
The ſinner, however exerciſed and concerned he ¶ th 
is about himſelf, and whatever pains he takes he 
to better his caſe, and obtain deliverance ; if till N it 
he does not actually accept of ſalvation; does re- 
fuſe ſo to do from the fixed oppoſition of his heart, N 
to the ſalvation offered: which oppoſition of heart g 
38 of the ſame nature and kind, with that of the d 
ſecure ſinner, and is really as voluntary, and eve- h 
xy Way as inexcuſable ; and indeeq; is more appar- I f 
ent, and exerciſes itſelf i in a ſtronger manner, than p 
that « of the ſecure ſinner ; as the former actually re- 12 
ſiſts more light, and conviction of conſcience than ; 
ſ 


the latter. 
Suppoſe two criminals, under . and 
ſentence of death, for ſome treaſonable practices 
againſt their prince. The prince offers to pardon 
and reſtore them to his favor, if they will heartily I \ 
repent, aſk his pardon, and ſubmit to his govern- ! 
ment and laws, as excellent and good. One of 
them pays no regard to the propoſal ; but, uncon- | 
cerned about what he has done, and what | is com- 

ing 
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ing upon him, follows his cups, and does not ſo 
mech as ſeriouſly attend to the ſad caſe he is in. 
The other thinks of the death that is before him 
with horror, and can neither eat nor fleep in peace : 
but, on the whole, cannot find in his heart to com- 
ply with the offer. The more he thinks of it, the 
more his heart riſes againſt his prince. He cannot 
be willing to aſk his pardon, nor does he deſire to 
live under his government and laws. He tries e- 
yery way he can think of to eſcape death, ſhort of 
| complying with theſe terms. He ſends petitions 
every day and hour to his prince: hoping to 
gain his favor. 5 ſome other conditions. But 
the longer he tries, the more he is convinced that 
he muſt periſh, unleſs he heartily complies with 
the propoſals made him, and the more clearly he 
ſees and feels the oppoſition of his heart thereto. 
Now which of theſe traitors is, on the whole, the 
greateſt criminal in the ſight of the prince? Does 
the latter do any thing that tends to recommend 
him to the prince ?. And if after all he dies, in con- 


ſequence of his refuſing to accept of the offered 


pardon and deliverance, is it any imputation on the 
goodneſs of the prince? or does it appear to be 
the leſs goodneſs in him, becauſe the traitor re- 
fuſed to take the advantage of it? Let common 
ſenſe decide the queſtion, And by this, the queſ- 


tion before us will be decided. 


The terms on which God offers pardon and ſal- 


vation to ſinners, are not © to them impracticable 
tho' they deſire it.” They are no more imprac- 
ticable, and in no other ſenſe, than are the terms 
on which pardon and fafety are offercd by the 
prince to the traitor, in the inſtance a 
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in this light. Becauſe I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed.— Ve have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
would none of my reprogf : I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity, &c.—For that they hated knowledge 
and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord, They 
qoould none of my counſel ; they deſpiſed all my re- 


; | ri 
If finners periſh under the. goſpel], tis thro' their h 
own obſtigate, continued, voluntary refuſal to ac. 
cept of, or truly defire and aſk for offered ſalvati- 
on. And fhall this refuſal of offered merey ; this to 
direct and continued abuſe of God's goodneſs, ren- in 
der it no goodneſs, and ſo change the nature of it. at 
as to turn it into cruelty ? This is impoſtible! m 
If God puts men under advantages to be holy it 
and happy; gives them all proper means and ſets W *< 
before them all proper motives : and they fail of 
holineſs and happineſs by a negle& and abuſe of 
theſe advantages, means and motives. God's 
goodneſs is ſtill moſt perfect, and *tis not owing I * 
to any deficiency in this, that they are not holy and 1 
happy. (% Wiſdom itſelf repreſents the matter 1 


{p) 1/ this needs any teflimony beſides that of the holy ſcripture and dun. 
mon ſenſe, Dr. Mgybity's may be produced. God may, ſays be, 
« properly he ſaid to be god aud merciful to all thoſe, for whoſe wtl- 

fare he provider according their reſpedtive natures and capatitit, 
* brewer i ferior. If theſe are upon the whole bafpy, or it thole 
% of an higher order might be ſo, did they not àbuſe the divine 
% go2dne's, God is certainly good to them.” Sermons on the 14- 
ture, &c, of the divine goodnels, p. 20 And again, p. 67, in r. 
der to em how the puniſhment of -tbe finally impenitent, i; confiſlint 
ith God's goodnefs, be ſays, Gd certainly exerciſes great gordnt! 
and mercy towards ſuch finners in this wirld gz mit cnly in /uff yi'8 
their temporal wants, hut in sfording them ſuch means of kn0w- 
% ledge and eternal happineſs «s nothing but their own wiltul blind- 
„ neſs and perverſeneſs can render ine ffectual to that end, A a4 
% invited and ferſwaded, in the mal gracious end pathetic 111111, (0 
*. N of e.ernal life, 7hrougb bim thet gave bimſeif à ranſen fir 
e >, bt 
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proof. Therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way, c.“ => 

Tux doctor ſeenis to think he has done mucti 
to ſet the wonderful goodneſs and mercy of God 


in a clear and tricking light, by proving that there 


are promiſes to the unregenerate. He therefore 
makes the following, which he calls an important 


inference, © We ſee from hence the wonderful 
* goodneſs and mercy of God; in as much as he 


* has given us the. ſtrongeſt aſſurance of pardon 
and eternal life, on ſuch terms as, by his of- 


e fered grace we may all comply with, zf we de- 
« fireto do it.” (9) With the doctor's good leave 
I will ay, that the goodneſs and mercy of God ap- 


pears equally wonderful, on ſuppoſition there are no 
promiſes made to the doings of the uneregenerate. 
For even on this ſuppoſition, ©** he has given us 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of pardon and eternal life, 
on ſuch terms as we may comply with if we re- 
ally deſire it. I have therefore as good a right to 
this inference from my doctrine, as the doctor has 
from his. Yea I preſume to ſay, @ much better. 


* * 


on which pardon and ſalvation are offered are fo 


In this ſentence the doctor ſuppoſes that the terms 


difficult, that a real deſire to comply with them, 


does not get over the difficulty : but there is yet 
need ot God's offered grace,” to aſſiſt and help 
over that which is other ways inſuperable, by 


the" beſt defire, and the utmoſt good will in the 


matter. Whereas, according to the doctrine he 


oppoſes, @ real defire to comply, is the compliance 
. mes. DI £Þ; * 5 3 1 7 a 


n Itfelf ; 
1 2 


> 


bi 
10 
1 
5 
\ 
1 

[ 


105 
> 
10 
1 
15 
17 
19 
0 FM. 
( ' 
1 


2 


— — 


- 

———— ——— — — —— bes” © 3 
— — — — oo — . — . 
Ar ——ñ— ͤ 1H — — 


— 


—— — _ 
— - - 


— — — —— —— — 
2 . —— — 


104 D Ohjeflions anſwertd. 


itſelf; and is the condition on which pardon and 
falvation are offered: there being no difficulty in 
coming vp to the terms, but what there is in hay. 
ing a real deſire and hearty good will, or a being 
truely willing to accept of pardon and ſalvation. 
He who comes to this, has no need of any of. 
fered grace” to help him to comply with the terms 
of ſalvation, as the doctor ſuppoſes; but has 40. 
ready complied, and has pardon and ſalvation in- 
ſured to him. If the doctor's ſcheme then, ſhews 
the wonderful goodneſs and mercy of God,” 
that which he oppoſes does ſo, much more abun- 
dantly En | : ; | | ; ' 8 

But what does the doctor mean by his offered 
grace,“ to help thoſe to comply with the terms of 
falvation, who“ really deſire to do it?” If there is a 
real defire to comply, the heart is really gained, and 
there is a real compliance of heart or will, and 
what more there is required as the condition of 
pardon and ſalvation, in which the heart or will 
has no concern; and ſo is not the compliance of 
the heart, but of ſomething elſe; in order to which 
compliance we ſtand in need of God's “ offered 
grace; even when the heart has really complied; 


1 fay; what this is; and how God's “ offered 
aer, helps to it, the doctor has not told, and 1 
1 not able to conceive. Untill the doctor ſhall 


Ochectious anſwertd, 10h 
pliance. I believe, that no compliance with the 
terms of ſalvation is required but an hearty com- 
pliance; and if men are by God's grace aſſiſted to 
ſuch a compliance, they have all the aſſiſtance they 
want in the caſe, in order to obtain pardon; and 
therefore that God does not offer any other aſſiſt- 
ance, in order to a compliance. _— 

But let us attend a minute longer to this extraor- 
dinary paſſage of the doctor's. He ſays, The won- 
dertul goodneſs and mercy of God appears, ih 
as much as he has given us the ſtrongeſt aflurances 
of pardon and eternal lite, on ſuch terms as, by his 
offered grace, we may all comply with, Ir WR 
KEALLY DESIRE TO DO IT.” But what if we 
don't really deſire to do if? Will this in the leaft 
ay the goodneſs of God in making the offer on 


eh law terms ? The doctor ſuppoſes, in his ves | 


ry putting the caſe, it will not. What then if none 
vi mankind will really defire to comply; or in o- 
ther words, really and heartily comply with the 
terms on which pardon and ſalvation are offered; 
untill they are regenerated, and have a new heart 


given them ls not the goodneſs of God to be 


vindicated, ' and does it hot appear to be wonders 
ful, in offering pardon and eternal life to every 
one who'is, heartily willing and defirous to have 
them, however far mankind may be from a heart 
to comply with this condition ö 2, MS » 
Dr; Mayhew himſelf, is as clear and full in this, 
as any one can be: as appears not only from paſ- 
ſages already quoted, (r) but the following words 
of his, in the ſermons under conſideration. He 
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80 Iod has provided and revealed a way of Sal. 
& vation, for ſinful, guilty. and loſt creatures, 


de thro', the mediation, the ſufferings and death of | 


* his own dear ſon; and faith, I boſoever will, 
ce let him come, &c. God excrciſeth patience and 
te forbearance towards his ſinful creatures; there- 
« by giving them time and opportunity for repen- 
te tance, and working out their ſalvation. Now, 
« if you fhould neglect this method. of deliverance 
% from condemnation, and think everlaſting life not 
„ worth your ſtriving after; you: will not only 
e remain under the guilt of your other ſins, but 
4 * will be juſtly chargeable allo with deſpiſing the 
goodneſs of God : even the riches of his goodneſs, 

Ce ea and long- ſuſtering. () 
If the language of the goſpel to ſinners is, Whe- 
er WILL, let him come, Fc. And all are in- 
* and perſwaded, in the moſt gracious and pa- 
thetic terms to accept of eternal life, and finners 
refuſal to comply with theſe offers, and ſlighting 
them, is a © deſpiſing the goodneſs of God, even 


the riches of is goodneſs” exerciſed and manifett- | 


ed herein; then untegenerate ſinners have theſe of- 
fers, and God is herein god to them: and their 
refuſal to comply, is a deſpiſing the riches of his 
goodneſs. Is it not ſtrange, that the doctor ſhould 
expreſs himſelf ſo clearly and fully on this head, 
from time to time, and ſo perſectly agreeable to 
the doctrine he oppoſes, and yet ſo confuſe and 
bewilder himſelf, and his readers, as in the paſ- 
ſage juſt now conſidered, and in many others ? Or, 
arg we the only perfons confuſed and bewildered. 
Loet the unbiaſſed mee. 25 | 
* . jr es es 
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O]. II. It is objected, that if there are no pro- it 
.miſes of ſucceſs to the endeavours and doings of v N 
the unregenerate, in ſeeking the ſalvation f 
their ſouls z(t) then there is little or no encou- 1 
ragement to ſinners to take pains in this matter; 1 
in attending on the means of grace: but it tends 1 
greatly to diſcourage, and lead them to neglect all # 
means and endeavours for their own ſalvation, if 1 


not to indulge themſelves in all manner of licenti- | : 
ouſneſs and known ſin. 12 4 
Dr. Mayhew indeed allows; that upon ſuppoſi- | 
tion there js no certain connection between the en- vj 
deavours and ſtrivings of the unregenerate, and ſal- 
vation; yet they are obliged in all reaſon to ſtrive, g, 
and do their beſt. He obſerves that men will j 
think it worth while to take the utmoſt.pains in 
the concerns of a worldly nature, when there is an 1 
uncertainty with reſpect to the ſucceſs of their en- 4 
deavours : but that the reaſon and motive to ſtrive/ 


„ = 


i , "FS TESTS 1 . wt ; 5 | 
t) Taz reader is deſired do obſerve, and bear in mind, ihat when the un- | 
regenerate finner is ſpoken of as ſeeking ſalvstion, uſiag means and H 
endes ours in order thereto, or cen hoping for it pre of their | 
kind are ta be under ſtood in a ſenſe conſilent with his really at beart 
eppoſing. bating and rijefting.t4be ſalvation which the geſpe / ers. | 
This is not proper ly the objett of his defires and hi pes; and therefore not i 
what be Jeehs after, and endeavours to obtain. He does net heortily 1 
aft fer, or deſre, the pardin which the gaſpel offers; nor that deli- {1 


verance from fin, 4 that holineſs and happine/s, in which the [alua- 1 
tien revealed in the-goſpel confis: ſo cannot be iruely ſaid to endeoveut 4 
after or hop yr this. But the objet of bis defires, bepes and en- | 
deovours, is ſomeibing elſe ; even that deliverance from miſery or u. 
tural evil, and that happineſs or n:thral goed, which are naturally and 1, 
eden neceſſarilj the objefts of men's defires from an avex ſion to miſery, il 
ond levi of happineſs, which is efſentiel to a moral agent; and is con- I 
fiftent with tht greateſt love to fin, ond moſt perfect oppoſition of ber? 
to ibat balineſs, without which no man ſhall ſet the Lord. —Theſe. en- 160 

preſũi int are uſed in compliance with the common tue of ſpeaking in his | 
mal ter, and not beccuſe it is the language of ſcripture, } | 
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far {alvation are unſpeakably greater, though there 
de an equal uncertainty ↄf obtaining. (u) How- 


ever, he inſiſts upon it, that if unregenerate per- 


ſons are told that there is no. connection between 
any of their endeavorurs, and obtaining eternal 
life, this has a direct and manifeſt tendency to dii- 
hearten them and damp their endeavours: and 
muſt needs prove a great diſeouragement to 
them. ()) 1. 0 4 


| 5 Aus. Wax TREE there is any juſt ground for 
this objection, the reader muſt judge, when he 
Has attended to the following particulars. 


I. Ir does not appear from fact and expe- 
rience, that What is ſuppoſed and aſſerted in the 
objection, is true; but the contrary. There can 
be no inſtances produced of perſons who have been 
engaged in a diligent attendance on the means of 
grace and ſalvation; and have been diſcouraged 


and left off from this conſideration, that there was 


no certain connection between what they did, and 
their ſalvation. Perſons who appear to be in any 


good degree in earneſt in this matter, are not 


wont to be diſcouraged in the leaſt by this doc- 
trine. They who profeſs to neglect the concerns 
of their ſouls becauſe there is no promiſe to the 
pains they ſhould take, would not be perſuaded 
ta be in earneſt, by all the promiſes” that can be 
Iwagined ; and this appears not to be the true 
reaſon of their ſitting ſtill, or going on in a way 
of allowed ſin. > 


0 P. 36. (#) F. 76, 81, 93; 
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And if it be inquired, Who are generally the 
moſt in earneſt in the uſe of means? It will doubt- 
leſs be found, that they are thoſe who believe, 
there are no promiſes made to the doings of the 
unregenerate: while they who imbrace the con- 
trary notion, are generally in a great degree care- 
leſs and negligent ; either wholly putting off the 
concerns'of their eternal intereſt for the preſent, 
or contenting themſelves with that which is very 
conſiſtent with great flothfulneſs in religion, the 
prevalence of a worldly ſpirit, and a greedy purſuit 
of the things of time and ſenſe, To be ſure, it 
does not appear-that a belief that the endeavours 
of the unregenerate are connected with ſalvation 
has any ſuch influence on perſons to excite and en- 
courage them earneſtly to attend on the means of 
grace and falvation, as that they who believe this 


to be true, evidently diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
others in their endeavours. And where this docs. 


trine is preached up moſt ſtrenuouſly and conſtant- 
ly, it does not appear to have any ſenſible effect, 


to rouſe and engage finners to zeal and earneſt- 


neſs it this matter. Such congregations don't ap- 
pear to be more engaged and painful in the things 
of religion than others, where the contrary doc- 
trine is preached. But if there is any viſible dif- 
ference in this reſpect, it is directly the reycrſe 


of this. And wherever there have been the moſt 


remarkable viſible inſtances of ſinners being awak - 
ened to a futtable concern about their fouls, and 
a great and conſtant engagedneſs in attending on 
means, it has been under the preaching, which is 
in the whole tenor of it inconſiſtent with the no- 
tion of there being promiſes made to the doings of 
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vnregenerate ſinners: and all their ' coacern and 
earneſt endeavours have taken place, and continue, 
under a firm belief of the contrary doctrine. 
Now, if it appears from fact and experience, 
that the doctrine which aſſerts that there are ng 
promiſes to the doings of the unregenerate, is not 
matter of diſcouragement to any in conftantly and 
earneſtly attending on means; and that the oj poſite 
doctrine does not influence, to ſtir men up and put 
them forward in taking pains in this matter ; but 
rather has a contrary influence : haye we not rea- 
fon to conclude, that the objection is groundleſ;, 
however well ſupported by good reaſon, the ob- 
jector may think it to be? „ 
It appears from fact, that ſinners under the goſ. 
pel more commonly neglect the proper means of 
race and ſalvation, live in ſecuriy and floth; and 
10 finally miſcary, from preſumption; than from de- 
ſpair; or for want of greater encouragement and hope, 
And when they do deſpair, ſo as in any degree to 
diſcourage them, and prevent their engaged, re: 
ſolute, painful endeavours, this is never grounded 
on their ſuppoſing that there are no promiſes to 
their doings; but upon ſome delyfion. What (e- 
cure ſinners under the goſpel who are neglecting 
the means of ſalvation; want, in order to their be- 
ing engaged in this matter, is to have their fear: 
excited, and not their hope. Their hope is ge- 
nerally high enough, and too high in all reaſon; 
and is therefore preſumption. They ſtand in need 
of having their fears excited, by a ſight of the 
dangerous and awful ſtate they arein. And when 
they have any degree of a juſt ſenſe of this, they 
will tilt have all the hope that is conſiſtent, with 
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a juſt fear and concern about themſelves ; ; even on 
ſuppoſition there are no promiſes made to their- 
endeavours. They therefore who make this ob- 
jection, ſeem not only to have overlooked matter 
of fact, but not to attend to human nature, in its 
natural operations in a ſtate of unregeneracy: and 
therefore attempt to argue, not only againſt all ex- 


perten ce: but in in direct oppoſition to reaſon and 
the nature of things. 


But I proceed to obſerve, 


2dly. Tux doctrine that the doings of the unre- 
generate are connected with ſalvation, as it is 
preached up by thoſe who hold it, is ſo far from 
containing in it more encouragement to them tha 
the oppoſite doctrine, that it tends greatly to di- 
courage ſinners, who are in any good meaſure ac- 
quainted with themſelves, and even to throw 
them into deſpair, 

Accordipg to this doctrine, a ſinner muſt diſ- 
tinguiſh himſelf from others by his doings, as the 
proper and only ground of his obtaining meroy, 
and in order to this, his exerciſes, and. egdeavonrs 
muſt be in ſome ſenſe obedience. to God, fo in 
ſome degree ' good arid acceptable, or at leaſt not 
wholly unpleaſing to God: ſo that by this he ſhall 
become a more fuitablevbject of 'mercy,and recom- 
mended himſelf to God's favor. And in order to 
this, the ſinner muſt really, heartily and ear- 
neſtiy deſire ſalvation, even the ſalvation which 
the goſpel offers: and muſt ſtrive for it with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs, without intermiſſion ; muſt 
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"begin in ſeaſon ;(y) and perſevere in it to the end 
of life. ( And he who does not do all this, i; 


ſo far from being in the way to ſalvation, that he f 
will certainly be loſt ; and therefore can have no f. 
reaſonable hope of mercy. |: 


Now, 


De. Mayhew itil; bis bearers that . neglect flriving for /al. 
| 6 vation till it Pall by too [ate ever to N The life 1 be 4 
tinued. P. 79. Do not, I leſtach yiu delay: for buman ie is precari. 
« oxt ; and alths yeur on ſboutd be prolonged. yet if you ge on pr 
% voke God by your fins, be may perbaps give yen ove” to a repro. 
* bate mind; ſo that you will oniy live to fl up ihe meaſure of your 
% fxs, To day then it you will hear bis voice /” According 7 
„ibis, 116 one finner, who has lived any time in the world, can be ſurt 
it is not tos late for him; yea all Tack bave reaſon to fear it is (4. 
And that eſpecially if they find their bearts t- be yet hara; which ers. 
«: ry wnregenerate ſinner dots, if bt bas any true acquaintaince wth t. 
z) Accorpine to Dr. Maybew. no firiviug is ſucceſ3ſul, or con11ctftd 
.” with ſalvation, byt that in which men perſevere in to the t , life, 7 
-» FP. 20.] He ſays,' ** The ſtriving bere 4njvined, mull be ſutpoſed ti 
. ** intend fliriving with perſeverance ; nt for 4 monib, 4 year, or ny 
* drfinite given time; but as long as it ſhall pleale God te continue 
us in the world.” | 8 
Upon this it may be eb/erved,-That if any are regenerated before they de. 
or in ibis life, God dies not grant them this favor, and give them 
* new heart, in fulfilment of any promiſe to their deings or [irivings, 1 T 
_ hecauſe there is any connefion between their flirivings and thi: (tf 
net heart. For if no flriving entit/ts to any promiſe, but tr ai H 
*  emntinues M the end of life, even to the laft breaih, thin if a n to best 
and un intereſt in Chrift is given beicre the end lie, it it g e! 
+ . 41 premiſea mercy ; and therefore not out of reſpeft_to-any eric. av! 
_ .. of tbe ſinner, or becauje they bave any connection with it. I cerefor. 
- they who are regenerated, and become true chriftians in thi: life, . 
mot obtain it by their firiving, as having any conpeftion with it; 6: 
they become Jo by the unpromiſed ſovereign mercy of God, If tber f. 
all robo are ſaved are rigentrated, or oblain a new heart, and betet 
real, tr Chriſtians in this life, then they are all brought into a fal. 
of ſalvation, have à ſure title to_life, and are imterefled in all it F 
| N the gi pel, not by virtue of their untegener ate flrivings, l 
+ Before they obtain any tiile is God's favar by theje ; becauſe lis belore 
2 they have perſevered therein ta the end of lie. Fr 
The doctor's promiſes ta the dvings of the unregenerate, and their certain 
++ conteftion with ſalvation, de at length then turn out to be promiſis 
| that are never fulfilled,. or rather ns gromi/es at all; and a connection 


erbicb is of no avail ; but i1 confiſtent with 4htir bring eternal. 7 
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Now, it is eaſy to ſhew, that ſuch a repreſen- 
tation of the caſe, tends to diſcourage the ſinner 
who has any degree of juſt views of himſelf, and 
toland him in deſpair. The ſinner who is brought 
to any true ſight of himſelf, and belief and ſenſe 
of eternal things, finds he has an exceeding hard 
heart, a ſtony heart; as this is never removed till 
men are regenerated, He finds that he is in no 
meaſure affected with the things, of God and re- 


For notwithRanding tbiſi promiſes and this connection, they maſt go out 
of the worid unregenerate, or in their fins; bitauſe thiy ar: not en- 
lititd to the promiſes, and the connefion does not take place, while 
they are in this life; as the condition ii not fulfll ed till the laſ breath. 
And if they go out of the worid unregenerate, they muſt be damned, un 
leſs they are rigentrated, ond become true chriflians in the other world, 
or after death: | | 
bert fore if any hope ts obtain a ntw brart, and become real chriflians in 
this life, they can occord ng ts the doftor's plon have no encouragemenms 
to flrive under the notion of doing that with which jugh a favor is con- 
netted; but muſt ſeek it as an unpromiſed, ſevereign mercy. And thiy 
only can be excouraged by the dottor's promiſes, who are willing to wait 
for a new beart til! after thry are dead; that in, till it is eternally too 
late to obtain it, a-cording to the divine conflitution. _ <A 
The doctor having obſerved that all perſens tho" unregentrate, who defire 
ſalvation and flrive in order thirits, ſhall be ſaved, unieſ1 they ceaſe 
thus to defire and flrive, adds ihe following wor di P. 56, 57) ** Not 


" % be (are, Without being born of God; but tbey ſhall be renewed; 


« in the ſpirit of their minds, and conſequently enter inte life.” 
they are born of Cad in this life, or while I. Fall pleaſe Gd to con 
tinue ihcra in this world,” they receive this favor before they have ful- 
filed the condition of it, and therefare not as what they tate a title to 
ty promiſe ; for they have not yet fu'filled the conditicn, which is per- 
feverence in friving to the end of liie. 1f they ſhall be bern of G. 
and renewed in the ſpirit of ihtir minds after they ars gone out of this 
twirld, ard [a out of the bedy, this is a new doctrine which bas bither- 
to been thougot contrary to [eripiure. In one, werd. . 
The doctor ſuppoſes that all who bave a new beart given ben, riceios it 
a! a faver, promiſed to their jecking and Hriving. Bur in ordir to 
their being entitied to this promiſe, they muſt jeek and firive ai long oz 


they arg in the world. Thairefere, accerdirg ts kim, none are regene - 


rated, and made new creatures is this world ; but thi: work i in all 
caſe; put off Fill after men are dead: So there never Was 4 regensrate 
Fe. ſin or teal cbriftian in this liſe: | 


nion 
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ligion, as it is reaſonable he ſhould be: and takes pains 
and ſtrives in no degree anſwerable to the import- 
ance of the matter. He will therefore naturally look 
upon himſelf, not to be an earneſt ſtriver for ſalva- 
tion; but rather a ſtupid, hardened creature, who 
though he finds himſelf more concerned about his 
ſoul than ſome others appear to be; and conſtantly 
attends on the means of grace, yet cannot view him- 
ſelf as having begun to ſtrive in earneſt; and will 
therefore naturally be afraid, it is too late for him, 
And in this caſe, calling upon him earneſtly and 
perſeveringly to ſtrive for ſalvation as the only con- 
dition on which he may hope to be ſaved, will 
tend to drive him to deſpair ; for the more con- 
cerned he is, the more deficiencies he ſees in his 
endeavours, and the les they appear to him; ſo 
that he will naturally conclude, he never ſhall be 
one of thoſe frivers, He alſo finds that he has no 
real true deſires of the ſalvation which is offered 
in the goſpel ; but is wholly without all good de- 
fires and inclinations, or any thing which ſhould 
be acceptable or pleaſing to God; and that there 
is no foundation in him for this, until his heart 1s 
changed. He will therefore deſpair of ever attain- 
ing to this in an unregenerate ſtate : and conſe- 
quently, if he is made to believe that none can ob- 
tain a new heart but thoſe who have theſe good 
deſires &c. he will of courſe deſpair of ever ob- 
taining it, In a word, he fees that he never has, 
and never ſhall do any good thing, by which he 
ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf from others, but naturzl- 
ly looks upon himſelf one of the greateſt ſinners; 3s 
his own fins are more in his view, and more attend- 
ed to by him than thoſe of others. He therefore 
Ws KF TE TO... !“! 
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deſpairs of thus diſtinguiſhing himfelf from others | 
of doing or obtaining any thing which ſhould re- 

commend him to God's favour, by becoming bet- 

ter or leis ſinful than e So the doctrine 
that teaches him, he muſt thus diſtinguiſh him- 

ſelf or periſh, will be ſo tar from comforting and 
encouraging him, that it tends only to diſcourage 
him: it will be like ſinging ſongs to a heavy heart; 
and if believed, ill certainly deprive him of all hope. 
The only doctrine that can give ſupport and hope to 
ſuch a ſinner, and encourage him to attend on means 
is, that God has mercy on whom he will have mercy ; 
and therefore waits not to have ſinners diſtinguiſh, 

and recommend themſelves to him as more ſuita- 


ble objects of his mercy than others, before he will 
grant them mercy: but in ſnewing mercy acts as 


being infinitely above all obligations to any, and as 
having no regard to worthineſs, or leſs unworthi- 
neſs, as what recommends one to his favor, rather 
then another. This being the caſe, the greateſt 
ſinner ; he who looks on himſelf the fartheſt from 
righteouſneſs of any, and himſelf to be the moſt 
guilty and unworthy, may hope in the uſe. of 
means : and this is his only ſupport. 

It a perſon is but in a ſmall degree concerned a- 
bout his own ſalvation, and is in no meaſure con- 
vinced how ſinful 1 depraved his heart is; and 
how entirely deſtitute of al «pee be may be flat- 
tered and encouraged, under the notion of doing 
ſomething by which he ſhall diſtinguiſh himſelf, 
ſo as to become a more ſuitable object of mercy 
than others, and which ſhall intitle him to God's 
favor. But to what is he enceuaged ?— Why, to 
Falnk 4 more highly of himſelf and his doings than 
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chere i is any reaſon for; and to go on in a dull lazy 
way; while he flatters himſelf he is ſufficiently in 
N and is doing ſomgtning er great and 
| 20 This is to flatter him to his own ruin; to 

eep him eaſy and ſecure in a great degree, or to 
quaſhany beginning of genuine conviction and con- 
cern, and promote that pride and ſelf confidence, 
which is inconſiſtent with the ſinners attending on 
means with any good i. of ſolicitude and ear- 
neſtneſs; and muſt be in order to his com- 

; I think, it will follow. 


ing to 1 good. - 
Ir theſe things a #66, 

h there are no promiſes 

made to the enddi urs and doings of the unrege- 


_3dly. Tnar t 
nerate ; yet ſinners haye all proper encouragement 
to a diligent ufe of means. Yea all that the nature 
of the caſe will admit A : 
If the doctrine, that there are promiſes to ths 
doings of the unregenerate, does not in fact, or ac- 
_ cording to the reaſon of things, tend to encourage 
and excite ſinners to a proper and diligent uſe of 
means; but really has directly the contrary ten- 
dency: then the oppoſite doctrine affords all pro- 
per and poſſible encouragement thereto, and is the 
only plan on which ſinners may be addreſſed, con- 
| fidering their ſtate and diſpoſition, ſo as to excite 
chem earneſtly to ufe means with all proper de- 
| grees of encouragement and hope: and ſo· as (hall 
_ tend to anſwer the proper end of means. 

But what is ſaid in the next ſection may ſerve 
further to clear up and confirni this, LEES 
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OF the end and deſign of means; and the true 
ground of encouragement for men to be in the di- 
| ligent uſe of them, in order to their ſalvation. © il 
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; IF may ain remain a doubt with ſome, heike er 


5 Hare] is really any ground of encourag 1 
| for men, eſpecially the unregenerate, to vi 4. 3 — | 
do obtain falyation : Or, If there be any 1 
' is. And as this is an important point, Ard | 
ful attention to it may ſerve to throw io £ ih 
| light upon this ſubject, and yet more, f = 
Vuate the objection laſt conſidered, the reader 1 i | 
cf vited to an attentive and candid perulal of whit 
may be laid! in anſwer to the following queſtions, j 
| GUEST. 'E WaarT are the means of grace and | 
alvation ; and what! it meant by uſing theie means? 7 
; 0 
| Quesr. II. Way are means to be uſed, ank | 
| what end does this anſwer? And what motive and 
| encouragement is there to this? I 
; 3 K 
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Qu, BST. I. WHAT obligations are men under 
to ule means ? 
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QuEsT. I. What are the means of grace and 
falvation ; and what is meant by uſing theſe means! 
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— —— ͤZb 


Aus. Tur means of grace and ſalvation may 
be conſidered as including every thing which is a- 
dapted and tends to communicate light and truth, 
reſpecting the things of a moral nature, to the 
mind of man; or to lead his mind to attend to 
truth, and to excite thoſe ideas which are neceſſu- 
- Ty. or proper, in order to right exerciſes. 

The grand medium of grace and ſalvation, and 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, the ſole medium, is TRUTH. 
It is in the view of this that the mind exerciſcs it- 
ſelf properly, and has true enjoyment. This i. the 
food and life of the mind: Was there no truth, 
there could be no virtue, or real happineſs. As fin 
and miſery conſiſt ſummarily in the darkneſs of the 
mind, and its alienation from, and oppoſition 10 
light and truth; fo all true holinefs, and proper 
mental enjoyment, conſiſts in thoſe exerciſes which 
are implied and involved in a proper view and ſenſe 
of truth ; the truth, I mean, which relates to 
God's moral government and kingdom. 

But then, all thoſe things, thoſe inſtitutions and 
exerciſes, which tend to inſtruct mankind in the 
knowledge of truth; to excite the attention; to 
convey truth to the mind, and hold it up in its 
view: all theſe, I fay, are in a more remote ſenſe 
the means of grace and ſalvation. Such are all 
thoſe things, thoſe circumſtances and events in the 
natural and moral world, which are adapted to in- 
* ſtrut mankind, Such, ia a ſpecial manner is di- 

vine revelation ; and all thoſe inſtitutions and ap- 
pointments therein, .to be attended on by Y 
| uc 
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Such are reading the bible, public and private in- 
ſtructions, religious converſationy ſerious medita- 
tion on divine things, &c. and particularly yRAy- 
ba, which is the moſt ſolemn way of meditating 
on divine truth, as it is done as in the preſence of 
of God, arid in a ſolemn addreſs to him, and has 


a ſpecial and peculiar tendency to awaken, inſtruò 
and affect the mind. 


Us1nG theſe means intends two things, viz. 

1. Taking methods with men to ſet truth be- 
fore them and inſtrud them, and awaken their at- 
tention. Thus God is ufing means with men in 


his providence, which is every way calculated to 


give inſtruction to a finful world. But more e- 
ſpecially by giving the revelation which is contain- 
ed in the bible; and ordering it to be publiſhed 
and preached to the world. And according to di- 
vine inſtitution, men are uſing means with others 
for their ſalvation, by public and private inſtruc- 


tions, &c. 


2. Perſons themſelves attending on theſe means, 


This is ſuppoſed in the uſe of means, juſt men- 


tioned : for if there were none to attend on means, 


there would be no ſuch thing as uſing means 


with any, for their inſtruction. For the end of 
inſtruction cannot be anſwered, where there is no 
attention to the inſtruction given: ſo no pains tak- 
en to get inſtruction. He who cannot have the 
attention of thoſe, with whom he attemps to uſe 
means, fails of anſwering the proper-end of means 
entirely : and what he does is as much in vain, as 
to any benefit to the perſons with whom he is con- 


cerned, as if they were ſtocks or ſtones, So that 


God's 
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God's uſing means with men for their inſtruction 
and ſalvation, and directing men to uſe means 
with others, ſuppoſes the propriety and impor- 
tance of attending on theſe means. There would 
have been no wiſdom or propriety in making a re- 
velation, it there were none to attend to it, and 
uſe all proper. means to underſtand it, and get the 
inſtruction there given. To what purpoſe would it 
be to preach a ſermon, or-write a book in order to 
juntruct men, it none were to hear or read? And 
what reaſon and propriety would there be in it! 
The propriety and reaſonableneſs of taking af 
pains or method to inſtruct men, or uſing any 
means with them to this end, ſuppoſes it proper 
and reaſonable, that they ſhould give all that at- 
tention, and take all thoſe pains, which are neceſ- 
Jary in order to be under the beſt advantge to get the 
inſtruction given. Now this is the ſum of what 
js meant by being in the uſe of means. (a) To uſe 
or attend the means of grace, is to make uſe of all 
the means of inſtruction in the things that relate to 
God's moral kingdom; to go into that conduct 
and practice, and do all thoſe things, which tend 
to lead us into the knowledge of the truths, of di- 
vine revelation, and to keep up the attention of 


le) THEY who inſift upon it that there it no reaſon why man ſbould h. 
in the uſe of any mears for thiir inflrufion and ſalvation, and yet art 
»/fing means with others fer their inflrufion, by c verſation, preaching 
or writing, ſeem to be guiity of an incenfilence. For if it is unrea/0- 
nabe to. uje any mians for inflrution, ſis unreaſonable to attend i 
_ what they write or ſpeak in order to this; conſequently it is unria/t- 
wable for them to write or ſpeak. If the infiruftion thay give is worthy 
is be attended ta; then the bible is worthy to be attendid ts, and it it 
reaſonable and proper to take all poſſible pains to underfland it. 4nd 
thi: implies the conſtant and diligent uſe of all means of grace and al. 
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the mind to them: ac carefully to ayoid what- 
ſoever has a contrary tendency. . 


8 0 


dussr. II. Wu are means s to be uſed, and 
what end does this anſwer? Or of what advantage 
is it to uſe means? What motive and incourage⸗ 
ment is there to this? 


It has has been obſerved that the end of uſing or 


nendivg on the means of grace is inſtruction: ei- 


ther to lead thE mind to the knowledge of that 
truth which it was before ignorant of, or to renew 
the attention to truth already known, and fix the 
mind upon it. The 4 now is, What end 
this inſtruction anſwers ; Of what advantage is it 


to have the truth ſet before the mind; and to have 


the attention of the mind fixed upon it ? 
£ 

Axs. Tax benefit, advantage and importance of 
this to men, is juſt as great as that of an external, 


divine revalation. For divine revelation is of ſer⸗ | 


vice to men no further than' it is attended to and 
underſtood. The world is as well without it, as 
with it, if no inſtruction is given; but this in- 
fraction comes cnly by -attending to the. things 
revealed, in the nſec of means. If therefore the 
revelation which God has made in the bible; is a- 
dapted to be of any benefit to mankind, with re= 
ſpect to tlieir eternal ſalvation; it is of equal be- 
nefit to mankind to attend to this revelation, ! in the 
diligent uſe of all proper means; that hereby they 
may get and retain the inſtruction given therein : 
for without this it will certainly be in vain to 


them. A revelation not underſtood, is of no 


more advantage than no revclation at all, There- 
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fore means are to be uſed in order to obtain the 
knowledge of the truths contained in the bible, 
and to fix and impreſs them on the mind. 

In order to the ſalvation of men, it is abſolute. 
ly neceſſary that they ſhould have the ideas and 
knowledge of thoſe things which relate to this ial- 
vation, and in which it conſiſts, He who has no 
idea in his mind of any thing, is not capable of a- 
ny exerciſe of heart, or of any mental enjoyment, 
No man is capable of any exercife about that of 
which he has no idea or knowledge. It is im- 
poſſible that a man ſhould repent, and believe the 
goſpel, ſo long as he has no knowledge of thoſe 
truths, in the view of which, repentance and faith 
are exerciſed, ' Therefore if repentance and faith 
in Chcilt are neceſſary in order to ſalvation, a know- 
ledge of thoſe things contained in divine revelation, 


without which there can be no ſuch exerciſe, is e- 


qually neceſſary. But this knowledge can be ob- 
tained only in the uſe of means. 

There are but two poſſible ways in which the 
knowledge of the truths, which are neceſſary to be 
known in order to ſalvation, can be obtained, viz. 
by immediate revelation, or inſpiration; or by an 
external mediate one, or by means. The latter 
is the way which God has taken to ſet theſe truths 
before the mind. Therefore the knowledge of 
them is not to be- obtained in any way but in the 
nnd 8 
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(5) If the thief en the traſs. and Sau! the perſeculor fheuld be org = 
any to be converted and ſaved witheut attending en means; the: art ce 
fired to corftder, that the farmer was ſurr aunded with mrans e inf ric 
tion; and it is apparent that be was all attention, And what ca: i 
Aut to attend on meaus? And the ſame is trat of the latter. Hi in- 
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In proportion therefore as men feel the impor- 
tance and worth of ſalvation, will they be engaged 
in the diligent attendance on the means of grace, 
as neceſſary in order thereto, and ſo the only way 
in which they may hope to obtain it. 

It is to be obſerved that I am now ſpeaking of I 
that knowledge which the mind is capable of, in- | 
dependent of any degree of right taſte or diſpoſiti- } 
on of the heart, or which the mind may have with- | 
out diſcerning and reliſhing the- beauty of divine N 
things: And is what is commonly meant by /pe- | 
culative or doctrinal knowledge: This knowledge i 
is to be obtained only in the uſe of means, and is 
neceſſary in order to repentance, or any right ex- 
erciſe of heart: tho' no degree of it does imply, or | 
is certainly connected with, any truely virtuous @ | 
holy exerciſe, | | 
The unregenerate are certainly capable of great ll 
degrees of this knowledge, which may much im- \ 
preſs and affect their minds. (c They may have | 
a clear view and affecting ſenſe (which is indeed, | 
rictly ſpeaking, ſomething more than mere ſpe- 
culation) of the truths of Chriſtianity, and parti- 


mediate inflrufter was Telus Chrift ; and ne inner wor ever mare atten - ö 
tive than he Aud tber of them could have been converted and ſaved, — 
had thiy nit ati nν,i It may here be abſer ved, that ar perſons circum- 
france: may be valtly diffirent, and the attention of ene may be to a nueb 
greater degree than of anither, Cc. ſo one m1y gain that infl; udtion | 
in a fhort tin e, uu hich ei bers di net ob. ala in a much longer, who jet are {| 
in the uſe of mens. Gd may erder things jo, tha! a per jou may get 4 
that inflrutticn in a few hours, or minutes, which it tukes another I 
years ts obtain. Tet the infrudien woich the former eblains, is no 
more with ut attention and the ule of m aan, than that of the latier 
and therefrae ir n argument againſs the arc of t uſe of means, in I 
eter to get infirudti:n, | 1% 
(e, Sec Jan. >i, 19. 
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cularly of their own ſtate. as ſinners, They are ca- 

pable of every thing of this kind, but what de- 
pends upon, conſiſts in, or reſults from a fight 
and diſcerning of the true beauty or moral excel. 
lency of divine things. This is indeed a kind of 
knowledge which is peculiar to the regenerate ; 
the foundation of which is laid in their having a 
new heart, The former is neceſſary in order to 
the latter, as it is ſuppoſed and implied in it: 
For there can be no diſcerning of the beauty of 
thoſe objects, of which the mind has no ſpecula- 
tive idea, 


Py 


Ir it ſhould be aſked, What good all this inſtruc- 
tion and knowledge will do the unregenerate, who 
ge under the dominion of a hard and impenitent 
Wire, and wall continue ſo untill a new heart is gi- 

ven in regeneration ? If this knowledge will be of 
No ſervice to them, and really do them no good, 
and they are yet as far from ſalvation as ever; 
then there is no encouragement for them to attend 
on the means of grace, in order to obtain it, 
and keep up a view and ſenſe of the truths of chri- 

ſtianity in their minds, 

I anſwer, it is certain the unregenerate do not 
exerciſe any true virtue in their attendance on the 
means of grace, however engaged and diligent they 
are, and whatever pains they, take in this matter, 
And there is no connection between the inſtruction 
or knowledge they obtain hereby,and holineſs. Yea, 
the impenitent finner, who continues obſtinately to 
reject and oppoſe the ſalvation offered inthe goſpel, 
does in ſome reſpects, yea, on the whole, become, 

not leſs, but more vicious and guilty in God's 1. 
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the more inſtruftion and knowledge he gets in at- 
tendance on the means of grace, The more clears 
ly he ſees his own wretched caſe as a finner, and 
the dreadful conſequence of dying ia his fins ; and 
the clearer conviction he has of his need of a Savi- 
our, and of the truths of the goſpel in general ; 
the: greater 15 the crime of his impenitence, and con- 
tinuing to reject the ſalvation offered in the goſpel. 
The awakened, convinced ſinner, who has taken 
a great deal-of pains in the uſe of means, and has 
hereby got a great degree of inſtruction and knows 
ledge, and yet continues impenitent, is in this re- 
ſpect much more guilty and vile, and a greater ori- 
minal in God's fight, than if he had never attain- 
ed to this conviction and knowledge: For now he 
is guilty of the abuſe of, and oppoſition to, all 
this light and knowledge, which he could not be, 
while he had it not, Yea, his impenitence, and 
and all his fins are ſo aggravated by the light and 
conviction he obtains, that whatever particular 
ways of known ſin he has forſaken, and how ma- 
ny ſoever external duties he attends upon; yet, on 
the whole, he is undoubtedly a greater ſinner, 
than he was when he lived in ſecurity and the ne- 
glect of the means of grace. So that the impeni- 
tent, unregenerate ſinner does not grow better, but 
rather grows worſe, by all the inſtruction and 
knowledge he gets in the uſe of means, And a- 
wakened, convinced ſinners, with whom moſt 
means are uſed, and who are moſt attentive to the 
concerns of their ſouls, and molt in earneſt in the 


uſe of means, are commonly, if not always, really 


more guilty and odious in God's fight than they 
who are ſecure and at eaſe in their ſins. 
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Their greater ſinfulneſs does not indeed conſiſt 


in their concern about themſelves, in a ſenſe of the | 


fad, dangerous ſtate they are in, and in their ear- 
neſtly defiring deliverance and ſafety ; or in the 
pains they take in order heteto : but in their con- 
tinuing to hate God and his law, and to oppoſe 
and rejeò the Saviour, even under all their concern, 
exerciſes and endeavours, and with all the light 
and conviction they have, | 

Our Saviour repreſents the light which men 
have, as that which does in a peculiar manner, 
and above every thing elſe, aggravate the ſin and 
condemnation of thoſe who revel againit it. He 
ſays, This is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men have loved darkneſs ra- 
ther than light.“ (4) And he ſays of theſe to 
whom he preached ; who continued to hate and 


reje both him and the father, If I had not 


come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
fin.” ſe) i. e. their fin would have been little or 
nothing, compared with what it is now, And he 
ſpeaks of the inhabitants of thoſe cities where moſt 
of his mighty works were done, to whom he moſt 
frequently preached, and who attended molt on 
his miniſtry, and yet continued impenitent, as 


much 'more guilty, and liable to a more awful - 
condemaation, than it they had never enjoyed theſe. 


advantages, nor had this light and inſtruction.) 
None will deny, I truſt, that a living ander the 
goſpel, and enjoying the means of grace, is the oc- 
caſion of aggravating the fin and condemnation of 
thoſe who perſevere in their oppoſition to Jeſus 


% Juin iti. 19. (e) Jobs xv, 22, 24 (/ Marth. xi. 0 i 
1 It. 


2 
* 


— — 


. 


a Y : 
Of the Means of Grace. 127 


Chriſt. The goſpel proves to them a ** favor of 
death unto death.” Conſequently the more light 
and conviction men have, the more their attention 
is awakened to the things of the goſpel, and the 
more means they attend upon, and are uſed with 
them, while they continue obſtinately to oppole 
light and truth, and reject the offers of the goſ- 


pel; the more guilty and vile, and the greater cri- 


minals are they in God's ſight. . 

It theſe things are ſo, then the ſinners who con- 
tinue impeaitent under the greateſt convictions of 
contcience, and the moſt concern about their 
fouls and ſalvation, and are conſequently taking 


the moſt pains, and uſing unwearicd endeavours,. 


are uſually the greateſt finners ; really more vict- 
ous, more guilty and vile than they were, when 
in a ſtate of ſecurity, and lived in a great meaſure 
in the neglect of the means of grace. And if they 
live and die impenitent, their condemnation will be 
more intolerable, than it they had never had that 
conviction and knowledge which by their atten- 
tion to the guſpel they have obtained. So that 
the good the (inner gets, by a conſtant attendance 
on the means of grace, While he continues im- 


penitent, is not a becoming in any degree virtuous 


or holy hereby; or on the Whole, leſs vicious and 
criminal in God's ſight, 

However, there is yet a reaſon why 1 * 
thould diligently attend all means of inſtruction 


and knowledge, and ſufficient encouragement here- 
to, For, 


o 


5 Wir this r and knowledge, 
Which is to be obtained by thoſe only who are 
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uſing the proper means of! it, the firmer cannot be 
ſaved, as has been ſhewn. This knowledge 
being. abſolutely neceſſary in order to falvation, he 
who is without -it, has a fatal barr in the way of 
his ſalvation: And ſo far as this is obtained; this 
barr or impediment is removed out of the way: 

and ſo he is in a more likely way to be ſaved than 
thoſe who are in ſecurity and ignorance. For 
ſurely he who has obtained one thing which is ne- 
eeſſary. in order to ſalvation, is in a more likely 
way to be ſaved than he who has not obtained it, 

nor is in the way of it, all other circumſtances be- 
ing equal, however uncertain it may be that ei- 
ther ſhall be ſaved. In order to ſalvation ſeveral 
things are neceſſary, He cannot be ſaved who 
does not believe; and he cannot believe who has 


not heard, and attended to the report of the goſpel; 


fo has no right {peculative notions about the ob- 


jects of faith; and he cannot hear and underſtand, 


who has not the advantage of divine revelation. (g | 
Now he who enjoys divine revelation, and attends 
to it with the utmoſt concern and diligence ; ſo is 
in the way to get ag ſpeculative notions of th: 

objects of faith, and obtain all that is implied in 
hearing, is more likely to be ſaved, than he who 
either does not live under the goſpel, or if he does, 

never attends to it, and uſes no pr oper means to 
underſtand it. I lay, the former is more likely 
to be ſaved, than the latter, becauſe he has more 
of thoſe chings which are neceflary i in order to this, 
than the latter. If hearing, which is the ſame 
with a diligent attendance on the means of grace, 


gs) See Rem x, 14, 17. 
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is neceſſary in order to faith and ſalvation ; then 
they who are concerned about the ſalvation of their l 
ſouls, will be proportionably concerned and en- 
gaged to bear, and get inſtruction, as the only way 
in which they may hope to be ſaved, 

It may be alſo farther obſerved, 


2dly, As that inſtruction and knowledge which 
is to be had only by hearing, in a diligent and ear- 
neſt attendance on the means of grace, is neceſſary N 
in order to the exerciſe of repentance and faith, þ 
and ſo in order to ſalvation ; ſo the way in which 4 
this knowledge is to be obtained, is the only way | 
in which finners may hope for a new heart, or to 
obtain regenerating grace. | 
As he who has no doctrinal acquaintance with | 
the truths contained in God's word, is not in a ca- 
pacity to exerciſe any chriſtian grace or virtue, 
whatever foundation there might be for this in the 
renovation of his mind by regeneration, no one 
has reaſon to expect that his heart will be thus 
renewed by the ſpirit of God, while he is in this 
. Caſe, God can doubtleſs as eaſily change the heart 
of the moſt. ignorant, deluded, Mahometan, or 
heathen, yea the moſt blind, ſtupid Hottentot in 
the world, as that of the moſt awakened, enlight- | 
ened finner under the goſpel. But if he ſhould do 
fo by the regenerating influences of his Spirit, there 
could be no right and proper exerciſes of chriſtian 
virtue and holineſs ; becauſe ſuch an one is without 
any right ſpeculative knowledge. of thoſe truths, p 
in the view of which alone chriſtian holineſs is ex- f 
erciſed. And giving a new heart, or a right taſte y 
and temper of mind, would not remove this dark- 4 
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neſs. This only prepares the mind to diſcern and 
reliſh the beauty and ſweetneſs of divine things, 
when ſet before it in the uſe of means; but does 
not give any new ſpeculative ideas or knowledge, 
Therefore we have no reaſon to think God ever 
does ſo. 13 f GA | 
And as the caſe is in a great degree the ſame with 
thoſe under the goſpel, who have never attended 
to it in earneſt, they have no reaſon to expect to 
become new creatures by God's regenerating in- 
Huences, ſo long as they are in this ſituation. But in 
order to this, they muſt firſt be made to attend to 
the goſpel with that concern and earneſtneſs which 
is neceſſary in order to their learning the character 
of the juſt God and Saviour, and underſtand their 
own ſtate and circumſtances as ſinners, in a man- 
ner in which no careleſs neglecters of the means of 
grace ever do: for untill they come to this, grace 
or the new creature could have no opportunity to 
exert itſelf properly, or according to its nature; 
but muſt lie dormant and inactive, fo anſwer no 
good end: therefore not to be expected before, or 
in any other way. For God does not give life be- 
fore there is any proviſion for the ſupport of it, or 
any materials by which it may ſubſiſt, and exert 
itſelf according to 'its own proper nature. Truth 
may be ſaid to be the food on which the new crea- 
ture lives, and is abſolutely neceſſary to the leaſt 
motion of life, or exerciſe of holineſs in the heart. 
Therefore the mind that has n6 ſpeculative view 
and conviction of thoſe truths, in the ſight and 
ſenſe of which eſpecially chriſtian holineſs is exer- 
ciſled; but embraces the contrary errors, or is in 
total ignorance of them, is not furniſhed or oh 
WY | i. e 
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vided for the exerciſe and ſupport of the divine 
life ; And none haye any reaſon to expect it will 
be implanted, or a new heart given, while the 
man is in ſuch a ſtate. 

When God created man, he did not firſt form 
him while the earth was in its chaotic ſtate, when 
it was without form, and void and darkneſs was 

upon the face of the deep; he did not create him 
with all his bodily ſenſes and . appetites, before 
there were any objects towards which they might 
exerciſe themſelves in a manner proper to man's 
nature, and fo as to ſupport and promote ani- 
mal life, and afford proper enjoyment and hap- 
pineſs. He did not form an eye before there 


was any light, or objects to be beheld : He did not 


produce animal lite, dependant on food for its con- 
ſtant ſupport and exerciſe, and an appetite for that 


food, before any materials were mado, to become 


proper food, ſuited to the appetite, and to ſup- 

ort and nouriſh life. He did not form man be- 
Bea he had provided any place for his ſubſiſting and 
exerciſing himſelf in a manner proper and ſuited to 
his nature. No: He fir/t ceated an external world, 
a proper dwelling, place for man, furniſhed with 
materials ſuited to the ſenſes ; appetites and life of 
ſuch a creature; that there might be a foundation 
and opportunity for proper exerciſes and enjoy- 
ments, as ſoon as he ſhould be created. And we he- 
ſitate not to ſay, that this was agreeable to wiſdom; 
and that the contrary would not be ſo. 

So in the new ercation, God will not form the 
new creature where chere is no proper proviſion, 
where there are no materials for the life and ſu 
port of the new man, ſo no opportunity to s 5 
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and to act in a manner proper and ſuitable to his na- 
ture. But proper materials for this new life muſt 
firſt be provided. The mind muſt be properly 
ſtored with ſpeculative ideas of divine things, and 
the judgment convinced of the truth ; in order to 
which the man muſt be all attention to theſe 
things in a ſenſe of their high importance to him, 
as his whole, his eternal intereſt turns upon them. 
When things are thus prepared a new heart may 
be given with propriety and wiſdom, as the new 
creature will now have opportunity to act in a way 
anſwerable to its nature, and fo to the glory of God. 
Chriſt would not raiſe Lazarus to life ſo long as 
the ſtone lay on the cave. It was proper the ſtone 
which would hinder his coming forth, were he a- 
Hve, ſhould be firſt taken a way. In this caſe to 
neglect to take away the ſtone would have been an 
effectual bar in the way of his refurrection; and 
the moſt likely method that could be taken to 
Have him raiſed from the dead was to take it a- 
way. Ignorance of, and inattention to the truths 
of divine revealation, may be compared to this 
None. The only likely way fer the ſinner to be- 
come the ſubject of a ſpiritual reſurrection, is to 
have this taken away, by becoming all attention 
to the things contained in God's word. And the 
more inſtruction the ſinner has, the more fully 
and clearly he is convinced of thoſe truths which 
do moſt nearly concern him; and the more con- 
ſtantly and earneſtly he attends to divine truth by 
bearing, reading, meditation, prayer, &c. and the 
more his mind is impreſſed and affected with it, 
as the minds of the unregenerate may be; the 
more hope there is in his caſe ; the more likel). it 
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is that he ſhall become a new creature, and be- 
lieve to the ſaving of his foul. 2 
This view of the matter ſerves to ſhew what is 
the advantage of knowledge to the unregenerate 
ſinner, even the knowledge which no openly vi- 
cious, or careleſs ſinner ever obtains; and the rea- 
ſſonableneſs and importance of uſing means with 
| ſuch by conſtant public and private inſtruction, . 
K. and of their earneſtly attending on all proper 
means of inſtruction; and conſequently the motive 
and encouragement there is to this. Moreover, 


3dly, Facr and experince ſerve to ſtrengthen 
the foregoing obſervations and reaſoning, and ſhew 
the advantage there is in attending on the means of 
grace, and hold forth the proper encouragement 
thereto, For it appears from experience that this 
3s the moſt, the only likely way to obtain regene- 
rating grace and ſalvation, None, I ſuppoſe, will 
diſpute whether more have been converted and 
ſa ved of thoſe who have attended on the means of 
grace, than of thoſe who have not, in proportion 
to their numbers. All will grant that many were 
ö ſaved who attended on the preaching of John the 
5 Baptiſt, Chriſt, and his apoſtles; many more, ac- 
cording to the number of thoſe who attended, than. 
5 
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of thotg who did not enjoy or attend theſe means. 

Our Saviour indeed fays that publican's and bar- 

lots went into the kingdom of God before, or ra- 
7 ther than the chief prieſts and elders of the Jews. 
But tlas is ſo far from being an objection againſt 
what has been juſt obſerved, that it ſerves to con- 
firm it. For publicans and harlots attended much 
mote on Chriſt's preaching, and much better un- 
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ginable, or even poſſible, encouragement would be ſo. 


derſtood the things relating to the kingdom of 
God than they. The former attended ſo conſtant- 
ly, and were fo much in his company, that it was 
made an objection againſt him, and he was oblig- 


ed often to vindicate his conduct with reſpect to 


them. 


It therefore appears from fact and experience 
that they are in the moſt likely way to be ſavcd, 
who attend on the means of grace. And when 
the matter is attended to, the reaſon of this may 
eaſily be ſeen, as has been ſhewn above. We 
therefore now ſee what advantage there is in at- 
tendance on means, and what is the proper motive 
and encouragement thereto. When any one at- 
tends to his eternal intereſt, and feels the infinite 
importance of it to him, and at the ſame time ſces 
the undone, wretched ſtate he is in as a ſinner, he 
will with all his might purſue that method which 
appears molt likely to obtain deliverance from the 
Evil he fears, and promote this intereſt. Let the 
only way be pointed out to him in which he may 
have hope, and he will want no farther motive and 
encouragement to attend to it with reſolution and 
earneſtneſs. This will prove, in all ſuch caſes, a 
ſufficient motive and encouragement, and will ne- 
ver fail effectually to influence the perſon who is 
ſenſible his @/} lies at ſtake, and enters into the in- 


finite importance of the matter to him. It there- 


fore any fit ſtill inthe neglect of the means of grace, 
it is not owing to any deficiency in the encourage- 
ment. to attend upon them; but to ſtupidity wich 
regard to their own caſe, and their eternal intereſt. 
And if this encouragement is not effectual, no ima- 
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Ir any ſhould ſav, that promiſes to the ſinner's 
endeavours and perſevering attendance on means, 
would raiſe the encouragement much higher: for 
then there would be no diſcouragement, but an 
abſolute certainty of ſucceeding in this way ; the 
following particulars may perhaps ſerve to diſcover 
their miitake, | 

I. If there were ſich promiſes made, the ſin- 
ner would be ſo far from being ablolutely certain 
of ſalvation in a way of attendance on means, that 
the probability, in his view, and his encourage- 
ment would not be af all increaſed hereby. And 
that for two reaſons, | | : 

1. The ſinner could never come to any certain- 
ty that he had fulfiled the condition to which the 
promiſe is made, or that he is in a likely way t6 
fulfil it. 1. Becauſe he could never be certain that 

he had come up to that preciſe degree of earneſt 
ſtriving and diligent attendance on means, to which 
the promiſe is made. (%) If there are any promiſes 
made to the doings of the unregenerate, they are 
made not to any certain kind of exerciſes and en- 
deavours, ſo that the loweſt degree of this kind of 
ſeeking intitles to the promiſe, but to a certain degree 
of this kind, which is not, neither can be preciſely 
pointed out, and diſtinguiſhed from ſome lower 
degree, to which the promiſe is not made, fo that 
the ſinner can ever be certain that he has attained 


- 


(b) Neid be may be certain, as ling ar be lives, that he bas not yet 
Ju ft ied the c ndition ; becanſe be bas nit atta ned to peiieverence, 
fo leng as be bas one brea'h mie ie draw, bowever great the degree 
of bis endeavours now are. be finner th:irefore can bæve n1 encou- 
” grment from ſuch a promiſe of being de ivertd from the m:ſerable flats 
of unrigereracy, and becoming a irue chriflian, in this liſe as ba beey 
before objerved. And this i: the jams with nd enconragement at all. 
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| to that degree. And however near he comes to 
It, if he, after all, finally falls ſhort in the leaſt de- 


— 


um.. 


gre, he is as far from ſalvation, in this way, as 


if he had done nothing. This therefore would 
tend to perplex, rather than incourage the ſinner, 
Yea, the finner who has the cleareſt view of the 
viciouſneſs of his own heart, and the greateſt ſenſe 
of the reallity and impoftance of eternal things, 
will be fartheſt from imagining that he has attain- 
ed to that degree of earneſtneſs of endeavour to 
which the promiſe is made: and will be moſt 
ready to conclude againſt himſelf, as being a ſtu- 
id, indolent, ſottiſh wretch, and deſpair of ever 
obtaining ſalvation in this way, But, 
- 2dly. It the ſinner could be certain that he has 
attained to that degree of earneſtneſs of endea- 
vour which will intitle him to the promiſe, if 
he perſeveres in it: yet he can have no certainty of 


perſevering, ſo no certainty of ſalvation, As his 


perſeverance depends wholly on himſelf, his own 
will and reſolution, and ſo he has nothing to rely 
upon but himſelf for it, tis the moſt uncertain 
thing in the world that he ſhall perſevere. He 
can have confidence in nothing, in this caſe, but 
his own deceitful heart which is indeed only the 
confidence and preſumption of a foo/: for © he 


that truſteth in his own heart is a fool.” (5) If he 


is ſufficiently in earneſt and painful in his endea- 
vours for ſome time; yet if after all that, he is 
in any degree remiſs and negligent one day, or but 
one hour, all is loſt, and he has got all to begin 
again ; for he has failed of perſeverance, And 


(i) Prov. xzviil, 263 
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Of the Means of Grace; 137 
how does he know that it is not now eternally too 
late! So that his ſalvation, on this footing, is the 
moſt uncertain, precarious thing in the world: or 
rather may moſt reaſonably be deſpaired of, He 
who knows his own heart, ſo far as he who is un- 
der proper, genuine convictions does, can take 
no encouragement this quarter: This is ſuit- 
ed only to flatter and Wiſter up the unreaſonably 


ſelf confident and fool-hardy. - Therefore, 


2, Such promiſes, were there any, would only 
tend to encourage men in a ſelf confidence, which 
is as oppoſite to the whole tenor of divine revela- 
tion, and the peculiar genius and glory of the goſ- 
pel, as darkneſs is to light; ſo that the more the 
finner has of it, the farther he is from Chriſt, and 
the more blind to the way of ſalvation by him, 
The preaching up ſuch promiſes therefore, will 
tend to fix perſons in their ſelf confidence and de- 


luſion, who have no good degree of genuine con- 


viction of their ſinful, miſerable ſtate, and to faſt- 
en them down in eaſe and ſecurity ; ſo to pervert 
the benefit of the means of grace and fruſtrate 
the great end and deſign of them, which is to give 
light and inſtruction to the ſinner. But to thoſe 


who are in any meaſure convinced of their true 


ſtate; ſo know how little dependence there is on 
themſelves, how vile and ſottiſh their hearts are, 
this doctrine will give no encouragement : but will 
have directly the contrary influence on them, if 
they can be made to halieve it, as has been before 
ſhewn. | | | EE 


© QuesrT. III. Wnar obligations are men under 


to ule means ? e 
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Ans, Tux v ſeem to be under the fame obligaz 
tions to this, as they are to repent and believe the 
goſpel. If God commands all men every where to 
repent, then he requires of them all that is impli- 
ed in, or is neceſſary in order to, repentance, 
He therefore requires of them to underſtand thoſe 
truths which are neceſſary to be known in order to 
repentance: conſequently requires all that attenti- 
on to the things contained in divine revelation, 
which is neceſſary in order to underſtand thoſe 
truths, a right ſpeculative knowledge of which is 
implied in repentance. | But this implies a diligent 
uſe of the means of grace, as has been ſhewn, 
A negle& of any of thoſe things, which are im- 
plied. in, or neceſſary in order to repentance, is a 
neglect of, and oppoſition to, the command to 
repent ; ſo a counteracting and violating our obliga- 
tions to repent. But he is guilty of this, who ne- 
glects the means of grace, It has been ſhewn that 
there is a certain degree of ſpeculative knowledye 
neceſſary in order to exerciſe repentance, which they 
never have who live in the neglect of all means of 
grace. Therefore che command to repent, is a 
command to attend all thoſe means neceſſary in or- 
der to attain that knowledge. If men are under a- 
ny obligation to atthnd to the command to repent 
and be converted, or to obey this command, they 
are under obligation to all that, which is implied 


in this, or neceſſary on their parts in order to it: 


therefore are under obligation to hear and attend to 
the truths contained in God's word, with the ut- 
moſt concern and diligence, v4 

he goſpel therefore, which 1s 


the fame with a teſtifying to all men repentance 
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toward God, and faith. toward our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; is a call unto all to hearken and attend, as 
this is implied 1n repentance and faith. But to 
hearken and attend, implies the whole that is in+ 
tended by the uſe of means. Therefore if any 
preacher of the goſpel doubts whether he has any 
warrant to call upon and exhort finners to attend 
the means of grace; he appears not well to under. 
ſtand what he is about : for he is really doing this, 
while he is calling upon and exhorting them to re- 
e and believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Fot 

ow ſhall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ?(&) | ; 
And it may be here obſerved, that this is the 
ſcriptural way of calling upon men to attend means, 
viz. to call on them to repent and believe the goſ- 
pel. And they who ſo far attend to this call as to 
feel the infinite importance to themſelves that they 
ſhould comply with it, will of courſe, and of theit 
own accord go into a diligent uſe of mieans. Many 
public teachers therefore ſeem to make a great miſe 
take here. Inſtead of calling upon all to repent 
and belieye the goſpel, as the only condition of 
God's favor and eternal life, the moſt they do, 
with relation to unregenerate ſinners, is to exhort 


and urge them to theſe doings which are ſhort of 


{t) Tuzy are indeed already atten/ing on means, while be is preaching 
. the goſpel to thrm, Thir is ſuppojed ; for if they give no attention 10 
what be Jays, wby does he ſpeak? Every word he ſays, is, in effi, 4 
call te attend And bit manifeſting bis inteaton to preach in any fututt 
time, is a call aps them to attend. For if their attending is not n- 
ſiuable and important, there it no reaſon in his preaching ; Jo bi: ins 
' Fention to do it is fooliſh and abſurd: conſequently his doing it now is 
- fo. In thir view then be who undertakes to preath the goſpel; and 
yet bolas that ſinners are not to be callad upos to attenamrans, is guiliy 
a glar ing «b/urdity. OE ERR. | . 
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repentance. They teach them to uſe means in 
ſiuũch a manner, as rather tends to defeat the pro- | 
per end of means, and fo as that they become a1 
means of blinding their eyes, rather then of in- 
ſtruction; it tends to lead them to reſt in means, 
and make a Saviour of them; to quiet and heal 
them ſhort of repentance, and a ſaving application 
to Jeſus Chriſt, | 


. . OzJ. Whatever obligations ſinners are under 
to attend the means of grace: yet if they attend, 
they ſtill fin in all they do, while they continne 
impenitent, yea they are conſtantly growing worſe 
and more guilty, the more pains they take, and 
as light and conviction increaſe. What obligati- 
ons do they then fulfil ? And is not this ſufficient 
matter of diſcouragement ? SY 
Ans. I. They do not properly fulfil their obli- 
gations, if they ſtop ſhort of true repentance, or 
real holineſs ; for nothing ſhort of this is true obe- 
dience to God's law. Nevertheleſs, a neglect of 
the means is an inſtance of the violation of the 
obligation they are under, which they are not guil- 
ty of who do attend with concern and engaged- 
neſs, however guilty and vile they may be in other 
reſpects; which ont and vileneſs may be greatly 
aggravated by their attendance on means. If a man 
forbear to kill his neighbour, certainly he does not 
violate the obligations he is under not to kill, as 
he does who takes away his neighbour's life, how- 
ever far he may be from any true love to his neigh- 
bour, or obedience to any of God's commands ; 
and though he may, on the whole, be more guil- 
ty than the murtherer, rn. 


Of the Means of Grace. n Fax 2 


If a father calls after, and commands his two 
ſons, who are running from him, with a deſign to 
quit his family and government, as what they per- 
fectly hate, immediately to return back, and fub- 
mit themſelves to his authority: If they ought to 
obey their father's command, then they are un- 
der obligation to ſtop and attend to what he has to 
ſay; for this is implied in whats requires, and 
nceſſary in order to it. Therefore if one turn a- 
bout and attend to what his father has to ſay to 
him,. while the other ſtops his ears, and runs on 
till he is out of hearing, the former does not vio- 
late the obligation to ſtop and hearken, which the 
latter does, though if he continues to hate his fa- 
ther, and refuſes to return and ſubmit to his govern- 
ment, he cannot be ſaid to obey his father's com- 
mand ; and may, by the light and conviction laid 
before him by his father, in conſequence of his- 
ſtopping and attending, be more guilty in refuſing 
to ſubmit to him than the other who has been out 
of hearing. | Ty 
And if any by-ſtander, who ſees them running 
oft, ſhould tell them to ſtop and hear what their 
father ſays, he would herein act a friendly part both 
to them and their father, and perfectly coincide 
with his command to them to return and ſubmit 
themſelves to him. Indeed, if he ſhould inculcate 
this upon them ſo as to leave their father's com- 
mand to return,. &c. out of view, dwelling on 
this as if it was the only thing that they had to do : 
or as what would on the whole recommend 
them to their father, and intereſt them in his fa- 
vour ; or render them leſs diſpleaſing to him, tho?, 
after all, they perſiſted in their refuſal to W 
a „3 an 
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and ſubmit to him. I ſay, if he ſhould treat the 
matter ſo, it would be ſo far from vindicating the 
father's authority, and coinciding with his com- 
mand, that he might juſtly look upon it as taking 
rt with his rebellious ſons, ſetting up againit 
im, and flattering them to their own ruin. 
As. Il. However ſinful and abominable in 
God's fight the impenitent are in all they do, even 
in attendance on the means of grace, their ſinful- 
neſs does not eonſiſt meerly in this; it does not 
conſiſt in their concern about their eternal intereſt : 
In their dread of miſery, and defire to eſcape it, 
and obtain happineſs, nor in their uſing means in 
order to this, in reading, hearing praying, &c. 
but in their impenitency, in the oppoſition of 
their hearts to holineſs, and the only way of ſalva- 
tion ; and in thoſe things which are the attendants 
and conſequence of this, or in the want of their | 
oppoſites, with which all their exerciſes are attend- 
ed, and therefore very criminal, But this can be 
no reaſon why they ſhould neglect the proper means 
of ſalvation. If “the plowing of the wicked is 
fin,” ſhall they therefore not plow ? Shall they 
not deſire food for themſelves and their families, 
and take the moſt likely method to obtain it ?— 
Their fin does not conſiſt meerly in their plowing, 
fo that it would be a leſs fin not to plow, than to 
do it; but in the wrong views and exerciſes of 
mind with which they plow, and in the want of 
right ones. _ 

And if by attending, praying, reading, hear- 
ing, &c. the impenitent ſinner grows more crimi- 
nal and vile, as his light and conviction increaſes 
this is not properly owing to uſe of means; but 
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to the” rootcd viciouſneſs of the heart; The at- 
tendance on means is indeed the occaſion of it, ay 
by this, greater light and conviction takes place in 
the mind: and the wickedneſs of the heart takes 
occaſion by this light to exert itſelf with a high», 
er hand, and more obſtinately. | 

Ans. III. The ſinner's growing no better, but te- 
ally worſe, more guilty and vile, the more light 
he has and the greater advantages he enjoys, while 
he continues impenitent, is really no matter of 
diſcouragement from attending means in order to 
get light and inſtruction, &c. For in the goſpel 
there is no more encouragement given to a leſs fin- 
ner than to a greater, that he ſhall find mercy ra- 
ther than the other, while both continue impeni- 
tent, and oppoſers of the way of ſalvation therein 
revealed, No one ſinner has any reàſon to hope 


he has not been, or is not now, ſo great a ſinner - 
as others, while he is impenitent, and at heart an 
enemy to the goſpel, Never did a ſinner find 
acceptance with God, on account of the compari- 
tive ſmallneſs of his fins, or his reformations, which 
were ſhort of an hearty compliance with the goſ- 
pel. We indeed read of one who took his encoury 
agement that God would accept and favor him 
from his imagining himſelf not ſo criminal and vile 
as others. But what was the conſequence ? He 
was rejected; While one who took his encourage- 
ment to hope for God's mercy quite from another 
quarter, and which was conſiſtent with bis view- 


ing himſelf as the chief of ſinners, found favor. (%) 
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The gofpel offers Talvation to the greateſt ſinners 1 
they are as welcome as any other; they are as ac- 
ceptable to God, and he is as ready to beſtow ſal- 
vation upon them, as if their ſins were not ſo ma- 
ny and great, if they will heartily embrace offered 
mercy, ſubnyt to, and truſt in a Mediator. In 
this reſpect there is as much encouragement to the 
moſt guilty and vile, as to any whatſoever. 
Aud as to obtaining a new heart by regenerating 
grace, they who are the chief of finners, have as 
much encouragement to hope for this, in the uſe 
of means, as they whoſe fins are leſs aggravated, 
and not ſo many or great. It does not appear from 
ſcripture, that God chooſes out the leaſt ſinners to 
be the objects of this mercy ; or that he withholds 
it from any meerly becauſe they are ſo guilty and 
hateful in his fight : or that he waits till men who 
have been great ſinners are ſo reformed as to be- 
come, all things conſidered, leſs vile and guilty, 
And there is not any thing in the bible that ſhould 
lead us to think, that God beſtows his regenerat- 
ing grace on the leaſt ſinners more commonly than 
on thoſe who are greater: But we find much there 
to teach us, that if he ever does this, it is not be- 
cauſe they are leſs finners than others; but for 
ſome other reaſon. | 

If finners were to take their only cncourage- 
ment to hope for ſalvation in the uſe of means, 
from their being leſs ſinners than others, or not ſo 
bad as they once were, this would tend to take ail 
encouragement from thoſe who are under genuine 
convictions, and have any true view of their owa | 
finfulneſs, and leave them in abſolute deſpair. For 
Al ſuch, as they have a more clear and full yy 
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of their own ſins than they can have of others, are 


naturally led to view themſclves as the greateſt ſin- 
ners. Aud as by attendance on means, they get 
more aud more acquainted with their own hearts, 
their own ſinfulneſs increaſes in their view, they 
are ſo fur from looking on themſelves as leſs ſin- 
ners than they were, that they naturally view 
them ſelves in a contrary light. EE; 

T he only proper way therefore to encourage the 
ſinner, who is under any great degree of genuine 
conviction of fin, and concern about his eternal in- 
tereſt, to attend on means with hope, is not to 
preach up promiſes to his doings, and lead him to 


expect hereby to become leſs ſinful ; but to teach 


bim the true end and defign of means. He will 
then know that the great wickedneſs of his heart, 
exerciſed in all he does, and his «ppearing to him- 
ſelf to grow worſe rather than better, which is 
commonly the chief ground of diſcouragement to 
j-ch, is really no reaſon why he ſhould neglect 
means; but rather an encouragement conſtantly 
to attend. For this ſi ht and. convict ion of his 
own finfolneſs, which is neceſſary in o:der to ſal- 
vation, is kept up in bis mind ard encreaſed, on- 
iy by atterding on mears. In this view his own 
experience ſerves to ſhew the advantage of uſing 
means, and is matter of encouragement and hope, 
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